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Description

Child Care Today is a study of the current state of center-based care for infants and toddlers and family child care homes in Massachusetts.  Child Care Today is a companion study to the Massachusetts Cost and Quality Study.  Together, these related research projects will provide more information about the quality of early care and education that children of different ages receive in these different settings, the cost of providing early care and education of varying levels of quality, and the characteristics of the early care and education workforce.  Child Care Today is a joint project of Wellesley College and Abt Associates, directed by a research team lead by Nancy L. Marshall, Cindy Creps, Fred Glantz, Nancy Burstein and Wendy Wagner Robeson.

Major Research Questions

· What does child care look like today?  How does it vary by type of care and age of children served? 
· Quality: What are the elements of quality in the care of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers?  How do variations in type of care, number and ages of children in care, cost of care, and characteristics of the early childhood workforce relate to quality of care?  What aspects of quality appear to be most prevalent or lacking in center-based settings and home-based environments?  
· Cost: What are the costs of care provided in different types of settings?  What does care actually cost to provide?  What are the interrelationships among child care cost and quality?

· Characteristics of the Child Care Workforce:  Who is caring for children?  How do the characteristics of the child care workforce vary by type of care, demographic characteristics of the population, type of neighborhood, and other important variables? What are the demographic characteristics, background, training, skills, and motivations of licensed family child care providers?  What types of supports are available and used by providers who are part of a formal system?  What are the demographic characteristics, professional characteristics, and motivations of individuals who work in center-based child care and early education programs?  What is the current salary and benefit structure for child care center staff, preschool teachers and other early childhood professionals?  How do provider education, training, experience affect salaries and benefits?

· How do the answers to the above questions differ for sub-groups of children and families?  

· Providers: Do different types of providers serve different child populations -- children of different ages (infants, toddlers, preschoolers) and from different family backgrounds (low-income, moderate-income, higher-income)?   

· Communities/Neighborhoods: What are the major variations when viewed through the lens of community and neighborhood?  What community factors are important?  How do child care quality and cost vary in different kinds of communities, including rural areas, inner cities, small towns, and economically distressed neighborhoods?  How do quality and cost vary in communities and neighborhoods with different labor markets and employment patterns? 

Research and Evaluation Design

Child Care Today is conducting observations and interviews with 200 randomly-selected licensed family child care providers throughout the state of Massachusetts in 2000-2001.  In 2001-2002, Child Care Today will conduct observations and interviews with 100 randomly-selected licensed centers serving infants and toddlers.  This data will be combined with data from an additional 100 randomly-selected licensed centers serving infants and toddlers (funded by the Massachusetts Department of Education), to address the research questions on center-based care for infants and toddlers.  In 2002-2003, the data from these two samples will be combined with data from the state-funded Cost and Quality study, on 100 preschool classrooms in community-based centers and 100 preschool classrooms administered by public schools, to address research questions about variation by type of care and age of child, as well as community/neighborhood.  
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