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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the Technical Bulletin 

The purpose of this Technical Bulletin is to provide States with information on the standards 

a NYTD data file must meet to comply with the provisions of the NYTD regulation found at 

45 CFR 1356.85, including element-by-element details of the error-free information 

standards States must meet pursuant to 45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) and 1356.85(b)(1).  States 

that receive a final determination of noncompliance with the file submission or data 

standards are subject to penalties as defined in 45 CFR 1356.86. 

 

The NYTD Portal1 displays information on the NYTD system’s assessment of a data file’s 

compliance with all NYTD standards.  The NYTD Data Review Utility2 (NDRU) checks and 

displays information on a data file’s compliance with the file submission standard for format, 

the file submission standard for error-free information (100% error-free) and the data 

standard for error-free information (90% error-free) only.  The NYTD State User Manual, 

available on the NYTD Portal, describes where and how a data file's compliance information 

is displayed on both the NYTD Portal and NDRU.  For questions about this technical bulletin, 

please contact NYTDsystem@acf.hhs.gov. 

 

1.2 Overview of the Technical Bulletin 

In accordance with 45 CFR 1356.85, a State's NYTD data file must comply with both file 

submission standards and data standards.  File submission standards found at 45 CFR 

1356.85(a) ensure that the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) can process 

NYTD data files appropriately, while data standards found at 45 CFR 1356.85(b) ensure that 

ACF collects high quality data on youth in all NYTD reporting populations.  There are three 

file submission standards and three data standards: 
 

 File submission standard for timely data; 
 File submission standard for format; 
 File submission standard for error-free information (100 percent error-free); 
 Data standard for error-free information (90 percent error-free); 
 Data standard for outcomes universe; and 
 Data standard for outcomes participation rate for both youth in foster care and youth 

who have been discharged from foster care. 
 
Descriptions of the types of data errors that will be detected for the two error-free 

information standards are detailed in Section 2.4.  These errors include missing data, out-

of-range data, and internally inconsistent data.  The compliance checks used to detect 

                                           
1 The NYTD Portal, accessible at https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov, is the online system that allows State staff 

to view compliance and quality information on transmitted data files and to select a data file for official 

submission to ACF. 
2 The NYTD Data Review Utility, available for download at https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov/ndru/, is a tool 

that checks data files for compliance with the NYTD file format standard and the two standards for 

error-free information (100% and 90% error-free).  Please note that because NDRU only checks a 

single data file at a time, it cannot assess a data file’s compliance with NYTD standards that require 

that file to be compared with prior NYTD reports.  See the NYTD State User Manual for more 

information. 

mailto:NYTDinfo@acf.hhs.gov
https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov/
https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov/ndru/
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internally inconsistent data are outlined in Appendix A.  Appendix B includes element-by-

element details of the 90 and 100 percent error-free information standards a State's NYTD 

data file must meet.  

 

1.3 NYTD Background 

Public Law 106-169 established the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program 

(CFCIP) at section 477 of the Social Security Act, providing States with flexible funding to 

carry out programs that assist youth in making the transition from foster care to self-

sufficiency.  The law requires ACF to develop a data collection system to track the 

independent living services States provide to youth and develop outcome measures that 

may be used to assess States' performance in operating their independent living programs.  

The law also requires ACF to develop reporting requirements and impose a penalty of 

between 1 and 5 percent of the State's annual allotment under CFCIP for noncompliance 

with these requirements. 

 

To meet the law's mandate, ACF published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on July 

14, 2006, and a final rule on February 26, 2008.  The rule, codified into Federal regulation 

at 45 CFR 1356.80 (http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-3050.pdf), establishes the 

National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) and requires that States engage in two data 

collection activities.  First, the States must collect information on youth and the independent 

living services they receive that are paid for or provided by State agencies that administer 

the CFCIP.  Second, the States must collect outcome information on certain youth in foster 

care and must follow these youth over time to collect additional outcome information.  The 

regulation also outlines the compliance standards a State's NYTD data file must meet, 

including the penalties that may be imposed on States based on the area and degree of 

noncompliance.  States began collecting NYTD data on October 1, 2010, (Federal fiscal year 

2011) and are required to report data to ACF semiannually on May 15 and November 14. 

