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Research to Practice Resource Sheet



 Early Childhood Social-Emotional-Behavioral Resources

The following four resources can provide a starting point for further discussion of 

social-emotional-behavioral issues.   

“SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD: What We Know and Where to Go From Here,”  by S.A. Denham & R. P. Weissberg (In E. Chesebrough, P. King, T. P. Gullotta, & M. Bloom(Eds.), A Blueprint for the Promotion of Prosocial Behavior in Early Childhood, pp. 13-50. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, 2004.
Web Link: http://www.casel.org/downloads/SELearlychildhood.pdf#search=%22Social%20Emotional%20Learning%20in%20Early%20Childhood%3A%20What%20We%20Know%20and%20Where%20to%20Go%20From%20Here%22
This article provides an extensive review of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) research regarding the development of skills such as self-awareness, self-management, emotional expressiveness, social awareness, responsible decision-making, and relationship management. The authors examine specific strategies including positive guidance, attachment to caring adults, teaching about/modeling appropriate behaviors and utilizing information on risk and protective processes. They also discuss criteria for successful SEL programming and review several “Best Bet” programs/program components.

Emotions Matter: Making the Case for the Role of Young Children’s Emotional Development for Early School Readiness, by C. Cybele Raver (In Social Policy Report, Volume XVI Number 3, 2002).

Web Link: 

http://www.srcd.org/Documents/Publications/SPR/spr16-3.pdf#search=%22srcd%20emotions%20matter%22
This report looks at research which links social-emotional development to school readiness and examines policies and interventions that affect children’s emotional adjustment. The report identifies “an array of choices in ways that [policy makers] can make sound investments in young children’s emotional development and school readiness.” The report’s findings suggest broadening “mandates for school readiness to include children’s emotional and behavioral adjustment as key programmatic goals.”

Inventory of Practices for Promoting Social Emotional Competence, developed by the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning.

Web Link: 
http://csefel.uiuc.edu/modules/module1/handout4.pdf
The inventory has two sections (an “Inventory of Practices” and an “Action Plan”) designed to help “identify training needs and plan a course of action to address four general areas: (a) building positive relationships, (b) creating supportive environments, (c) social emotional teaching strategies, and (d) individualized intensive interventions.”

Compendium of Screening Tools for Early Childhood Social-Emotional Development, by Todd Sosna, PhD, and Amy Mastergeorge, PhD, California Institute for Mental Health, December, 2005. 
Web Link: http://www.first5caspecialneeds.org/documents/IPFMHI_CompendiumofScreeningTools.pdf#search=%22social%20emotional%20screening%20assessment%22
This guide describes screening and assessment tools for early childhood social-emotional health. It suggests criteria and procedures for selecting screening and/or assessment tools for use in school readiness sites or other local early childhood programs.
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