
Was the child AFDC eligible in the home 
of removal under the standards in effect in 
the State’s IV-A State plan on July 16, 
1996 in the month of the voluntary 
placement agreement or initiation of court 
proceedings to remove the child from 
his/her home. 

Was the child removed from the home by a judicial determination that 
indicated it was contrary to the child’s welfare to remain in the home?**

 
 

 

Is the child eligible for SSI benefits?* 

Was the child a son or daughter of a 
minor parent in foster care and were title 
IV-E payments made on behalf of the 
minor parent that included amounts 
necessary to cover costs incurred on 
behalf of the son or daughter?* 

Was the child eligible for title IV-E 
adoption assistance in a prior adoption? 

Was the child removed by a 
valid voluntary placement 
agreement?  

Were IV-E payments made 
on behalf of the child while 
the voluntary placement was 
in effect? 

Was there a subsequent 
judicial determination 
indicating that remaining in 
the home was contrary to 
the child’s welfare? 

In order for the child to meet special needs eligibility 
requirements, did the State determine that the child could not 
or should not return to the parental home?* 

In order for the child to meet special needs eligibility requirements, did the State 
determine that a specific factor or condition made it reasonable to conclude that the 
child could not be placed without title IV-E adoption assistance or title XIX medical 
assistance?* 

In order for the child to meet special needs eligibility requirements, did the State 
determine that a reasonable but unsuccessful effort was made to place the child without 
title IV-E subsidy, unless it would be against the child’s best interest because of factors 
such as a significant emotional tie between the child and the foster/adoptive parents?* 

Was the adoption assistance agreement signed by the adoptive parent(s) and the State 
Agency prior to the finalization of the adoption?

Was the child voluntarily 
relinquished to the IV-E agency 
(or another public agency with 
which the title IV-E agency has a 
title IV-E agreement), or a 
private not-for-profit agency? 
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No Was there a petition to remove 
the child from the specified 
relative who voluntarily 
relinquished the child within 6 
months of the date the child last 
lived with the specified relative?  

   Yes    

No 

No 

Yes 

*  These requirements need to be met prior to finalization of the adoption.  
**For children removed on/after 1/23/01, the judicial determination must be made in the first court order sanctioning the child’s removal from the home.  For children 
removed from their homes before 1/23/01, the contrary to the welfare determination must be made at the time of, or prior to, the initiation of the adoption proceedings. 
(See ACYF-CB-PA-01-01, dated January 23, 2001.) 
*** Child must also be eligible for Federal Public Benefits according to the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, as amended. 

Were the applicable provisions of section 471(a)(20)(A) of the Social Security Act 
regarding background checks completed?***

 No 

  Yes 