 

The collected information will allow ACF to track which independent living services States 

provide and assess the collective outcomes of youth.  In addition, because a common 

identifier must be used for youth reported to both NYTD and the Adoption and Foster Care 

Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), ACF will also be able to analyze the information 

related to a youth's foster care experiences reported to AFCARS along with their service 

and/or outcomes information reported to NYTD.   

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-3050.pdf
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2 COMPLIANCE STANDARDS 

2.1 Overview of Compliance Standards 

As discussed in Section 3.1, the six NYTD compliance standards are divided into two 

categories, file submission standards and data standards (Figure 1).  The file submission 

standards are designed to ensure ACF can appropriately process a State's NYTD data file.  

The data standards are designed to ensure a minimum level of data integrity that will 

enable ACF to track which independent living services States provide and assess the 

collective outcomes of youth.  Please note that when NYTD data elements are referenced in 

this technical bulletin, they are identified by number as they appear in the regulation at 45 

efinition of 

 

 

 

 

CFR 1356.83(g).  Further information on the NYTD data elements, including the d

each element and response option can be found in regulation here: 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-3050.pdf.   

 

Figure 1.  Diagram of NYTD Compliance Standards (45 CFR 1356.85)        
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http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-3050.pdf
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2.2 File Submission Standards 

To meet the NYTD file submission standards, a State must achieve all three standards as 

described in the sections below. 

 

2.2.1 Timely Data 

 

A State's data file must be submitted on time, no later than 45 days from the end of each 

six-month report period (e.g., by May 15 and November 14 of each year) (45 CFR 

1356.85(a)(1)). 

 

2.2.2  Format 

 

A State's data file must be submitted in a format that meets ACF's specifications (45 CFR 

1356.85(a)(2)).  ACF published its specifications for file format in Technical Bulletin #1: File 

Structure, which can be accessed here: 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1.  The requirements for file 

structure, including the associated XML Schema Definition can be found in Section 3 and 

Appendix A of Technical Bulletin #1, respectively. 

 

In order to meet the compliance standard associated with file format, a file must be 

properly named.  If a data file is named in accordance with the file name conventions 

specified in Section 6 of Technical Bulletin #1, it is considered to be properly named.  

Additionally, to meet the file format compliance standard, the State abbreviation, report 

period, and file type indicators which appear in the file name must correspond with the 

State FIPS code (data element 1), report date (data element 2), and file category, 

respectively, specified in the data file.  For example, if a data file is named for the 2011B 

report period but the report date indicated in data element 2 in the data file corresponds to 

March 2011, then the file does not meet the NYTD standard for format. 

 

A transmitted data file with certain file format errors may not appear in the NYTD Portal for 

review, due to the nature of those errors.  These particular errors include:  

 

 A data file that is not a well-formed XML document; 

 A data file that is not properly named; and 

 A data file for which data element 1 (State) is missing, out-of-range, or internally 

inconsistent with the State abbreviation in the file name. 

 

To avoid transmitting a file that may not appear in the NYTD Portal due to this subset of file 

format errors, States are advised to run the NYTD Data Review Utility (NDRU) before 

transmitting the file.  NDRU will identify each of the errors specified above. 

 

In addition, as specified in Section 3.2 of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1, in order to meet the 

compliance standard associated with file format, a data file must contain an acceptable and 

properly formatted value for each NYTD data element exactly as that value appears in Table 

1 (column labeled “NYTD XML Values”) of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1. 

 

Finally, it is important to note that the system will not allow the State to select a 

transmitted data file as the State’s official NYTD file submission if that data file fails to meet 

ACF specifications for file format.   

