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PROJECTS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE GO ONLINE

ADD is currently funding several Projects of National Significance (PNS's) that have web sites or Internet accessibility as major components.  Two of these PNS's are currently operating, while several others are still under construction.  All are described below:

Currently Operating:

RADAR:  Focused Research & Reporting on Critical Developmental Disabilities Issues - www.radaraamr.com RADAR is an up-to-date and easy-to-use database of information on key issues and trends related to developmental disabilities.  RADAR gets its articles from 150 news sources, including general news media, trade newsletters and professional journals (including the American Journal on Mental Retardation and Mental Retardation and AAMR News & Notes), and national and state reports related to developmental disabilities.  Biweekly "RADAR Reports" are abstracts of important issues.  Site visitors may view the current report or search for past entries by date, keywords, full text, state or report volume and issue. The site also offers a complete listing of its sources. Continuous reviews and modifications will be conducted.  Representatives from the developmental disabilities network, including individuals with disabilities and family members, have formed an Advisory Council to provide overall project monitoring.  The Advisory Council met for the first time in November 2000.  RADAR is managed by the American Association on Mental Retardation (AAMR) and the Lewin Group.

The Resource Directory of the American Association of University Affiliated Programs for Persons with Developmental Disabilities (AAUAP) - http://www.aauap.org/data/directory/directory.cfm This site provides contact information for the National Network University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCE's).  Site visitors may search for UCE's and their staff by state, name, or position.  The site also offers contact information for all UCE's.

Under Construction:

ADD-Up www.add-up.org - This web site will feature information on all ADD programs and projects in a multimedia, interactive site using universal design.  Users may search up-to-date information in the developmental disabilities.  The site will gather information in a comprehensive format and offer it to users in a more readily accessible format. ADD-Up will also facilitate communication and sharing between ADD-funded projects.  The site is being developed by the Oregon Institute on Disability and Development and the Digital Communities Foundation.  They hope to test the site with user groups in the fall. 

The Medicaid Reference Desk - The Arc of the United States is developing this web site, which will offer information, innovative ideas, expertise and dialogue about Medicaid.  The site will develop and use highly accessible formats for people with various disabilities.  The Medicaid Reference Desk will offer information about what is available by state and nationally, and will help people access highly individualized service options to support their independence, productivity and inclusion in the community.  Currently, The Arc is meeting with self-advocates to discuss the best content and presentation for the site.

21st Century Self-Advocacy: Mobilizing for Self-Determination - This is not a web site but is a project to help self-advocates get wired to the Internet and help ensure they have the opportunity to use the World Wide Web.  The project will share information with participants and encourage them to share information with each other.  This will be done primarily through e-mail and occasionally through the use of chat rooms.  The Human Services Research institute (www.hsri.org) operates this project.

The College of Direct Support's Computer Assisted Training Program http://www.collegeofdirectsupport.com. - This project's mission is to increase the skills and knowledge of those who serve individuals with developmental disabilities in the United States.  It is anticipated that the curriculum will consist of 17 courses with 82 or more lessons. The lessons will take 15 to 30 minutes each, and will be followed by a review and a test.  The University of Minnesota is developing the educational materials.  The National Advisory Committee of the College of Direct Support is scheduled to review the first courses in March in Washington, D.C.  The primary parties responsible for the project are the University of Minnesota Institute on Community Integration, MC Strategies of Knoxville & Atlanta and Sertoma Center's My Life Foundation.

MTARS TRAINING HELD

MTARS training was held April 10-12 at the Crystal City Doubletree Hotel in Arlington, Va.  Vicki Smith was the training facilitator.  MTARS training is for program network Executive Directors and selected consumers who have not previously attended this training.  After training, participants' names are put on a list of people eligible to participate in MTARS reviews as either a peer reviewer or as a consumer.  

At the training meeting, ADD Commissioner Sue Swenson emphasized that an MTARS review "is not an endurance test," and that human contact was an important element of an MTARS review.  Swenson said the states should not consider their jobs done when they have achieved compliance.  "If you're already doing well," Swenson said, "there's a responsibility to do better."  The training facilitator, Vicki Smith, said the new Act "gives greater weight to collaboration and working together."  ADD Division of Program Operations Director Ray Sanchez emphasized the team approach of MTARS, noting the importance of the different perspectives of consumers, parents, states, and ADD.  Sanchez also emphasized the importance of results, not just compliance.  "Are you doing what the law says you should be doing and if you are," Sanchez asked, "what are the results you're getting?" Sanchez said program performance is evaluated by whether the programs are making a difference, people are satisfied, and the programs are cost effective.

