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$300,000
	Minnesota Department of Children, Families & Learning

Partners

· University of Minnesota

· Child Trends, Inc.

· Minnesota Department of Economic Security

· Minnesota Department of Human Services

· Wilder Research Center

· Bowdoin College

· Minnesota Child Care Resource & Referral Network

Contact:

Deb Swenson-Klatt

Phone: 651-582-8450

Email:  deb.swenson-klatt@state.mn.us

	“Minnesota Child Care Research Partnership”

This partnership will explore how child care affordability, quality and accessibility affect outcomes for families and children. A key objective is to understand the effect of State policies such as level of subsidies, tiered reimbursement, and quality regulations. 

· How does quality vary for different subgroups, including families who receive subsidies and families from different cultural groups?

· How do subsidies affect parents’ choice of care, the quality of that care,  family earnings, and employment stability?

· How does tiered reimbursement affect quality?

· How do subsidies affect the child care market in terms of supply, cost & quality? 

Both quantitative and qualitative methods will be used.  Data from a statewide survey of representative households will provide a unique picture of families’ child care arrangements, including informal care.  Longitudinal analyses of administrative data will examine the effect of child care subsidies on employment and earnings.


	By the end of its first year, the Minnesota Partnership will:

· Estimate the impact of different factors on parents' choice of care

·  Analyze and produce a report on the patterns of employment for families receiving child care assistance.

· Develop a database of child care sites receiving tiered reimbursement.

· Develop a State Descriptive Profile detailing the characteristics subsidized care.

· Develop policy research briefs.
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	University of Nebraska, Center on Children Families &  the Law  (Lincoln, Nebraska)

This partnership, formed in 1997, is composed of the four Midwestern States in ACF region VII: Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska. The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation is a major funding partner.

Partners
· Gallup Organization

· Nebraska Dept. of Education, Office of Children & Families

· Nebraska Health & Human Service System

· Iowa Dept. of Human Services

· Iowa State University, Department of Human Development & Family Studies

· Social & Rehabilitation Services of Kansas,  Division of Child & Family Development

· Kansas CCR&R Association

· Juniper Gardens Children’s Project (KS)

· Missouri Dept. of Social Services

· U of Missouri, Human Development & Family Studies

Contacts:

Brian Wilcox 

Phone: 402-472-3479

Email: bwilcox@unl.edu
 Helen Raikes

Phone: 402-486-6504

Email: helen_raikes@gallup.com
	“Midwest Child Care Research Partnership”

The overall goal of this partnership is to establish a baseline of child care quality in the region using performance indicators and to track changes in quality over time.

The study will be the first to address, in a large representative sample, questions concerning the quality of care that child care subsidies are buying. Parents will be surveyed and focus groups conducted to better understand parent perceptions of child care quality. This work will also be linked with Early Head Start research and evaluation in three States (IA, KS, MO) as well as to a Missouri study of quality in over 500 early childhood settings.  It builds on small but important studies within the Midwest region. 

Ultimately, the performance indicators, data collection strategy and technology will be transferred to the States so that they can track quality of care through their subsidized child care programs.


	The year one research will be a survey of child care quality indicators and workforce characteristics using a large, stratified random sample of regulated providers and teachers.  The survey will be supplemented by a smaller observational study of care quality embedded in the representative sample. 

The survey and observation results will be used as baseline data for developing Child Care Performance Indicators and tracking changes in quality over time. 
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	University of Southern Maine

Muskie School of Public Service

Partners

The partnership includes all six ACF Region I States (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, & Vermont).

· State Child Care Agencies

· Institute for Child & Family Policy

· Associated Day Care Services

· Maine Roads to Quality

· Associated Day Care Services

· Alliance for Children’s Care, Education & Supporting Services

· United States Association of Child Care

Contact: Julie Dennehy

Phone: 207-780-5855

Email:  jdennehy@usm.maine.edu

	“New Partners”

(Region I Child care Research Partnership)

This partnership focuses on child care workforce issues.  The partners will develop an infrastructure for routine data collection and analysis in each State, describe the child care workforce in New England, and help translate data and findings into policy development, refinement and implementation.

· What does the workforce look like?

· How do key variables interact?

· What types of professional supports are available and used by caregivers?

· What effects do policy innovations have on workforce quality and stability?

· What are the State-by-State variations?


	By the end of the first  funding period, NEW Partners will produce:

· A document outlining policy innovations in New England.

· A report on the availability and reliability of data resources regarding the child care workforce in New England.

· A status report on the New England child care workforce, using currently available data. 

· Analyses of specific research and policy questions.
· A framework for improving workforce data collection and evaluation.
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	University of Wisconsin – Extension 
(Madison, Wisconsin)

Partners

· University of Wisconsin-Madison

School of Human Ecology

· Wisconsin Dept. of Workforce Development, Office of Child Care

· Wisconsin Child Care Resource & Referral Network

Contact: Mary Roach

Phone: 608-262-6041

Email: mroach@facstaff.wisc.edu

	“Wisconsin Child Care Research Partnership”

State data from Wisconsin’s Child Care Data Warehouse and data from the Statewide Child Care Resource & Referral Data Base will be analyzed to understand the population of families who receive child care subsidies as well as the supply of care from which they choose. 

The Wisconsin partnership has already laid the groundwork for accessing State data.

The quality of subsidized and non-subsidized child care will be examined to identify indicators of quality and beneficial policies.  Child care facilities will be observed and interviews held with 200 programs to assess structural features and processes in subsidized and non-subsidized care.

The research will examine child care quality in relationship to State child care policies, focusing on shifts in usage of subsidies, changes in the child care marketplace, and assessments of child care quality over time.

	The Wisconsin Child Care Partnership expects to characterize the quality of child care experiences for low-income families in Wisconsin by the end of the year one. Investigators will:

· Characterize approximately 30,000 subsidized children and their families.

· Characterize the 4,000 child care providers who care for subsidized children.  

· Delineate the child care marketplace within which subsidized families make child care decisions.

· Summarize the structural quality of subsidized child care and describe how child and family characteristics influence the characteristics of care.

· Describe both structural and process quality in children’s care arrangements. 










