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Item 
No. 

Rating 
Factor 

Requirement Finding Task Date Notes 

1 2 Each State's data transmission 
must include all children in foster 
care for whom the State title IV-
B/IV-E agency has responsibility 
for placement, care, or supervision 
(45 CFR 1355.40(a)(2)). 
 

Program Code 
1) The program code does not 
exclude records of children 
whose only placement is a 
hospital or a locked facility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) The reporting population 
includes children whose only 
placement is that of a non-
custodial parent (the child was 
removed from the custodial 
parent and placed with the non-
custodial parent). 
 

Program Code 
1) Modify the program code to 
check whether the only 
placement in a removal 
episode is a hospital.  If the 
only placement setting in the 
removal episode is a hospital, 
exclude the record. 
 
1a) Modify the program code 
to check whether the only 
placement in a removal 
episode is a locked facility.  If 
the only placement setting in 
the removal episode is a locked 
facility, exclude the record. 
 
2) Identify a method to 
distinguish this situation with 
possibly a different type of 
placement code. This may be 
required to cover situations in 
which the agency may have 
placement and care 
responsibility as well as those 
in which the agency is only 
providing supervision. 
 
2a) Make changes to the 
system as necessary. 
 
2b)  Modify the program code 
to exclude these records from 
the reporting population.  See 
elements #18 and 21 regarding 
the start date of a removal 
episode should the child be 
placed in a foster care setting. 
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3) Provide training to 
caseworkers on the new 
approach for recording these 
cases. 

4 1 This population includes all 
children supervised by or under 
the responsibility of another 
public agency with which the title 
IV-B/IV-E State agency has an 
agreement under title IV-E and on 
whose behalf the State makes title 
IV-E foster care maintenance 
payments (Appendix A to Part 
1355--Foster Care Data Elements, 
Section II--Definitions). 

Florida has an inter-agency 
agreement with Department of 
Juvenile Justice. The State has 
included these records in 
previous report periods but then 
stopped reporting them.   
 

1) Modify the program code to 
include the records of youth 
under the responsibility of DJJ 
and for whom a title IV-E foster 
care maintenance payment is 
paid.  
 
2) DCF will need to ensure that 
DJJ is recording and providing 
the correct information for 
AFCARS. 

  

8 3 Include all children who are in the 
placement, care, or supervision 
responsibility of the title IV-B/E 
agency that are on “trial home 
visits” (Child Welfare Policy 
Manual, Section 1.3). 

See findings in foster care 
elements #23, 24, and 41.  There 
are instances in which the child 
is placed back home and the 
agency still has care and 
placement responsibility. 
Records were identified during 
the case file review in which the 
agency’s responsibility for 
placement and care had not 
been dismissed by the court.  

See Tasks for foster care 
elements #23, 24, and 41.   

  

12 2 The data must be extracted from 
the data system as of the last day 
of the reporting period and must 
be submitted in electronic form as 
described in appendix C to this 
part and in record layouts as 
delineated in appendix D to this 
part. 
 
For foster care information, the 
child-specific data to be 
transmitted must reflect the data 
in the information system when 
the data are extracted (45 CFR 

Program Code:  LNs 542 – 555, 
638 – 649 and 703 – 706. 
The program code is incorrectly 
including events that occur after 
the end of the reporting period.   
 
 
 

Program Code 
1) Ensure that all elements are 
reported based on the regular 
report period being 
transmitted. 
 
2) Ensure that the program 
code is correctly selecting the 
right information for files that 
are resubmitted (i.e., a 
“subsequent” file).  
3) Line #160 appears to have a 
greater than sign (>).  Should it 
have been a less than sign (<)? 

  



AFCARS ASSESSMENT REVIEW IMPROVEMENT PLAN: General Requirements 

State: Florida 

USDHHS/ACF/ACYF/Children’s Bureau Page 3 

1355.40(b)(2)). 
 
Provide data for all children who 
were discharged from foster care 
at any time during the reporting 
period, or in the previous 
reporting period, if not previously 
reported (Appendix D, 45 CFR 
1355 Foster Care and Adoption 
Record Layouts Section A.1.b(5)). 

 

13 2 45 CFR 1355.40(b)(1) and section 
(b)(3) 
The State agency shall transmit 
semi-annually information on each 
child adopted during the reporting 
period. 
 
Adoption data are to be reported 
during the reporting period in 
which the adoption is legalized or, 
at the State's option, in the 
following reporting period if the 
adoption is legalized within the 
last 60 days of the reporting 
period. For a semi-annual period 
in which no adoptions have been 
legalized, States must report such 
an occurrence. 

Program Code: LNs 20 – 113. 
If an adoption occurs at the end 
of a report period and is not 
entered prior to the report 
period being submitted, it is 
never picked-up in the next 
report period.   

Program Code 
Implement a method, such as 
flagging a record that has not 
been transmitted, in order to 
ensure that all adoptions are 
reported. 

  

 




