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Sampling of GIS Events

Year Activity Application Platform
1997 Performance Contracting LANS Database Atlas, GIS & GDT 

Dynamap 2000

2001 Inter-Agency Coordination: Data LANS Database 
Upgrade

ArcView, 3.2a., & 
IDOT/Navteq streets

2006 Educational/Reunification 
Outcomes

SchoolMinder ArcGIS Server, 
Consultant

2008 Resource Development: Foster 
Care

High Need Areas ArcMap

2008 Inter-Agency Coordination: 
Services

Statewide Provider 
Database

Google Maps, 
Consultant

2009 Inter-Agency Coordination:
Data

Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency
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Current GIS Resources & 
Responsibilities
• DCFS

– ArcMap, ArcInfo and 
ArcServer

– PT admin & clerical
– GIS server applications: 

SchoolMinder and 
GeoMapping

– Geocoding, mapping, analysis 
and maintenance

• Northwestern (Contract)
– ArcInfo
– 1 ft GIS administrator
– Mapping and analysis
– Data collection (SPD)

• GIS and Free Datasets 
– IDOT: points, lines and 

polygons of mid-western 
streets, cities, and counties, etc.

• Use in-house address locators
– DOR: Taxing district 

boundaries including school 
and library districts 

– ISBE: School addresses and 
population descriptions

– Bureau of Census: Census 
tracts and census block 
polygons

– City of Chicago: School 
catchment areas, aldermanic 
and police districts, etc.

*ArcMap/ArcInfo purchases include nationwide map and street file coverage supporting mapping and geocoding.
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IDCFS Today: The Numbers

• Children
– Wards: 18,306

• Served by Agencies
– 14,042

• Served by DCFS
– 3,994

• Current likely permanencies
– 1,255

– Child case openings last 
calendar year: 4,609

– Subsidized permanencies:  
31,768

• Adoption
– 27,307

• Guardianship
– 4,461

• Families: 13,028
– Non-Intact

• 7,042
– Intact

• 5,986
• Licenses: 28,931

– Includes day care, relative 
and traditional, excludes 
institution/group homes

• Performance Contracting
– 6 DCFS regions
– 44 private agencies
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Decreasing Distance to Improve 
Educational & Reunification Outcomes

SchoolMinder: First Year
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SchoolMinder – School Known
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SchoolMinder – Results & Call List
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Developing Foster Care Resources 
Where We Need Them: High Need Areas
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Statewide Provider Database (SPD)

• Currently contains information on:
– 1,400 agencies
– 3,124 programs across the state
– Over 16,987 services

• Includes programs with and without DCFS 
contracts 

• Includes data on which of state departments 
contract for services
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Community Collaboration: SPD’s Not 
Just for DCFS Users
• Chicago Public Schools 

Social Workers
• YMCA
• Chicago Police Department 

Community Policing Unit 
• Kane County Learning 

Network
• Youth 1st
• Alternative Schools 

Network (mentors)
• Chicago Department of 

Public Health

• Northwestern Legal Clinic
• La Rabida
• Family Focus - Nuestra 

Familia
• LAN 79
• Birth Parent Council 

Summit
• Safety Networks
• Cook County Probation
• South Suburban Family 

Shelter
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SPD Program Types, Populations 
and Services
• Program Types

– Mental Health, Substance Abuse, 
Domestic Violence, Parenting, Non-
clinical, Early Childhood, General 
Medical

• Target Populations
– Deaf/hard-of-hearing, Developmentally 

disabled, Young Children, Teen parents, 
Sexual offenders, Trauma survivors, 
GLBTQ, Foster care, Juvenile 
Offenders, Physically Challenged/ 
Medically Complex, Victims of Human 
Trafficking, Individuals with 
HIV/AIDS, Homeless

• Services
– Anger Management, Advocacy, Art 

therapy, Case management, Crisis 
intervention, Drug testing, 
Educational testing, Family 
counseling, Food/meals, Gang 
awareness, Neuropsychological 
testing, Parenting assessment, 
Parenting skills training Peer support 
group, Services for parent/guardian, 
Psychiatric evaluation, Psychological 
testing, Psychosocial assessment, 
Recreational activities, Tutoring/mentoring, 
Violence prevention, Vocational 
assessment/training
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Contact Info:

• GIS at DCFS, SchoolMinder
– Richard Foltz

Richard.Foltz@Illinois.gov
312.814-6878

• Statewide Provider Database, GeoMapping
– Dana Weiner, PhD

Dana.Weiner@Illinois.gov
312-814-4109

mailto:Richard.Foltz@Illinois.gov
mailto:Dana.Weiner@Illinois.gov
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