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Exhibit II-2

Key Indicators in the Evaluation Framework


Background Characteristics 

Family Characteristics 
Family structure 
Race/ethnicity/language 
Parent education 
Employment status 
Socio-economic status 
Parent values/attitudes 

Child Characteristics 
Race/ethnicity/language 
Age 
Gender 
Preschool experience 
Cognitive 
Social/emotional 
Health/physical 

Implementation Characteristics 

Agency experience Service delivery adaptations 
Recruitment of providers Supervision and support 
FCC contractors vs. employees Training provided 
Recruitment of families Record keeping 
Coordination of services Costs 

Comprehensiveness of Quality of Services
Services 

Performance Standards 
Education 
Health/nutrition 
Social services 
Parent involvement 

Caregiver Characteristics 
Education 
Experience 
Training 
Race/ethnicity/language 
Hourly wage/benefits 
Turnover 

Program Structure 
Adult-child ratio 
Group size 
Scheduling: hours of service 
Physical organization 
Materials/equipment 
Safety 

Program Dynamics 
Developmentally Appropriate: 

Curriculum 
Activities 
Grouping 
Teaching method 
Adult-child interaction 
Child-child interaction 

Effectiveness of Services 

Child Outcomes 
Cognitive 
Social/emotional 
Health/physical 

Parent Outcomes 
Involvement in Head Start 
Parenting skills/attitudes 
Economic self-sufficiency 

Exhibit II-3

Evaluation Design


Number of Children Assessed Number of Children Assessed 
Program Setting Cohort 1 (Pilot) Cohort 2 

Winter 1990 Spring 1994 Spring 1995 Fall 1994 Spring 1995 Spring 1996 

FCC homes 414 347 266 435 346 262


Center classrooms 470 409 300 478 399 284


Recruitment and Random Assignment 

Recruitment for the family child care home demonstration projects differed from the 

recruitment practices typically used in Head Start agencies because of the additional 

requirements for family eligibility and the random assignment of eligible children to either 

the family child care home or a center classroom setting. Random assignment was 

employed to ensure equivalent background characteristics across the children in the two 

Evaluation Design and Demonstration Site Characteristics—12 


























































































































































































































































































