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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

TO: State, Tribal and Territorial Agencies Administering or Supervising the Administration of
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act, Indian Tribes, Tribal Organizations and Tribal Consortia
(Tribes).

SUBJECT: Extended deadline to implement and submit a title IV-E plan amendment — Annual
Credit Report required by the Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act
(Public Law (Pub. L.) 112-34).

LEGAL AND RELATED REFERENCES: Section 475(5)(I) of title IV-E of the Social
Security Act (the Act); ACYF-CB-PI-11-09.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Information Memorandum (IM) is to extend the deadline to
implement annual credit report requirements and re-submit section 2.D.6 of the title IV-E plan
amendment.

INFORMATION: The President signed Pub. L. 112-34 into law on September 30, 2011. Pub.
L. 112-34 amends the case review system definition to require that each child age 16 and older in
foster care receive a copy of any consumer credit report annually until discharged from foster
care, and must be assisted in interpreting the credit report and resolving any inaccuracies (section
475(5)(I) of the Act). This amendment became effective October 1, 2011, unless the Regional
Office approved a delayed effective date permitted under certain conditions if the State was
required to enact legislation to comply with this provision. In ACYF-CB-PI-11-09, we
instructed title IV-E agencies to submit a title IV-E plan amendment that incorporates the annual
credit reporting provisions in section 2.D.6 by January 31, 2012. We are now extending the
deadline as described below.



http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/policy/pi/2011/pi1109.pdf

Extension of the Deadline to Implement and Submit a Title IV-E Plan Amendment for Credit
Reports for Youth in Foster Care:

Title IV-E agencies have expressed difficulties implementing the annual credit report
requirements, including determining how best to obtain credit reports on behalf of a child
in foster care and identifying who is best suited to resolve any inaccuracies. The
Children’s Bureau (CB) is working with the U.S. Federal Trade Commission and the
three national credit bureaus to provide technical assistance and guidance to title IV-E
agencies' on annual credit reporting. CB will issue additional guidance to assist title IV-E
agencies to comply with section 475(5)(I) of the Act and will provide a new deadline to
implement the requirement and submit a revised title [V-E plan amendment.

In accordance with forthcoming guidance and an updated submission deadline, States that
submitted a title [V-E plan amendment in accordance with the January 31, 2012 deadline, will
also have the opportunity to resubmit their title IV-E plan amendment.

Inquiries: Children's Bureau Regional Program Managers
/s/

Bryan Samuels
Commissioner
Attachment:
CB Regional Office Program Managers

'"We note that the annual credit report requirement applies to Tribes receiving title IV-B, subpart
1 funds. This delayed implementation deadline applies to Tribal IV-B agencies as well.



Regional Program Managers

ATTACHMENT A

Region | - Boston

Bob Cavanaugh
bob.cavanaugh@acf.hhs.gov
JFK Federal Building, Rm. 2000

Region VI - Dallas

Janis Brown
janis.Brown@acf.hhs.gov
1301 Young Street, Suite 945

| Boston, MA 02203 Vi Dallas, TX 75202-5433
(617) 565-1020 (214) 767-8466
States: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New States: Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont Oklahoma, Texas
Region Il - New York City Region VII - Kansas City
Junius Scott Rosalyn Wilson
junius.scott@acf.hhs.gov rosalyn.wilson@acf.hhs.gov
26 Federal Plaza, Rm. 4114 Federal Office Building
Il New York, NY 10278 VI Room 276
(212) 264-2890 601 E 12th Street
States and Territories: New Jersey, New York, Kansas City, MO 64106
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands (816) 426-3981
States: lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska
Region Il - Philadelphia Region VIII - Denver
Lisa Pearson Marilyn Kennerson
lisa.pearson@acf.hhs.gov marilyn.kennerson@acf.hhs.gov
150 S. Independence Federal Office Building
Mall West - Suite 864 1961 Stout Street - 9th Floor
1] Philadelphia, PA 19106-3499 VIl | Denver, CO 80294-3538
(215) 861-4000 (303) 844-3100
States: Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, States: Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia Dakota, Utah, Wyoming
Region IV - Atlanta Region IX - San Francisco
Ruth Walker Douglas Southard
ruth.walker@acf.hhs.gov douglas.southard@acf.hhs.gov
Atlanta Federal Center 90 7" Street - 9" Floor
61 Forsyth Street S.W. Suite 4M60 San Francisco, CA 94103
IV | Atlanta, GA 30303 IX | (415)437-8425
(404) 562-2900 States and Territories: Arizona, California, Hawaii,
States: Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, North Nevada, Outer Pacific—American Samoa
Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina, Kentucky, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas,
Tennessee Federated States of Micronesia (Chuuk, Pohnpei,
Yap) Guam, Marshall Islands, Palau
Region V - Chicago Region X - Seattle
Angela Green Tina Minor
angela.green@acf.hhs.gov tina.minor@acf.hhs.gov
233 N. Michigan Avenue 2201 Sixth Avenue, Suite 300, MS-70
Vv Suite 400 X Seattle, WA 98121

Chicago, IL 60601

(312) 353-9672

States: lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
Ohio, Wisconsin

(206) 615-3657
States: Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington
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