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1
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2.2.3 Error-Free Information 

 

A State's data file must include information on certain data elements that is 100 percent 

error-free (45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3)).  The 100 percent error-free information standard applies 

to data elements 1 (State), 2 (report date), 3 (record number), 4 (date of birth), 5 (sex), 

14 (foster care status—services), and 36 (foster care status—outcomes).  Error-free 

information on these basic NYTD data elements is essential to ACF's capacity to analyze the 

data and to determine whether the State is in compliance with the remaining NYTD data 

standards.  In particular, these elements are used to ascertain the reporting population(s) 

to which youth records in a data file belong.  For example, accurate information on data 

elements 4 (date of birth) and 36 (foster care status—outcomes) enables users to 

determine whether a youth should be surveyed for outcomes as part of the baseline 

population because the youth is age 17 and in foster care.  Section 2.4 describes the types 

of errors ACF will detect while Section 3 describes how ACF will determine compliance with 

this error-free information standard. 

  

2.3 Data Standards  

To meet NYTD data standards, States must comply with three standards as described in the 

sections below. 

 

2.3.1 Error-Free Information 

 

A State's data file must be at least 90 percent error-free for all other data elements not 

specified in Section 2.2 above (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1)).  This includes information on data 

elements related to youth demographics (6-13 and 15-19), services (20-33) and outcomes 

(34, 35, 37-58).  Section 2.4 describes the types of errors ACF will detect while Section 4 

describes how ACF will determine compliance with this error-free information standard. 

 

2.3.2 Outcomes Universe 

 

A State must submit outcomes information or a reason explaining why there are no 

outcomes data for each youth in the follow-up population.  States that have opted to 

sample in accordance with ACF’s specifications3 still must submit a record for each 19-year-

old follow-up population youth who is not in the State’s sample (reporting “not in sample” 

for the youth’s outcomes reporting status, element 34) (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(2)).   

 

2.3.3 Outcomes Participation Rate 

 

A State must report outcomes information on each youth in the follow-up population at the 

rates indicated below.  A youth has “participated” in outcomes data collection if the State 

collects and reports a valid response from the youth to at least one of the data elements 

that corresponds to the NYTD youth outcomes survey questions (data elements 37-58), in 

addition to reporting element 34 as “participated.”  ACF will exclude from the calculation of 

participation rate any youth in the follow-up population whose outcome reporting status 

(data element 34) is reported as "deceased," "incapacitated," or "incarcerated” at the time 

information on the follow-up population is required to be reported (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3)). 

                                           
3 NYTD Technical Bulletin #5, available at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5, 

specifies how and when State may opt to sample the baseline population. 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5
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2.3.3.1 FOSTER CARE YOUTH PARTICIPATION RATE 

 

A State must report outcomes information on at least 80 percent of youth in the follow-up 

population who are in foster care (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3)(i)).  For States that choose to 

sample, ACF will apply the foster care youth participation rate to the required follow-up 

population sample size for the State (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3)(iii)).   

2.3.3.2 DISCHARGED YOUTH PARTICIPATION RATE 

 

A State must report outcomes information on at least 60 percent of youth in the follow-up 

population who are no longer in foster care (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3)(ii)). For States that 

choose to sample, ACF will apply the discharged youth participation rate to the required 

follow-up population sample size for the State (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3)(iii)).   

 

2.4 Errors 

As noted in Sections 2.2.3 and 2.3.1, the NYTD file submission standards and data 

standards each contain one error-free information standard.  The error-free file submission 

standard specifies that data elements 1-5, 14, and 36 must contain information that is 100 

percent error-free (45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3)) while the error-free data standard requires data 

elements 6-13, 15-35, and 37-58 to contain information that is at least 90 percent error-

free (45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1)).  To determine compliance with these error-free information 

standards, ACF will assess each State's data file for three types of errors specified in 45 CFR 

1356.85(c): missing data, out-of-range data, and internally inconsistent data.  These errors 

are further described in the sections below. 

