WALKING IN TWO WORLDS

A Brief Overview of the Eastern Region




B First agreement made with European nations
and the Haudenosaunee

Overview of Two Row Wampum - The Two Row Wampum belt is the symbolic record of
the first agreement between Europeans and American Indian Nations on Turtle
Island/North America. The agreement outlines a mutual, three-part commitment to
friendship, peace between peoples, and living in parallel forever. The purple wampum
beads signify the courses of two vessels — a Haudenosaunee canoe and a European ship
— traveling down the river of life together, parallel but never touching. The three white
stripes denote peace and friendship.

Seeking the balance of living true to the traditional teachings, and living in the modern
world. Maintaining identity as Native person and functional, content, self sufficient;
both as a community and as individuals.



dstern Region T/TA Center

@ Contains 37 states and the
largest land mass of the ND |
four regions. =

| It is home to 59.3% of
American Indians/ Alaska
Natives in the United
States per the 2010 census.

Of 566 Federally
Recognized Tribes, only
123, or less than 25% are
located in the Eastern
Region.




Fastern Region con’t

B 65 out of 67 State Recognized Tribes

B 4 of the 13 active petitions for federal
acknowledgement are in the Eastern Region.

Indian Affairs

Existing regulations put a heavy burden of proof on groups seeking federal tribal recognition, and the vast
majority of applicants have never completed the process.
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Many tribes seeking recognition are from the Southeast. Many speculate this is due to
their first contact with colonists and the difficulty of finding historical records required for
the recognition process.



cocation of Large Land Base

North Dakota

Minnesota
Michigan

South Dakota

6 of the Federally Recognized Tribes in the Eastern Region have service regions that
encompass communities that cover a 2-4 state area.

lowa Tribe of Kansas & Nebraska

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi - Michigan and Indiana

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska - South Dakota, Nebraska, lowa

Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri - Kansas and Nebraska

Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribe - North and South Dakota

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe - North Dakota and South Dakota

Oklahoma has the 3rd highest number of Native American’s of any state and has the
largest population of Native Americans in the Eastern Region.

Oklahoma has only 1 reservation. The rest of the Tribes have Jurisdictional
Boundaries that are extremely small and cover only a few acres.



Unique & Diverse

5 Governments: Traditional vs Non Traditional

= Land Base: Reservation vs Checkerboard vs
No Land Base

= Urban vs Rural

Native communities run the spectrum from very traditional governments that don’t accept
federal funds to the very non-traditional that do, and everything in between.

In the Eastern Region, tribal land bases differ from reservations, to urban centers with no
land base, to a checkerboard of tribal trust property, Indian allotments, and to
restricted Indian lands (such as in Oklahoma). Land base has a profound effect on
the community including issues of jurisdiction and how tribes interact with state
and federal agencies.



18 of the 28 states that have Tribal Casinos are located within the Eastern Region.

Only about one-third of the gaming tribes had approved Revenue Allocation Plans in place
to distribute per capita payments to individual tribal members.

Most casino revenues fund tribal government operations or programs
provide for the general welfare of the Indian tribe and its members
promote tribal economic development

donate to charitable organizations

help fund operations of local government agencies.



Reservation Life

m Access to
programs, services,
health care

B Extended Families
m Cultural Resources

= Sense of
Community

As with any population, Native communities have the same problems with substance abuse
as any other population.

In general, unemployment is higher on reservations but severity differs between
communities.



= New York City

= Oklahoma City
= Tulsa

Chicago
Houston
San Antonio

The US Census indicates native urban populations are growing but the reality is, funds don’t
follow them.

Urban Centers provide many of the services available through tribal governments but for a
more diverse clientele. Services include: employment resources, social services (youth &
elder programs), and cultural teachings.

Although not on the list Minneapolis, Minnesota also has a large native population. It also
has a native chief of police and the only American Indian preference project-based Section
8 rental assistance community in the United States.

Minnesota has a Native American state representative.



State and Non-Federally Recognized Tribes and
Non-profit organizations have:

@ Very small infrastructures
= Few employees

@ Little or no working capital

= Rely heavily on:
» Volunteerism
» Small corporate and state grants

The Eastern Region consists of diverse tribal cultures, native languages, and tribal
industries.

State Recognized, Non-Federally Recognized and Native Non-Profits for the most
part have very small infrastructures and expendable funds and rely heavily on
volunteerism, small corporate and state grants and Federal Discretionary Grants to
stay in operation. Staffing for a large percentage of these organizations can be as
little as 1-3 individuals. Because so many of these organizations are small, very few
if any have indirect cost rate agreements and do not meet the threshold for

mandatory audits so you will in many cases that they do not have IDC’s nor do they
discuss audits.
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Current Issues

Environment: @ Employment
= Land @ Infrastructure
= Water

= Climate change

= Invasive species

Education

Child Welfare

Fishing/hunting rights

Language preservation

Recognition

Health and Wellness

Economic Development

North Dakota Qil Boon

Keystone Pipe line and potential for environmental disaster on tribal lands
Land erosion impacting whole communities

Climate change

Economic downturn

Diversifying tribal/community economies

Wellness of communities and their inhabitants



Péerseverance and Survival

= Federal and state programs

B Investments
» Inside and outside the community

B Variety of industries

E-Land base not always conveniently located to
support economic ventures and keep money in
the communities.

Seminole Tribe of Florida diverse investments

Gaming

Hospitality Industry

Manufacturing

Agri-business — Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Health care operation - Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
Energy industry.....oil in ND and OK, wind in SD and MN
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Cultural Revival

B Akwesasne Cultural Restoration Project

m Settlement from Natural Resource
Damages Assessment Claim

= Master/ Apprentice program

Another trend among tribes/organizations, is to address the need to continue or
revitalize cultural practices. As an example, a settlement claim enabled one
community to design a program specific to their heritage.

* The Akwesasne Cultural Restoration (ACR) program was designed through a
collaborative community-based effort to counter the cultural impacts of
environmental contamination that occurred in the area from the 1930s through
the 1980s.

* The program arose from Akwesasne’s participation in the Natural Resources
Damages Assessment (NRDA) process, legal process that resulted from the 1981
“Superfund” legislation in which corporations provided redress to communities
that have suffered from the egregious pollution of their local environments.

* Akwesasne re-envisioned the process within a context of their own nationhood
by focusing on these two questions: How has industrial pollution affected the
Akwesasne Mohawk peoples way of life? And, what can be done to restore that
way of life?
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Hunting & Trapping
Mohawk Language
Fishing & Water Use
Horticulture

Traditional Medicines
Black Ash Basketmaking

Continuing the passage of knowledge to future generations
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Diversity

* Vastly different cultures and languages
e Urban, rural and in between

* Continuum of organizational capacity
* Myriad of issues

* Range of political sophistication

The Eastern Region is a diverse region with hundreds of unique native cultures and
languages. Our communities are as varied as our people — from tribes located in
extremely isolated locations to native peoples residing in major urban areas. We
have a large number of federally recognized tribes, non-federally recognized tribes
and native non-profits. All of this makes the work that we do both challenging and
extremely rewarding.
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