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Description 

Introducing a New AFI Resource Center Publication: Building Assets * Building Stronger 
Families  
 
This interactive session will introduce a new Office of Community Services and AFI Resource 
Center publication, “Building Assets * Building Stronger Families.”  Hot off the press, this 
publication is a compendium of 50 financial education curriculum modules that focus on vital 
money matters for families and couples.  The modules are designed to highlight the importance 
of planning as a family for long-term economic success.  Each module includes trainer notes 
and tips for incorporating the modules into your existing financial literacy training schedule. 

 

Agenda 

Introduction, Linda Macris 
Keeping the Dream Intact and on Track:  Is there a need for family-based financial 
literacy?   

 
Communicating about Money: The participants will have the opportunity to think about the 

importance of good family communication, which can then inform spending choices 
reflective of personal, family, and financial values. 

 
Practicing Using Family Financial Tools: Introducing sample modules from the Building*Assets 

Building Stronger Families Guide. 
 
Questions and Answers 

Daniel Malloy, AFI Resource Center.  
 
Value of this session 

Linda Macris, AFI Resource Center. 
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Presenter Bios 

Linda Macris 
Office of Community Services, Assets for Independence Program 

Linda Macris is a Program Analyst with the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 
Community Support; Assets for Independence Program, where she staffs the AFI Resource 
Center.  Macris is a project developer, counselor, writer, trainer of trainers, and grant writer. She 
coordinated the nationally recognized Individual Development Account Pilot Project, Tangible 
Assets, an American Dream Demonstration project, which she helped develop into the Vermont 
IDA program.  She has two current publications: Saving Ourselves, Economic Literacy for All, 
and Dollar $ense: An Economic Literacy Curriculum for Individual Development Account (IDA) 
Programs.  She earned an M.S. in Community Economic Development from Southern New 
Hampshire University where she was a HUD Scholar. 

Daniel Malloy 
Office of Community Services, Assets for Independence Program 

Daniel Malloy went to New Mexico State University where he graduated with a B.A. in General 
Psychology in 2001. He completed an M.A. degree in Cognitive Psychology in 2003. Daniel 
earned a Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology in 2006. In the same year, he received the 
prestigious Psychology Merit Scholarship award given to top 20 Graduate Students at NMSU. 
Also, Daniel was elected President of the graduate school organization (2006). Other awards 
include Psi Chi Outstanding Service Award Graduate Student Mentor (NMSU), 2001, 2003-
2005. Daniel has also published eight peer-reviewed articles.  As a Presidential Management 
Fellow, he joined the AFI team in June 2007.  
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Session Handouts 

The following materials are provided for use during this session: 

Excerpts from “Building Assets*Building Stronger Families” 

• Building Assets*Building Stronger Families: Introduction 

• Module 3, Exercise 17: Values Auction  

• Module 3, Exercise 22:  Sharing Your Money History  

• Module 3, Exercise 24: Money in Your Family of Origin 

• Module 6, Exercise 40:  Rules and Consequences 
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Resources  
Building Assets*Building Stronger Families can be found at: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/assetbuilding/  

 


