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ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR CHILD SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS

The Committee provides $3,292,970,000 for the Child Support Enforcement program, the same
as the budget request. The bill also provides $1,200,000,000 in advance funding for the first
quarter of fiscal year 2005 to ensure timely payments for the child support enforcement program,
the same as the request. The bill continues to provide estimated funding of $23,000,000 for
Payments to Territories, the same as the fiscal year 2003 level and the budget request. The bill
provides $1,000,000 for the repatriation program, the same as the fiscal year 2003 level and the
budget request.

LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE

The Committee provides an appropriation of $1,800,000,000 for the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). This is $111,050,000 more than the fiscal year 2003 comparable
level and $200,000,000 below the budget request. The Committee provides $1,700,000,000 of
these funds through the regular formula program and $100,000,000 in contingent emergency
funding. The budget request included $300,000,000 in contingent emergency funding.

The LIHEAP program provides assistance to low-income households to help pay the costs of
home energy. Funds are provided through grants to States, Indian Tribes and territories, and are
used for summer cooling and winter heating/crisis assistance programs.

REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE

The Committee provides $461,853,000 for refugee assistance programs. This is $227,000 more
than the budget request and $16,195,000 than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level.

In addition, the bill provides the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) the authority to carry

over unexpended funds from fiscal year 2004 to reimburse the costs of services provided through
September 30, 2006.



It is estimated that approximately $23,800,000 will be available in fiscal year 2004 from
carryover funds, and the Committee intends that these funds be used under social services to
increase educational support to schools with a significant proportion of refugee children for the
development of alternative cash assistance programs that involve case management approaches
to improve resettlement outcomes. Such support should include intensive English language
training and cultural assimilation programs.

Transitional and medical services

The Committee provides $200,193,000 for transitional and medical services. This is the same
level as the budget request and $19,660,000 less than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level. The
bill continues the policy of providing eight months of assistance to new arrivals. The transitional
and medical services program provides funding for the State-administered cash and medical
assistance program that assists refugees who are not categorically eligible for TANF or
Medicaid, the unaccompanied minors program that reimburses States for the cost of foster care,
and the voluntary agency grant program in which participating national refugee resettlement
agencies provide resettlement assistance with a combination of Federal and matched funds.

Victims of trafficking

The Committee provides up to $10,000,000 for the victims of trafficking program. This is
$65,000 more than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. The
funds will ensure continued administration of a national network for identification, tracking and
certification of trafficking victims.

Social services

The Committee provides $153,121,000 for social services. This is $2,982,000 more than the
fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. Funds are distributed by
formula as well as through the discretionary grant making process for special projects.

Preventive health

The Committee provides $4,835,000 for preventive health services. This is $31,000 more than
the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. These funds are
awarded to the States to ensure adequate health assessment activities for refugees.

Targeted assistance

The Committee provides $49,477,000 for the targeted assistance program. This is $322,000 more
than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. These grants
provide assistance to areas with high concentrations of refugees.

Unaccompanied minors

The Committee provides $34,227,000 for the unaccompanied minors program. This is $227,000
more than the budget request and the same as the fiscal year 2003 comparable level. Funds were
transferred to the Office of Refugee Resettlement in fiscal year 2003 from the Immigration and
Naturalization Service pursuant to section 462 of the Homeland Security Act. The program is
designed to provide for the care and placement of unaccompanied alien minors.



Victims of torture

The Committee provides $10,000,000 to provide a comprehensive program of support for
domestic centers and programs for victims of torture. This is $65,000 more the fiscal year 2003
comparable level and the same as the budget request.
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CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

The bill includes $2,099,729,000 for the Child Care and Development Block Grant program, an
increase of $13,385,000 above the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget
request.

The Child Care and Development Block Grant program was originally enacted in the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 to increase the availability, affordability and quality of child
care by providing funds to States, Territories and Indian Tribes for child care services for low-
income families. The authorization for mandatory appropriations for child care in the amount of
$2,717,000,000 is also requested for fiscal year 2004.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES PROGRAMS

The Committee provides $8,599,670,000 for children and family services programs. This is
$30,606,000 less than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and $87,712,000 less than the
budget request. This account finances a number of programs aimed at enhancing the well-being
of the Nation's children and families, particularly those who are disadvantaged or troubled.