 

2.4.1 Missing Data 

 

Data elements that are blank when a blank is not a valid response option as described in 45 

CFR 1356.83(g) are considered missing data.  Please note that blank responses are valid 

when, for example, a youth is not in a NYTD reporting population to which a particular data 

element applies (See Section 3.2.1 for more information).  

 

 Example of a missing data error:  A State submits a data file for the 2011A report period 

in which one youth's record contains no value for data element 5 (sex).  This is a 

missing data error because "blank" is not an acceptable value for data element 5. 

 

2.4.2 Out-of-Range Data 

 

Out-of-range data are any data elements that contain a value that is not one of the 

response options for that data element. 

 

 Example of an out-of-range data error:  A State submits a data file for the 2011B report 

period in which one youth's record contains a value of "declined" for data element 12 

(race—declined).  This is an out-of-range data error because "yes" and "no" are the only 

acceptable values for data element 12. 
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2.4.3 Internally Inconsistent Data 

 

Internally inconsistent data are any data elements that fail an internal consistency check 

designed to evaluate the logical relationship between data elements within each youth 

record.  Appendix A lists and describes each of these internal consistency checks.   

 

 Example of an internally inconsistent data error:  A State submits a data file for the 

2012A report period in which a youth's record contains a value of "yes" for both data 

element 7 (race—Asian) and for data element 12 (race—declined).  This is a data error 

because it is internally inconsistent to report a youth’s race (Asian) and also to report 

that race information has been declined to be provided (race—declined).  (See Appendix 

A, Internal Consistency Check #18). 
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3 REVIEW FOR COMPLIANCE 

3.1 Overview of Review for Compliance 

ACF determines whether a State agency's data file for each reporting period is in compliance 

with the file submission standards and data standards found at 45 CFR 1356.85.  State 

agencies that do not achieve the file submission standards or data standards for a report 

period, will receive written notice from ACF that they have an opportunity to submit a 

corrected data file by the end of the subsequent reporting period (i.e., by September 30 or 

March 31) as described at 45 CFR 1356.85(e).  After the submission period for corrected 

data files has ended, ACF will review all corrected files, make a final determination of 

compliance for the report period and will provide written notice of its decision to the State.  

A State that chooses not to submit a corrected data file or that submits a corrected data file 

that does not meet all standards at 45 CFR 1356.85 and all other NYTD requirements (45 

CFR 1356.80 through 1356.86) will receive written notice from ACF that it is subject to 

penalties described in 45 CFR 1356.86.  Please note that while the NYTD Portal displays 

compliance information based on the NYTD system’s application of compliance checks 

described in this Section, only ACF’s written notifications provide official record of a State’s 

compliance or noncompliance with NYTD standards. 

 

3.2 Application of Compliance Checks  

A NYTD data file is assessed for compliance with NYTD standards in a specific order.  First, a 

data file is assessed for compliance with NYTD file submission standards for timely data, file 

format, and the 100 percent error-free information standard because meeting these minimal 

standards enables ACF to process the State's data appropriately.  A State that does not 

submit a data file that meets these standards is subject to the maximum penalty for 

noncompliance unless a State submits a corrected file.  Additionally, it is important to note 

that if a file format error is identified in the transmission due to improper formatting (see 

Section 2.2.2 above), then the file cannot be selected for official submission to ACF.  For 

example, if the report period specified in the file name does not correspond to the report 

date in NYTD data element 2, then official submission of the file will not be allowed (the 

system will not attempt to resolve this inconsistency to allow submission).   

