


What is the CLASS? 

The Classroom Assessment Scoring System is an observational instrument developed to assess classroom quality in preschool through third grade classrooms. The CLASS scales are based entirely on interactions of teachers and children in the classroom; scoring for any scale is not determined by the presence of materials, the physical environment or safety, or the adoption of a specific curriculum.  The CLASS assesses the quality of teachers’ social and instructional interactions with children, and the intentionality and productivity evident in the classroom setting. The specific areas assessed by the CLASS provide a comprehensive picture of teacher-child interactions known to have an influence on children’s social and academic development. The CLASS has been used in several large studies of preschool and elementary classrooms to document variations in quality within these settings and to predict students’ academic and social growth. It is also being used by several states to systematically evaluate and improve the quality of preschool classrooms.
How can I use the CLASS? 

The CLASS provides a mechanism through which researchers, policymakers, and practitioners can collect standardized information on the quality of classroom environments from preschool through third grade. Uses of the CLASS include research, program planning and evaluation, and professional development and supervision with teachers.
What does training involve?

The CLASS is a high inferential system and thus requires in-depth training. This training will be led by Marcia Kraft-Sayre, from the University of Virginia, who has trained and implemented the CLASS in the National Center for Early Development and Learning (NCEDL) Multi-State Study of Pre-Kindergarten. Training includes a set of pre-training exercises you complete on your own and two full days of training in which we cover background information on the CLASS and provide opportunities to practice scoring on videotaped segments. At the end of training we will give a reliability test. Those who pass the test will be certified as CLASS coders. Additional training materials will be made available to people who do not meet the reliability criteria. The training will run from about 9 to 4:30 each day. A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.

How do I apply for the training?

This training is limited to 15 people in Washington State. Ten slots are reserved for ECEAP. If you are interested, please mail the attached application by January 4, 2006. Priority will be given to applications received in the CTED ECEAP office by January 6. Successful applicants:

· Plan to apply the CLASS in their work.
· Commit to the ongoing discussion about using CLASS in Washington State.  

· Commit to completing the reading packet and exercises before the training date.

· Represent the cultural and geographic diversity of Washington State.

Applicants will receive notification of acceptance around January 8 by email. They will receive a  packet of materials to read before the meeting.

What is the cost of training?

There is no charge for staff from ECEAP contractors, except that we will charge back $350 to registered people who do not show up and cannot be replaced from the waiting list. The fee for confirmed applicants who are not with ECEAP is $350. This is usually a $600 training. Participants will be responsible for their own travel, lodging, and dinner costs. Lodging options will be mailed with confirmation.
For more information, contact:

Joyce Kilmer

Early Childhood Education Specialist

CTED Children’s Services

360.725.2843

joycek@cted.wa.gov
CLASS Pre-K Training Application

February 2-3, 2006     Olympia, Washington

Fax or mail this signed application by January 4, 2006 to Joyce Kilmer at:

CTED Children’s Services, PO Box 42525, Olympia WA  98504-2525     Fax:  360.586.0489
Applicant’s Name 





Email 






Phone Numbers 











Mailing Address 








 Zip 



Place of Employment 





Job Title 





Race/ethnicity/cultural group 











Check one:

· I am employed by an ECEAP contractor. I understand that CTED is paying my fee for this training. If I am unable to attend, I will make every effort to send a replacement from my program or from the CTED waiting list. If there is no replacement, I agree to pay the $350 fee.
· I am not employed by an ECEAP contractor. I understand that payment of $350 will be due upon acceptance of application.
Describe how you will use the  Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) in your work:

Would you like to be certified as a CLASS coder? This requires a reliability test after the training.

Do you agree to participate in phone and/or email conversations about the use of the CLASS tool in Washington State, during 2006 and 2007?     Please describe any limitations.

Do you commit to completing the pre-training reading and exercises, which will be mailed to you on         January 8, 2006?

Signature 








 Date 




This following signature acknowledges that the applicant’s ECEAP Director understands that this workshop is limited to 15 participants. CTED will pay for ECEAP staff who are accepted, however, there will be a charge back fee of $350 for no shows. 

ECEAP Director Signature:(if applicable) 




 Date 
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CLASS Pre-K Training





Thursday and Friday, February 2-3, 2006


9:00 AM – 4:30 PM


906 Columbia Street SW


2nd Floor Conference Room 


Olympia, Washington








