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Re: Mentoring Children ofPrisoners (MCP) Program: Relationship Quality Survey

Dear MCP Colleagues:

I want to thank each of you again for all your work on behalf of the children and families
we serve through the Mentoring Children ofPrisoners program. The results of your work
are seen in the ever increasing number ofmentoring matches and in the enhanced quality
of life for those we serve each and every day.

At the National MCP Conference in June, we announced an annual survey to measure the
quality ofmentoring relationships. The survey will provide you and FYSB with
important information regarding how MCP relationships are developing and how the
MCP program is meeting a critical objective: forming high quality relationships.

Based upon your feedback, we have created a special website for the survey within the
ACF Online Data Collection System (OLDC). (https://extranet.acf.hhs.gov/ssil) On or
soon after September 8t h, you should log in to the OLDC via the secure sign-in you
have used each quarter. There you will find the relationship survey for your youth on a
drop down list with the quarterly caseload report. There is a section describing your
program to complete once. Instructions, FAQs and help screens are part of the website.

The survey is designed to be administered over the telephone and is based on a well­
validated instrument created by Dr. Jean Rhodes, a national expert in mentoring programs
and a consultant to FYSB. Results must be transmitted to FYSB via the online system
(in a single submission) no later than November 30, 2006. FYSB will develop
aggregate information for submission as required by Congress. (You may complete and
transmit your set of surveys any time before November 30, the sooner the better.)

This survey is a requirement of your FYSB grant and is designed for all children in your
program who, as of July 1, 2006, are aged nine years and older and part of a relationship
with the same adult mentor that has lasted at least nine months. The system will protect
the identities of individual children. FYSB will not receive individual names. OLDC
will only record and transmit anonymous identifiers for each person surveyed.

Attached are explanatory documents including: an introduction to the survey with


