January 7, 2002

TO:

STATE REFUGEE COORDINATORS



NATIONAL VOLUNTARY AGENCIES



OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES

FROM:
Carmel Clay-Thompson



Chief of Operations, Office of Refugee Resettlement

SUBJECT:
Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh’s Welcome

I am pleased to inform you that Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh’s appointment as Director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement has been confirmed.  As many of you know, he has deep experience and a strong commitment to the refugee program, having served as Deputy Director of this office from 1991-1993, and as Director of the Office of Refugee Affairs in California and as Coordinator of the Governor’ s California Refugee Task Force from 1976-1981.  Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh has been a member of the faculty of the California State University at Sacramento (CSUS), teaching Environmental Science since 1996.  He also taught Engineering Economics and the socioeconomic adaptation of refugees from Southeast Asia at CSUS and at the University of California at Davis (UCD).  He has worked as Manager at the California Environmental Protection Agency on market analysis and development, Federal Grants Coordinator, and as a member of the Environmental Technology Certification Program.  In 1990 he served as Community Relations Liaison for former Governor Deukmejian of California.  He was also a member of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from 1990-1993.  In the 80’s, Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh was senior economist for the State of California on water resources and environmental protection programs.  Prior to 1975, Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh was Director General of Planning for South Vietnam, in charge of economic development.  After returning from his studies in the U.S. in 1965, he joined the Nuclear Research Institute in Dalat, South Vietnam to conduct research on radiation biology.

Over the past decade, Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh has received numerous awards and certificates of appreciation from the California Legislature, the Department of Social Services, joint CSUS-UCD recognition, U.S. Departments of Energy and Agriculture, professional associations and community based non-profit organizations.  He received his doctorate in Economics from UCD, with specialization in Public Finance, Economic Development and International Trade.  He also graduated from the University of Florida with B.S. (high honors) and M.S. degrees in Agricultural Science.

With his appointment as Director, Judith May and I will continue to serve in his immediate office.  Nguyen Kimchi and Henley Portner have been appointed as Co-Directors of the Division of Community Resettlement.  Gayle Smith will continue as Director of the Division of Refugee Self-Sufficiency.

I would like to thank you for your support throughout the past ten months of transition.  We have covered much territory in that time, from resettlement for Burmese asylees in Guam to working with victims of trafficking in American Samoa and Alaska.  I have enjoyed a close working relationship with many of you, for which I am very grateful.  I look forward to our renewed efforts in refugee resettlement under the leadership of Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh.