 

If the State agency's data file achieves the NYTD file submission standards, ACF will 

determine whether the data file meets the NYTD data standards.  In assessing compliance 

with NYTD data standards, ACF will first determine if there are records in the data file with 

missing data.  If a data element for a particular youth record was found to contain missing 

data, then no further checks are conducted on that data element.  If the data element 

passes the missing data standard, then the element is checked for out-of-range values.  If 

the data element does not contain an out-of-range value, then the internal consistency 

checks are conducted for the data element.  If a data element in a record fails an internal 

consistency check, no further internal consistency checks that involve that data element will 

be performed on that record.   

 

Please note that during Federal Fiscal Years in which outcomes information on youth in the 

age 19 or 21 follow-up population is required to be reported, ACF will apply all applicable 

compliance standards to the records of youth in the State’s age 19 follow-up population 

cohort (or sample) or the State’s age 21 follow-up population cohort (or sample).  These 

compliance standards include the error-free data standard at 45 CFR 1356.85(b)(2), the 

outcomes universe standard at 45 CFR 1356.85(b)(2) and the two outcomes participation 
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rate standards at 45 CFR 1356.85(b)(3) (see Sections 2.3.2 and 2.3.3).  To access the 

official list of records in the age 19 and 21 follow-up population cohorts, States may run the 

“Cohort Management” report on the NYTD Portal.  For more information on how the age 19 

and 21 follow-up population cohort youth records are identified, please refer to NYTD 

Technical Bulletin #5.   

 

Finally, please note that the NYTD regulation assigns different penalty amounts for failure to 

comply with the error-free information data standard (Section 2.3.1) and the outcomes 

universe data standard (Section 2.3.2).  Consequently, ACF will apply the compliance 

checks for each of these standards separately.  As a result, it is possible for certain 

individual data errors to be counted against the State’s compliance with both the error-free 

and outcomes universe standards.  Below is an example: 

 

 Example:  A 19-year-old youth, born June 1, 1994, is a member of the State’s age 19 

follow-up population cohort.  In the 2013B data file submission, the youth’s record is 

reported with valid values for elements 1-33 and element 36 only.  Element 34 is 

flagged as a “missing” data error for the record because the State did not report an 

outcomes reporting status for the youth as required.  This “missing” data error counts 

toward the 90% error-free information data standard described in Section 2.3.1.  Also, 

because a valid value for element 34 is required to be reported to meet the outcomes 

universe data standard for youth in the State’s age 19 follow-up population cohort, the 

record is flagged in error once again.  Because the State must account for all youth in a 

follow-up population cohort by providing a valid value for element 34, the State’s data 

file would fail the outcomes universe standard and would potentially be subject to a 

1.25% penalty.  If the “missing” data error flagged in this record for element 34 causes 

the State to fail the 90% error-free standard, the State would potentially be subject to 

an additional 1.25% penalty. 

  

3.2.1 Subject Records and Acceptable Values 

 

To assess compliance with NYTD standards, it is first necessary to determine whether a 

youth record reported to NYTD was required to contain information on a specific data 

element.  Subject records are the total number of records in a data file to which a specific 

data element applies.  The number of subject records for each data element will vary due 

to: 

 

 A youth's membership in a reporting population 

 

o Example:  In October 2010, a 15-year-old youth receives independent living 

services paid for by the State.  In this scenario, the youth is in the served 

population and consequently, the youth's record in the State's 2011A data file is 

subject to the error-free information standards for data elements 1-33 as these 

data elements are required to contain a valid value for youth in the served 

population.  The youth's record is not subject to the error-free information 

standards for data elements 34, 35 and 37-58, however, because the youth is 

not in the baseline or follow-up population and those data elements apply only to 

these reporting populations. 