Head Start

The bill includes $6,815,570,000 for the Head Start program for fiscal year 2004, an increase of
$148,037,000 over the fiscal year 2003 amount and the same as the budget request. Of this total,

the Committee continues the policy of advancing $1,400,000,000 of this account into fiscal year
2005.









The Committee provides $12,086,000 for the Abandoned Infants Assistance Act. This is same as
the budget request and $40,000 less than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level. The purpose of
this program is to provide financial support to public and non-profit private entities to develop,
implement, and operate demonstration projects that will prevent the abandonment of infants and
young children; identify and address their needs, especially those infected with HIV; assist such
children to reside with their natural families or in foster care, as appropriate; provide respite care
for families and caregivers; and recruit and train caregivers. Grantees must establish a care plan
and case review system for each child.

Child welfare services and training

The Committee provides $291,986,000 for child welfare services. This is $1,898,000 more than
the fiscal year 2003 comparable amount and the same as the budget request. This program
authorized by title IV B of the Social Security Act provides grants to States to assist public
welfare agencies to establish, extend, and strengthen child welfare services in order to enable
children to remain in their homes under the care of their parents, or, where that is not possible, to
provide alternative permanent homes for them.

The Committee provides $7,470,000 for child welfare training. This is $21,000 more than the
fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. The Committee recognizes
the need for trained, skilled and qualified child welfare protection personnel. This program
provides teaching and traineeship grants to schools of social work to train social workers in the
specialty of child welfare.

The Committee continues to be concerned about the crisis existing in child welfare agencies
across the country. As States work to improve their child welfare workforce through targeted
training, it is vital that an independent evaluation of the effectiveness of those training programs
be conducted. The Committee is aware of the work of the National Resource Center on Child
Welfare Training and Evaluation at the University of Louisville and urges the Administration for
Children and Families to continue to partner with them as we seek to improve the effectiveness
of child welfare workers.

Adoption opportunities

The Committee provides $27,343,000 for adoption opportunities. This is $116,000 more than the
fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. The Adoption
Opportunities Program provides funding specifically targeted to improving the adoption of
children with special needs and minority children and for providing for innovative services that
support families involved in adoption.

Adoption incentives

The Committee provides $43,000,000 for the adoption incentives program. This is $280,000
more than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget request. This
program was authorized in the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997. These funds are used to
pay bonuses to States that increase their number of adoptions from the public foster care system.
This should make adoption a higher priority at the State level.

Adoption awareness












Violent crime reduction programs

The Committee provides $126,403,000 for family violence prevention and services and battered
women's shelters. This is $1,980,000 more than the budget request and the same as the fiscal
year 2003 comparable level. This program is designed to assist States in efforts to prevent family
violence and to provide immediate shelter and related assistance for victims of family violence
and their dependents, and to provide for technical assistance and training relating to family
violence programs to State and local public agencies (including law enforcement agencies),
nonprofit private organizations, and persons seeking such assistance.

The bill also includes $3,000,000 to continue funding the National Domestic Violence Hotline.
This is $438,000 more than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and the same as the budget
request.

Early Learning Fund

The Committee does not provide funding for the Early Learning Fund. The fiscal year 2003
comparable level for this program is $33,779,000. The budget did not request funding for this
program. This program was begun in fiscal year 2001 to help facilitate the development of
learning readiness in young children.

Faith-based center

The Committee provides $1,400,000 for the faith-based center. This is the same as the budget
request and $90,000 less than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level. The center will support
implementation of faith-based and community initiatives in accordance with the President's
executive order.

Mentoring children of prisoners

The Committee provides $25,000,000 for the mentoring children of prisoners program. This is
$15,065,000 above the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and $25,000,000 below the budget
request. This program supports competitively awarded grants to States and local governments,
Indian tribes and consortia, and faith and community-based organizations to mentor children of
prisoners and those recently released from prison.

Independent living training vouchers

The Committee provides $45,000,000 for independent living training vouchers. This is
$3,273,000 more than the fiscal year 2003 comparable level and $15,000,000 less than the
budget request. These funds support vouchers for college tuition or vocational training for
individuals who age out of the foster care system, so they can be better prepared to live
independently.

Promotion of responsible fatherhood and healthy marriages

The Committee does not include funding for the promotion of responsible fatherhood and
healthy marriages program. The budget request is $20,000,000. Legislation authorizing this
program is pending Congressional action.