Contact:  Lonnie Stewart 202-690-5557, astewart@acf.dhhs.gov

REGION 1 TRAINED ON THE NEW ACT

ADD collaborated with the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council to present information on the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (the Act) to State Councils in Region I.  The presentation included information on the new requirements of the Act, Areas of Emphasis, implementation of a five-year plan, Indicators of Progress, self-advocacy goals, consumer satisfaction, and waiting lists.  The presentation continued the ongoing dialogue among ADD, State programs and Regional offices around the Act, and provided State Councils an opportunity to suggest recommendations to refine the reporting requirements.  Attendees included staff and Council members from four Region I states and the Region I office.

Contact: Mary Beth Greene 202-690-6028, mgreene@acf.dhhs.gov

NEW AND IMPLEMENTATION GRANTS FOR FAMILY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES

On April 9, ADD announced in the Federal Register the availability of Financial Assistance and Request for Applications to Support Family Support Model Demonstration Projects under the Projects of National Significance Program.  ADD will fund up to 36 States and Territories. The closing date for all applications is May 24, 2001.  These grants are being made in compliance with the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, which includes a new title, the "Families of Children With Disabilities Support Act of 1999."  This new title is intended to help states create or expand statewide systems change.  Grants are to be used to fund training, technical assistance and other activities that address impediments to the self-sufficiency of families of children with disabilities. 

Contact: Joan Rucker 202-690-7898, jrucker@acf.dhhs.gov

LOCKED IN FORMS AVAILABLE ON GRANTS EXTRANET

Grantees, Regional and ADD Central Office staff can now review all locked-in forms (DDC PPR, PA PPR, and PA SOP).  The forms are available on the Grants Extranet, by clicking on the "View Historical Forms" link.  ADD is currently summarizing data from Fiscal Year 2000 forms.  These statistical summaries will be available on the ADD web site, organized by state and summarized by region.

Contact: Syed Rafiuddin 202-690-5779, srafiuddin@acf.dhhs.gov

NO NEW GRANTS FOR UCES

ADD will not schedule a competition for new application awards for Fiscal Year 2001, for National Network of University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCEs).  All UCEs with core grants scheduled to expire June 30, 2001 have been extended for one additional year.  

Contact: Adele Gorelick 202-690-5982, agorelick@acf.dhhs.gov or Diann Winford 202-690-5963, dwinford@acf.dhhs.gov

REAL CHOICE SYSTEMS CHANGE WEB SITE IS OPERATING  

The Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) has established a new web site dedicated to the Real Choice Systems Change Grants.  These grants promote the design and delivery of home and community-based services that enable people with disabilities to participate in their communities.  The web site contains Secretary Tommy Thompson's announcement that HCFA will be issuing "Starter Grants," the purpose of which is to make enduring system improvements in long-term services and supports.  The site contains various other documents, and can be found at: http://www.hcfa.gov/medicaid/realchoice 

NEWSLETTER ADDRESSES THE ABUSE OF DISABLED CHILDREN

The National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information has published an article titled "The Risk and Prevention of Maltreatment of Children with Disabilities" in the February issue of its newsletter, In Focus.  According to the article, research has shown that a higher proportion of children with disabilities experiences some form of abuse than children without disabilities.  The article also addresses prevention activities that are both family-focused and child-focused and the prevention of non-familial abuse and neglect.  The newsletter can be found on the National Clearinghouse's web site at http://www.calib.com./nccanch/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

COMMISSIONER SWENSON'S TRAVEL SCHEDULE:

ADD Commissioner Sue Swenson will be the Keynote Speaker at a Town Hall meeting at the Datahr Rehabilitation Institute in Westchester, New York on April 16.  The meeting will focus on housing, employment and self-determination for people with mental retardation, traumatic injuries, neurological disabilities and developmental disabilities.

Contact: Carla Brown 202-690-5806 cbrown@acf.dhhs.gov

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE INSTITUTE FOR STATE COUNCILS:

An ADD Technical Assistance Institute for State Councils will be held June 13-14 at the Crystal City Doubletree Hotel in Arlington,Virginia.

Contact:  Mary Beth Greene 202-690-6028, mgreene@acf.dhhs.gov

VISIT THE ADD WEB SITE:

The ADD web site now features the Fiscal Year 2002 Federal Allotments to State Developmental Disabilities Councils and Protection & Advocacy Formula Grant Programs.  See this list at http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/add/fedreg02.htm

Contact: Syed Rafiuddin 202-690-5779, srafiuddin@acf.dhhs.gov

