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Description

The CCFL is a leader of a child care research partnership consisting of research partners from the Gallup Organization; University of Nebraska-Lincoln;  Iowa State University; University of Missouri-Columbia; and Juniper Gardens Children Center, University of Kansas; state-level partners in Nebraska; Iowa; Missouri and Kansas; Resource and Referral agencies in the four states, and the Marion Ewing Kauffman Foundation.   The partnership is focused on the assessment of quality and characteristics of the work force in four states in Year 1; on surveying  parent perceptions of child care in Year 2; and in establishing a mechanism for states’ on-going assessment of quality in Year 3.   

Major Research Questions

· What is the level of child care quality across four Midwestern states?

· What is the quality of child care in licensed centers, in licensed or registered family child care and homes approved for subsidy but not licensed?

· What is the quality of infant/toddler and preschool child care?

· What is the quality of child care for children whose parents receive child care subsidies and those who do not?

· What is the quality of child care in rural and non-rural areas of the four states?

· What are characteristics of the child care work force across four Midwestern states?

· What are characteristics of the child care work force in licensed centers, licensed or registered family child care, and homes approved for subsidy but not licensed?

· What are characteristics of the child care work force among providers of infant/toddler and preschool child care?

· What are characteristics of the child care work force among providers who accept families eligible for child care subsidies and those who do not?

· What are characteristics of the child care work force in rural and non-rural areas of the four states?

· What are provider and teacher perceptions of the child care subsidy systems within their states?

· How do parents perceive the adequacy of the child care they use in providing quality and support their needs to balance work and parenting?  

· What are parent perceptions of the child care subsidy systems within their states?

Research and Evaluation Design

CCFL works with a 4- State Consortium of researchers and agency representatives to design the research.  Each state has formed a state-level team to address specific data collections within their respective states.  The Gallup Organization will conduct telephone interviews with providers and teachers who will be selected at random from the four states’ lists of licensed and approved facilities.  A subset of respondents will be selected at random to participate in observations of quality.  The four university parents will administer the observational assessments.  In year 2, a random selection design of parents in the four states will be utilized, supplemented with qualitative research.   

Contacts

Dr. Brian Wilcox

Center on Children, Families and the Law

121 So. 13th Street

402-472-3479

402-472-8412 (fax)

wilcox@unlinfo.unl.edu
Dr. Helen Raikes

The Gallup Organization

300 South 68th Street Pl.

Lincoln, NE 68510

402-486-6504

402-486-6300 (fax)

helen_raikes@gallup.com
