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Teen Pregnancy Prevention Research and 

Evaluation Projects 

•

•

•

•

PREP Multi-Component Study 

PPA Study- Innovative Strategies 

TPP Evidence Review 

Community Wide Study 
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Federal Collaborations 

•

•

•

•

•

Office of Policy Research and Evaluation  

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning 

and  Evaluation 

Centers for Disease Control 

Office of Adolescent Health 

Family and Youth Service Bureau 
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Research and Evaluation 

Effective Federal Research and Evaluation 
Incorporate Numerous Aspects  

 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Assessment       

Intervention 

Technical Assistance 

Monitoring 

Site Recruitment 

Community Collaboration 

Assessing impact or implementation 
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Cultural Foundation 

•

•

For any intervention to work optimally it must 

be based in the cultural worldview of the 

population it seeks to serve. 

 

We are committed to the provision of 

culturally appropriate teen pregnancy 

prevention and adulthood preparation 

programs that meet the unique needs of 

Tribal youth. 



  

Merging research with…. 

Problem 
6 

Define the 

Problem 

Identify Risk 

& Protective 

Factors 

Develop & 

Test 

Interventions 

Implement & 

Evaluate 

Programs 

Response 



 

…Practice and Service 
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Response 

Provide 

Technical 

Assistance 

Set & Collect 

Performance 

Measures 

Monitor Quality 

of Program 

Implementation 

Assess 

Public Health 

Impact 
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Linking Research to Action 

Accurate, Consistent & Efficient 

Data Collection, Reporting and 

evaluation 

Informed Decision 

Making 

Maximize 

Program Impact 



 Research to Practice 
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Problems 

Define the 

problem 

through 

existing 

research 

Identify 

risk & 

protective 

factors 

Develop 

interventions 

 

Implement  

programs 

 

Provide Technical 

Assistance 

Set & collect 

performance 

measures  

Monitor & 

evaluate 

program 

performance   

 

Provide Technical 

Assistance 

Assess 

program 

impact 

Response 
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We essentially have four objectives: 

•

•

•

•

Objective 1:  Ascertain the pregnancy prevention 
and adult preparation needs of Tribal youth 

Objective 2:  Adapt existing evidence based 
programs to meet the pregnancy prevention and 
adult preparation needs of Tribal youth 

Objective 3:  Identify effective programs that already 
work to address The pregnancy prevention and 
adult preparation needs of Tribal youth 

Objective 4:  Evaluate those programs’ effectiveness 
at meeting the specific pregnancy prevention and 
adult preparation needs of Tribal youth  
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Challenges and Barriers to program 

success 
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
 

 

Synthesis and translation of research to practice                    
(and practice to research) 

EBP dissemination, selection, and uptake 

Ensuring sufficient implementation quality and fidelity 

Understanding adaptation and preventing program drift  

Measuring and monitoring implementation and outcomes 

Policy, systems, and infrastructure barriers 

Sustainability in the absence of a clearly defined model 

 
 
Bumbarger, B. and Perkins, D. (2008). After Randomized Trials: Issues related to dissemination of 

evidence-based interventions. Journal of Children’s Services,3(2), 53-61. 
 
Bumbarger, B., Perkins, D., and Greenberg, M. (2009). Taking Effective Prevention to Scale. In B. 

Doll, W.  Pfohl, & J. Yoon (Eds.) Handbook of Youth Prevention Science.  New York: Routledge.  
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Performance Measurement 

•

•

•

Program Accountability 

 

Program Implementation 

 

Program Improvement 
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Program Accountability 

•

•

•

Reporting to Congress 

 

Reporting to ACF/ACYF/FYSB leadership 

 

Grantees 



17 

Program Implementation 

•

•

•

Cost of implementation 

 

Identifying factors associated with greater 

implementation success 

 

Adulthood preparation 
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Program Improvement 

•

•

•

Setting clear and appropriate benchmarks 

 

