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This keynote address focused on the expectations of Congress for the national child care data collection that led to ACF-801 and ACF-800 reporting.  Congress looks to the national child care data sets for information as it wrestles with important questions of public policy, especially in regard to the implementation of Welfare Reform.  The national data set is a unique resource for understanding who gets what services at what cost over time and across the nation. 

Jeanne Ireland, a staff member for Sen. Dodd, discussed the questions most often asked by Congress about child care subsidies.  These include: 

· Are we meeting the demands of working parents, including those trying to get off of welfare and those that are simply low-income?

· What is the quality of care that CCDF recipients are getting?  How does this care promote early learning?

· What else do we need to do to improve child care besides providing subsidies?

· How quickly is CCDF money used?  How do we justify asking for more if old money is tied up in administrative red tape and appears, to an outsider, as though it is not needed?

· Who is being served, not served, and why?

· Do those not being served want to be served, or are they not being served for administrative reasons, or because of a lack of supply?

· Are more parents going to work now because of child care subsidies?

· What are the effects of child care rates on the quality and supply of care?

· What is the impact of the quality initiatives on child care?

· What are the effects of regulation on child care?

· What are the effects of subsidies on children?

Debbie Thomas gave an overall description of how the Texas Workforce Commission accomplished creating the new child care reports.  Texas has 28 local workforce boards that use a local database for all child care. This is a decentralized system.  All 28 boards sent payment information to a central database at the State level.  The data is extracted from both systems and stored in a data warehouse.  The ACF reports are generated out of the warehouse.  

Debbie spoke about:

· Her involvement in the CCTAG group that helped define the reporting data elements

· The importance of system and program people working together in the states. 

· The importance of having a good relationship with the people who enter the data out in the field. 

· The importance of partnering with the Feds and communicating known data problems. 

· How we use the summary and detailed reports to report back to the boards any problems with data at the local level. 

The discussion also explored how one state has successfully built reporting infrastructures in spite of many challenges.  Texas shared their implementation strategies, how they set goals for data collection and reporting, and how they monitor their progress in meeting these goals.

