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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

TO: The State Office, Agency or Organization Designated by the Governor to Apply for a Child
Abuse and Neglect State Grant

SUBJECT: NEW LEGISLATION- Public Law 114-22, the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of
2015

LEGAL AND RELATED REFERENCES: Title | of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act, as amended by Public Law 114-22, enacted May 29, 2015 (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.)

PURPOSE: To inform states of the enactment of the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015
and provide basic information on the resulting changes in the CAPTA grants to states for child abuse
or neglect prevention and treatment programs, including changes to the definition of child abuse and
neglect.

INFORMATION: The President signed Public Law (P.L.) 114-22, the Justice for Victims of
Trafficking Act of 2015, into law on May 29, 2015. The law amends the CAPTA state grant program
to add new state plan requirements and modifies the definition of child abuse and neglect, in addition
to making amendments to other statutes.

Specifically, the amendments to CAPTA:
1) Require states to assure and describe in their CAPTA state plan that they have:

o0 provisions and procedures regarding identifying and assessing all reports involving
known or suspected child sex trafficking victims (as defined in section 103(10) of the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) (22 U.S.C. 7102));

o0 provisions and procedures for training CPS workers about identifying, assessing and
providing comprehensive services to children who are sex trafficking victims, including
efforts to coordinate with state law enforcement, juvenile justice, and social service
agencies such as runaway and homeless youth shelters.

2) Require states to collect and report, to the maximum extent practicable, the number of children
who are victims of sex trafficking as part of the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data
System (NCANDS).



3) Require states to consider any child who is identified by a state as a victim of sex trafficking or
severe forms of trafficking (as defined in sections 103(9)(A) and (10) of the TVPA) as a victim
of “child abuse and neglect” and “sexual abuse.” A state may, at state option, apply the
trafficking portion of the definition to a person who has not attained age 24.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The law is effective two years after enactment (May 29, 2017).

INQUIRIES TO: Children’s Bureau Regional Program Managers

Is/ Is/

Mark Greenberg JooYeun Chang

Acting Commissioner, ACYF Associate Commissioner, CB
Attachments:

A —Public Law 114-22
B — CB Regional Office Program Managers



https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/178/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s178%22%5D%7D

Regional Program Managers — Children’s Bureau

Region 1 - Boston

Bob Cavanaugh
bob.cavanaugh@acf.hhs.gov
JFK Federal Building, Rm. 2000

Region 6 - Dallas

Janis Brown
janis.brown@acf.hhs.gov
1301 Young Street, Suite 945

Boston, MA 02203 ® | Dallas, Tx 75202-5433

(617) 565-1020 (214) 767-8466

States: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New States: Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,

Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont Oklahoma, Texas

Region 2 - New York City Region 7 - Kansas City

Alfonso Nicholas Deborah Smith

alfonso.nicholas@acf.hhs.gov deborah.smith@acf.hhs.gov

26 Federal Plaza, Rm. 4114 Federal Office Building

New York, NY 10278 / Room 349

(212) 264-2890, x 145 601 E 12th Street

States and Territories: New Jersey, New York, Kansas City, MO 64106

Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands (816) 426-2262
States: lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska

Region 3 - Philadelphia Region 8 - Denver

Lisa Pearson Marilyn Kennerson

lisa.pearson@acf.hhs.gov marilyn.kennerson@acf.hhs.gov

150 S. Independence 1961 Stout Street

Mall West - Suite 864 3 Byron Rogers Federal Building

Philadelphia, PA 19106-3499 Denver, CO 80294-3538

(215) 861-4030 (303) 844-1163

States: Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, States: Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South

Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia Dakota, Utah, Wyoming

Region 4 - Atlanta Region 9 - San Francisco

Shalonda Cawthon Douglas Southard

shalonda.cawthon.acf.hhs.gov douglas.southard@acf.hhs.gov

61 Forsyth Street, SW 90 7t Street - 9" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303-8909 9 San Francisco, CA 94103

States: Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, North (415) 437-8425

Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina, Kentucky, States and Territories: Arizona, California, Hawaii,

Tennessee Nevada, Outer Pacific—American Samoa
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas,
Federated States of Micronesia (Chuuk, Pohnpei,
Yap) Guam, Marshall Islands, Palau

Region 5 - Chicago Region 10 - Seattle

Angela Green Tina Naugler

angela.green@acf.hhs.gov tina.naugler@acf.hhs.gov

233 N. Michigan Avenue 701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1600, MS-73

Suite 400 10 Seattle, WA 98104

Chicago, IL 60601

(312) 353-9672

States: lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
Ohio, Wisconsin

(206) 615-3657
States: Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington
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