Providing T & TA to identified programs 

 

Find balance between evidence-based 

practices and practice-based evidence 
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What’s involved in performance 

measurement  
•

•

•

•

•

•

Domain development 

Testing 

Data collection and reporting frequency and 

method 

Benchmark setting  

Technical assistance 

Feedback  

 



 

 20 

Performance measurement (tentative 

list, subject to change) 

 

 

•

•

•

Sexual Activity: % of youth that report having 
had sexual activity 

 

Condom use: % of sexually-active youth that 
report not using a condom at any time in last 
three months 

 

Contraceptive use: % of sexually-active youth 
that report not using contraception at any time in 
last three months 
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Performance measurement (tentative 

list, subject to change) 
•

•

•

•

Intention to have sex: % of youth that report they 
intend to have sex in the next year 

 

Intention to use a condom: % of youth that report 
they intend to use a condom 

 

Intention to use contraception: % of youth that 
report they intend to use a contraceptive method 

 

Pregnancy: % of youth that report pregnancy 
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Performance measurement (tentative 

list subject to change) 
•

•

•

Perceived impact of program on sex: % of youth who report 
that they are either less likely or much less likely to have 
sex in the next year due to the program 

 

Perceived impact of program on condom use: % of youth 
who report that they are either more likely or much more 
likely to use a condom due to the program 

 

Perceived impact of program on contraceptive use: % of 
youth who report that they are either more likely or much 
more likely to use contraception due to the program 



23 

HHS List of Evidence-Based Program 

Models  
• PPRER (Pregnancy Prevention Research Evidence Review)  

•

•

•

•

•

 

 

http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/oah-initiatives/tpp/programs.html 

An independent systematic review of the evidence base for programs 
that have shown evidence of preventing teen pregnancy, reducing the 
rates of sexually transmitted infections, and impacting rates of 
associated sexual risk behaviors.    

This review process was approved by a workgroup comprised of 
representatives from HHS, including the Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
the Office of Adolescent Health (OAH), and the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE). 

The results of this review have been used to produce the HHS List of 
Evidence-Based Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program Models. 

These programs reflect a range of approaches that exist in the field (e.g., 
youth development, comprehensive sex education, abstinence, 
HIV/STI). 

http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/oah-initiatives/tpp/programs.html
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Federal Evaluation Plan (Preliminary) 

Impact and Implementation Study 

• The purpose of the Impact and Implementation 
Study is to track and document the program 
operations of one(1) PREP program, and to 
assess its effectiveness in positively affecting 
the behavior and related outcomes of Tribal 
youth. This study offers a Tribal PREP program 
the opportunity to tell their unique story via a 
national-level evaluation. This will enable the 
selected program to directly contribute to future 
efforts to design and implement programs to 
reduce teen pregnancy.  



Federal evaluation: Research Design 

(Preliminary) 
•

•

•

•

Randomized assignment of participants 

 

Baseline and 2 follow-ups 

 

Sufficient number of youth per site 

 

In-depth documentation of selected 

program’s implementation  
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Federal Evaluation: Inclusion criteria 

(Preliminary)  
•

•

•

•

Sufficient number of youth (sample) 

 

Experience with impact evaluations 

 

Capacity to participate within an impact 
evaluation 

 

Willingness to participate within a federal 
evaluation 
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Planning + Collaboration = Success 

 

Federal 

Government 

Local and 

Federal 

Research 

and 

Evaluation 

T & TA 

Providers 
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Grantees & 

Community
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Community Collaboration 

Community participation is key to the success of 
the Tribal PREP program 

 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Planning Year (strategic planning) 

Capacity Building 

Evaluation Framework 

Barriers 

Data Collection 

Assessment 

Communication and Marketing 
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Mechanisms 



Quote:  

“The ultimate function of education is to secure 

the survival and prosperity of a people.” 

 - Amos Wilson 
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Thank You! 

   Questions? 




