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Appendix C: Information in the Conference Notebook
Participants at each of the conferences received notebooks that contained a wealth of valuable information.  In an attempt to make the notebook less cumbersome than it was the previous year, the committee decided to include much of the important background information about the programs on a CD that was attached to the back of the notebook.

Each binder included a copy of the “Dear Colleague” joint letter from Dennis Smith, the Director of the Center for Medicaid and State Operations, and Wade Horn, former Assistant Secretary for Children and Families, that urged continued participation in the collaboration process.
The next section of the notebooks contained detailed agendas, hotel and tourist information for the given city, and a meeting evaluation form.

Handouts for the “Federal Update” session included information on the Deficit Reduction Act and its impact on the Medicaid program; a copy of the “Federal Plan” from the first round of meetings annotated to include a progress report on the various aspects of the Federal Plan; and a summary of the ASPE research project, “What About the Dads?”  Presentation materials for sessions two through five are included in Appendix D, which follows.
Session 6 was the State break-out session at which the participants were grouped according to State and they were asked to discuss recent collaboration accomplishments as well as to plan for the future.  To assist in this effort, a “tool” was provided to help guide their discussions.  This tool became the basis for the follow-up plans they developed.  It also asked them to list any assistance they wanted from the regional or central offices.  Their requests became the basis for the Federal plan that flowed from these meetings.

In addition to the extensive information provided on the CD (for which a table of contents was also in the notebook), there were some reports and fact sheets that were included in the notebook to give participants additional background material on the various programs.  For example, the Final Report to Congress evaluating the SCHIP program, a National Roundtable report on the Indian Health Service and Medicaid Reform, Health Insurance Quick Facts, and other Census Bureau data on health insurance were included in this section.
Finally, the binders also included biographies of the various presenters as well as a complete Attendee Roster including contact information on all participants at the specific meeting.

� Participants at the Salt Lake City meeting found that the notebooks were somewhat unwieldy and it was difficult for them to follow the speakers and locate the appropriate handouts for the sessions.  For the second meeting, the binders were reorganized to address this issue. The above describes the reorganized binder.
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