 

o Example:  A youth in a State’s baseline population turns age 17 on April 1, 2011 

but declines to participate in the baseline NYTD survey.  As a result this youth 

does not become a part of the State’s follow-up population cohort.  When this 

youth turns age 19, however, the State surveys the youth and provides outcomes 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5
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information to NYTD in the 2013B file.  The State reported that the youth did 

receive independent living services during the 2013B period.  In this scenario, the 

youth is in the served population and consequently, the youth's record in the 

State's 2013B data file is subject to the error-free information standards for data 

elements 1-33 as these data elements are required to contain a valid value for 

youth in the served population.  The youth's record is not subject to the error-

free information standards for data elements 34, 35 and 37-58, however, 

because the youth is not in the follow-up population and those data elements 

apply only to youth in the baseline or follow-up populations. Similarly, the youth’s 

record is not subject to the outcomes universe or outcomes participation rate 

standards because the youth is not in the State’s follow-up population.  As noted 

in Section 3.2, these two data standards apply only to youth in a State’s follow-

up population cohort. 

 

 The logical relationship between values in two or more data elements within a single 

youth's record.   

 

o Example:  During the 2013A reporting period, a 19-year-old youth in the follow-

up population is incapacitated and so the State is ultimately unable to collect 

outcomes information from the youth.  In this scenario, the youth's record in the 

State's 2013A data file is subject to the error-free information standards for data 

elements 34 (outcomes reporting status) and 36 (foster care status—outcomes) 

because these data elements are required to contain valid values for all youth in 

the follow-up population.  The youth's record is not subject to the error-free 

information standards for data elements 35 (date of outcomes data collection) 

and 37-58 (data elements related to the youth outcome survey questions) 

because these data elements contain only valid values for youth in the follow-up 

population who participated in the youth outcome survey.  

 

As demonstrated in the examples above, not every data element is required to contain 

information within every youth's record.  Consequently, data elements that are not required 

for a specific youth are to be left blank.  In the first example above, for instance, the record 

of the 15-year-old youth in a State's served population is required to contain one of the 

acceptable responses described at 45 CFR 1356.83(g) for data elements 1-33 to describe 

the youth's demographics and independent living services received.  The remaining data 

elements (34-58) apply only to youth in the baseline and follow-up population.  Because the 

youth is not in the baseline or follow-up population, data elements 34-58 are to be left 

blank in the youth's record.   

 

It is important to note, however, that due to the critical importance of data element 14 

(foster care status—services) and data element 36 (foster care status—outcomes) in 

determining a youth’s membership in NYTD reporting populations, all youth records will 

be subject to the error-free information standards for data elements 14 and 36. 

 

Appendix B contains three tables, one for each of the three NYTD reporting populations.  

These tables provide details for each element’s subject records, acceptable values, and 

error-free information standards.  The tables also shows when "blank" is an acceptable 

value for a specific data element within a specific youth record. 

 

3.3 Calculation of Compliance 

Calculation of error-free percentages for compliance is determined by the number of errors 
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found in the subject records (see Section 3.2.1 above) divided by the total number of 

subject records in the data file.  Errors in records that are not applicable are disregarded. 

 

 Example:  For the 2011A reporting period, a State submits a data file with 500 records, 

100 of which are baseline population youth and 400 of which are youth who are only in 

the served population (they are not associated with the baseline population).  Within the 

data file, data element 37 (current full-time employment) contains 15 errors, 10 of 

which occur in the records of baseline population survey participants and five of which 

occur in non-baseline, served population record.  Because the error in the non-baseline, 

served population records are not part of the calculation, the error-free percentage 

excludes these errors and the error-free rate for this data element is 90% (90 error-free 

records out of 100 applicable subject records). 

 

ACF's assessment of State data files will identify one or more data elements involved in a 

particular check of internal consistency as in error, in accordance with an ordered set of 

prioritization guidelines: 

 

(1) Data element 2 (report date) which applies to the entire data file, are presupposed to be 

correct when inconsistent with other elements. 

(2) Data element 4 (date of birth), as well as variables which are derived from it in 

combination with element 2 (report date), is presupposed to be correct when internally 

inconsistent with other elements within a youth record.  Date of birth and report date 

together establish the age of a youth.  

