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Region II Regional Administrator Joyce A. Thomas  
Keynote Speaker at Black Marriage Day Event 

Joyce A. Thomas, ACF’s Region II 
Administrator, was featured as key-
note speaker at the “Stakeholder’s 
Breakfast“ that opened the Black Mar-
riage Day celebration,  “Empowering 
Our Youth for a Better Tomorrow . . 
. Guiding Youth to Healthy Relation-
ships,” held in Staten Island, NY on 

Saturday, March 21. In addition to 
r 
i- presenting information about 

healthy marriage and responsible 
fatherhood, Ms. Thomas engaged 
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attendees in a lively discussion. The day’s events, which w
Celebrating Real Family Life,  included workshops titled “T
a Lady,” “The Boy is Mine,” “When Conflict Hurts” and “
New Millennium.”  Performances of dance, music and dra
rounded out the program. Celebrating Real Family Life, a 
CCF Targeted Capacity Building grantee, is a non-profit or
devoted to strengthening marriages and families. 

Region II Supports “Introduction to Responsible Fa-
therhood” Conference held in St. Albans, NY 

Roland Warren of the National Fatherhood 
Initiative and Tricia Bent-Goodley (right), 
Associate Professor at Howard University 
School of Social Work join ACF’s Director 

of Regional Operations, Diann Dawson. 
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DC Strengthening Families Conference  

he Healthy Marriages & 
rengthening Communities
onference was held March
09 at Howard University
ackburn Center in Washi
C. with over 150 people 
tendance. Roland Warre
esident of the National F

ood Initiative and Dr. Ma
efalas, Associate Professo
ciology and Director of t
stitute for Violence Resea

and Prevention at St. Joseph
University, were plenary speakers.  

Workshop topics included discussions on healthy marriage, dom
violence, responsible fatherhood, strengthening family relationsh
addressing healthy relationships, and financial perspective on rel
ships. The conference also featured Youth Workshops on respo
dating, building self-esteem, and “First Comes Love” - a look at 
marriage makes a difference and how sex changes relationships. As
added bonus, participants were treated to an inspiring presentation
Jump the Broom (Thomas Meloncon), a play that aims to raise 

Joyce A. Thomas, Regional Administrato
and Tammy Greer Brown, CEO and Pres

dent of Celebrating Real Family Life 

Million Father’s Club hosted an 
oduction to Responsible Fatherhood 
erence” presented by NYS Assem-
n William Scarborough on March 
St. Albans (Queens), NY. Region II’s 
ra Andrews delivered remarks 
 ACF’s African American Healthy 
Marriage and Responsible Father-
hood Initiatives. ACF provided for 
the participation of Charles Lee-
Johnson, who spoke about 10 Rites 
of Passage.  Enthusiastic participants 
received a wide range of materials 
at the ACF display, attended a 
panel discussion and took part in 

workshops on a variety of topics.  The goal of the Million Father’s Club 
is to create a city-wide coalition to address and inform policies and 
practices that impact males and t
tionships. 
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Pictured (l-r): Ken Braswell (NYS Fathe
hood Initiative), Scott Leach (Forestda
Fathering Initiative), Charles Lee-Johns
(National Family Life and Education Ce
ter),  William Scarborough (NYS Assem
man and MFC Honorary Chair), Tamm
Greer Brown (Celebrating Real Family
and Barbara Andrews (ACF Program S
cialist). Photo courtesy of Juliet Kaye. 

ACF Happenings 

awareness about the challenges of relationships, marriage and the 
value of abstinence and family support.  

The overwhelming success of the event was due largely to a collabo-
rative effort. Conference partners with ACF and the AAHMI included: 
Alan J. Inman Enterprises, D.C. Department of Human Services, D.C. 
Head Start Association, Family First D.C., Galilee Baptist Church, 
Greater Washington Urban League, Howard University School of 
Social Work, Howard Blackburn Center, Kingmaker Foundation, 
LifeSTARTS, SHIRE, United Planning Organization, and Wedded Bliss 
Foundation. 

ACF Staff James Murray (left) and Carlton 
Fisher (center) join Alan Inman of Alan J. 
Inman Enterprises at the ACF Exhibit. 

REGISTER NOW! 
The Black Family in the 21st  

Century 
AAHMI Connecting Research to Practice 

Conference June 16-18, 2009 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Friday Center 

Register Now at: http://www.aahmi.org 


