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Regional Roundup

ACF Happenings

Mayor of Philadelphia Proclaims
March 2009 as
Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage Month

Philadelphia, PA Mayor Michael A. Nutter has signed a procla-
mation designating March 2009 as Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage
Month. This proclamation was a result of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) signed by the National Conference of Black
Mayors and ACF in 2007. The MOU focuses on strengthening
families through ACF’s Healthy Marriage/Responsible Father-
hood Initiative. ACF Region Ill Staff and the Greater Philadelphia
Healthy Marriage Coalition in conjunction with the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Community Services are planning a calendar of activities
for the month. ACF hopes that this will be the first step in en-
gaging other African American mayors to implementing tenets of
the MOU.

ACF Regions |, 11, and Ill to Host Spring Conference

ACEF Regions |, I, and Il will host the 2009 Northeast Family

Strengthening Conference, Empowering Families: Tools for Healthy
Marriage, Responsible Fatherhood, and Family Finances on May 27-
27, 2009 at the Biltmore Hotel in Providence, RI. Please contact

Josephine Hauer at josephine.hauer@acf.hhs.gov for more infor-

mation.

ACF Region VI: Dallas/Ft. Worth Community Leader
Luncheon, Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage Proclamation

The community is invited to join Carey Casey for the Dallas/Ft.
Worth Community Leader Luncheon on Thursday, February [9th at
the First Baptist Euless—Campus West in Euless, TX. Partici-
pants can learn about the Father ~ Daughter Summit which will be
held Saturday, March 28, 2009 at the church. These events are
sponsored by the National Center for Fathering (http://
support.fathers.com).

Hutchins, TX Mayor Artis Johnson signed a proclamation desig-
nating March of each year Fatherhood/Healthy Marriage
Month. The Mayor said, “Healthy Marriages and Responsible
Fatherhood make our great country what it is today and the lack
of it is what weakens the link”. He worked with the ACF Region
VI staff in placing AAHMI bookmarks in the city’s library and
invited the staff to provide an AAHMI/RFI briefing at an upcom-
ing City Council Meeting.

ACF Region X and Partners to Host

2009 AAHMI Summit in Seattle, WA

The 2009 Summit has been set for March 24, 2009 in Seattle
WA. The summit will have Dr. Linda Malone-Colon speaking to
research in the area of Marriage and the African American Fam-
ily. Dr. Rozario Slack will be speaking to Fatherhood and Judge
Patricia Clark will focus on the impact of the fragmented family
on youth and her experience as a juvenile court judge. The event
will also have workshops focusing on Addiction and the Family,
Violence in the African American Family, Marriage and Father-
hood education and Positive Youth Development. For more in-
formation, or to register for this free event, please contact Janice
Holt at Janice.holt@acf.hhs.gov or 206-615-2552.

ACF Partners for Conference in D.C. Metro Area

ACEF has partnered with the Greater Washington Urban
League, D.C. Department of Human Services, D.C. Head Start
Association, Family First D.C. (formerly the D.C. Healthy Mar-
riage Coalition) and Howard University to present, Healthy
Marriages & Strengthening Communities D.C. Metro 2009 Confer-
ence on March 20, 2009 at the Blackburn Center, Howard
University. Participants are invited to join discussions on
Strengthening Family Relationships, Responsible Fatherhood,
Domestic Violence Programs, Addressing Healthy Relation-
ships, Building Self-Esteem, and Responsible Dating, as well as
see a performance of “Jump the Broom.” For more information,
call (202) 265-8200, extension 250. Full conference details and
registration will be available in late February.

Diann Dawson Plenary Speaker at
Mississippi Child Welfare Event

Office of Regional Operations Director, Diann Dawson, was
the opening plenary speaker for the Seventh Annual Mississippi
Child Welfare Institute Conference which was held February
12-13, 2009 in Jackson, Mississippi. The theme of the confer-
ence was “Child Poverty, Facing the Challenges, Creating Op-
portunities.” The conference was attended by social workers,
mental health professionals, educators, public policy analysts
and policy makers and social work students from Jackson State
University.

SAVE THE DATE!
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Visit vww. AAHMnet fo view the proceedings from the 2008 conference and
additional information on the initiative. On-line registration Coming Soon to this site!
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