(3) Other data elements which must be 100% error-free in accordance with 45 CFR 

1356.85(a)(3) of the file submission standards, as well as derived fields which are based 

on these data elements in combination with elements 2 (report date) and 4 (date of 

birth), are presupposed to be correct when internally inconsistent with other elements 

within a youth record.  Derived fields include those which specify the population(s) to 

which a youth belongs.  Data elements 14 (foster care status–services) and 36 (foster 

care status—outcomes) in particular are used together with Date of birth and Report 

date to establish these populations. 

(4) Data element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is presupposed to be correct when 

internally inconsistent with data element 35 (date of outcomes data collection) and data 

elements 37 through 58. 

 

In association with these guidelines, the values specified for the prioritized data elements 

may indicate that the values of other elements are in error.  The ordering of these 

guidelines is in accordance with the application of compliance checks (see Section 3.2), 

whereby data files are first assessed against file submission standards (45 CFR 1356.85(a)), 

and subsequently against data standards (45 CFR 1356.85(b)). 

 

 Example:  A State submits a data file for the 2011A report period containing a youth 

record with a value "2011-04-01" for element 4 (date of birth).  Based on the 

prioritization guidelines, an error is specified for element 4, while element 2 is presumed 

to be correct. 

 

In the event that a data element for a particular youth record was found to contain either 

missing or out-of-range data, no internal consistency checks that involve that element will 

be performed on the record.  Likewise, if an element has already failed one internal 

consistency check, no further internal consistency checks that involve that element will be 
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performed on that record.  Thus, in the example above, once data element 36 has been 

marked in error, no additional checks will be made based on the value of that element for 

that record. 

 

Appendix A defines the specific internally inconsistent data errors that will be detected by 

the Federal NYTD system.  The tables in Appendix B summarize how these internal 

consistency checks will be applied to relevant NYTD data elements. 
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APPENDIX A.  INTERNAL CONSISTENCY CHECKS 

As specified in Section 2.4.3, internally inconsistent data are one type of error that ACF 

examines when determining compliance with NYTD error-free standards.  Appendix A lists 

and describes each of these internal consistency checks.  Please note that when youth in the 

“follow-up population” are referenced below, we are referring only to those youth who meet 

the definition for inclusion in the age 19 follow-up population consistent with Section 2.2.1 

of NYTD Technical Bulletin #5) or in the age 21 follow-up population consistent with Section 

2.2.2 of NYTD Technical Bulletin #5).  Where noted, internal consistency checks apply only 

to records of youth in the State’s follow-up population sample. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #1:  Check of the logical relationship between the 

date of birth and the report date.  Element 4 (date of birth) must be prior to the 

month and year corresponding to the end of the report period as specified in element 2 

(report date).  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked for data element 4.  This 

check is performed if and only if all of elements 2 and 4 are not previously marked as 

erroneous for a record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #2:  Check of the reporting population membership 

of youth (youth not of baseline population age).  If element 4 (date of birth) 

specified in a youth record is not consistent with belonging to the baseline population, 

then element 14 (foster care status – services) and element 36 (foster care status – 

outcomes) cannot both be blank.  If they are both blank, an internally inconsistent error 

is marked for both data element 14 and data element 36.  This check is performed if and 

only if all of elements 2, 4, 14 and 36 are not previously marked as erroneous for a 

record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #3:  Check of the reporting population membership 

of youth (youth of baseline population age).  If element 4 (date of birth) is 

consistent with belonging to the baseline population, and element 4 corresponds to a 

birthday more than 45 days before the end of the reporting period as determined by 

element 2 (report date), then element 14 (foster care status – services) and element 36 

(foster care status – outcomes) cannot both be blank.  If they are both blank, an 

internally inconsistent error is marked for both data element 14 and data element 36.  

