


A Three-Session Series
June 12, July 17, and August 28, 2007 at 11:00 am PST
ACF-Region 10-Seattle and the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare are pleased to announce a Summer Brown Bag Series of Technical Assistance Webinars. This Webinar series will provide a forum to consider critical substance abuse and child welfare issues, disseminate research findings, and inform the fields about innovative policy and practice initiatives related to the prevention and treatment of substance abuse. 
Session 1—Evidenced Based Practice
Tuesday, June 12

11:00am-1:00pm (PST)

Evidence-based practice (EBP) is a combination of the best available research evidence, the best clinical experience, and the best effort to be consistent with family/client values (Institute of Medicine, 2001). This session will discuss the utilization of evidence-based practices in substance abuse treatment as a method of achieving improved outcomes for children and families involved in the child welfare system. Classification ratings and methods will be discussed as will EBP databases and online collections. Two programs included in the Evidence-Based Clearinghouse process will be spotlighted. 
Presenters:

·  Nancy K. Young, Ph.D., Director, National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare; Irvine, California.
· Laine Alexandra, LCSW; Project Manager, The California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse for Child Welfare (CEBC) Chadwick Center for Children and Families- Rady Children's Hospital-San Diego; San Diego, California.
· Norma Finkelstein, Ph.D., Executive Director, Institute for Health and Recovery; Cambridge, Massachusetts.
· Jeff Pogue, Specialized Treatment And Recovery Services (STARS) Sacramento, California (Invited).
Session 2—Screening, Assessment, and Triage
Tuesday, July 17  

11:00am-1:00pm (PST)

Findings and practical experience have established that no single checklist yields the kind of information caseworkers need to make difficult decisions about whether parents need substance abuse treatment and if children are safe. There is an array of screening instruments and practice principles that, if used appropriately, can provide timely information to guide those decisions. Models will be presented to help staff of public and private agencies respond to families affected by substance use disorders. 

Suggestions for standards of practice within each of the three systems, and a focus on the connections, communications and collaborative capacities across them will be discussed. 

Presenters: TBA 

Session 3—Pre-treatment Resources and Models

Tuesday, August 28

11:00am-1:00pm (PST)

Motivated by the mandates of child welfare timeframes that families have to complete case plans, case workers are called upon to provide services as soon as possible. Methods of engaging and retaining families in substance abuse treatment as well as models of practice and pre-treatment methods will be discussed.

Presenters: TBA 
Logistics and Registration

A Webinar is a seminar-type presentation provided over the web.  It provides participants the opportunity to simultaneously listen to and view presentations. Participants will also have the option of participating by audio-only. All presentation materials, the web address, and dial-in information for the Summer Series will all be provided in advance. The June 12, 2007 Webinar registration information will be forthcoming. There is no cost to participate in the Webinar and a toll-free telephone line will be provided for connecting to the call.   

 

For those unable to participate on the Webinar series, a recording and all presentation materials will be available for viewing after the completion of each Webinar.
For questions about logistics, registration or program content, contact Janice King-Dunbar at

(206) 615-2716 or janice.kingdunbar@acf.hhs.gov.
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