This check is performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36 and 14 are not previously 

marked as erroneous for a record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #4:  Check of the logical relationship between a 

youth's membership in the served population and reported characteristics 

information (youth in served population).  If element 14 (foster care status – 

services) is not blank, then elements 15 through 33 must not be blank.  If so, an 

internally inconsistent error is marked for each blank data element 15 to 33.  This check 

is performed if and only if elements 2 (report date) and 14 are not previously marked as 

erroneous for a record.  If any element 15 through 33 is previously marked as 

erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #5:  Check of the logical relationship between a 

youth's membership in the served population and reported independent living 

services information (youth in served population).  If element 14 (foster care 

status – services) is not blank, then at least one of elements 20 through 33 must be 

“yes.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked for all data elements 20 to 33.  

This check is performed if and only if elements 2 (report date) and 14 are not previously 
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marked as erroneous for a record.  If any element 20 through 33 is previously marked 

as erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #6:  Check of the logical relationship between the 

outcomes reporting status and the population (youth in baseline population).  

If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) then element 

34 (outcomes reporting status) must not be “not in sample.”  If so, an internally 

inconsistent error is marked for data element 34.  This check is performed if and only if 

all of elements 2, 4, 36 and 34 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #7:  Check of the logical relationship between the 

date of outcome data collection and the population (youth in baseline 

population).  If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) 

and element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is “participated” (youth participated), then 

the date specified for element 35 (date of outcome data collection) must be no later 

than 45 days after the youth's birthday which occurred during the reporting period (as 

determined by element 4).  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked for data 

element 35.  This check is performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34 and 35 

are not previously marked as erroneous for a record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #8:  Check of the logical relationship between the 

date of outcome data collection and the population (youth in follow-up 

population).  If a youth is reported in the follow-up population (based on elements 2, 

4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-

up population cohort (or sample) and element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is 

“participated” (youth participated), then the date specified for element 35 (date of 

outcome data collection) must occur within the six-month reporting period ending with 

the month and year indicated in element 2 (report date).  If not, an internally 

inconsistent error is marked for data element 35.  This check is performed if and only if 

all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34 and 35 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #9:  Check of the logical relationship between a 

youth's receipt of public assistance, foster care status, and outcomes reporting 

status (youth survey participants in foster care).  If a youth is reported in a follow-

up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up 

population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population cohort (or sample), and 

the value of element 36 (foster care status—outcomes) is “yes” (corresponding to a 

youth in foster care) and element 34 is “participated” (youth participated) then elements 

42 (public financial assistance), 43 (public food assistance), and 44 (public housing 

assistance) must be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked 

for each inconsistent data element 42 to 44. This check is performed if and only if all of 

elements 2, 4, 36, and 34 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record.  If any 

element 42 through 44 is previously marked as erroneous, no additional check shall be 

made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #10:  Check of the logical relationship between a 

youth's receipt of public assistance, foster care status, and outcomes reporting 

status (youth survey participants not in foster care). If a youth is reported in a 

follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up 

population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population cohort (or sample), and 

the value of element 36 (foster care status—outcomes) is “no” (corresponding to a 

youth not in foster care) and element 34 is “participated” (youth participated), then 
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elements 42 (public financial assistance), 43 (public food assistance), and 44 (public 

housing assistance) cannot be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is 

marked for each inconsistent data element 42 to 44. This check is performed if and only 

if all of elements 2, 4, 36, and 34 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record.  

If any element 42 through 44 is previously marked as erroneous, no additional check 

shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #11:  Check of the logical relationship between 

reported outcomes information and the outcomes reporting status (youth in 

baseline or follow-up population who participate in the survey).  If a youth is in 

the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and element 36 is “yes” 

(youth in foster care at the date of outcome data collection) or reported in a follow-up 

population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up population 

cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population cohort (or sample), and the value of 

element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is “participated” (youth participated) then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 (excluding elements 42-44 for baseline youth 

survey participants) must be other than “declined” or “not applicable.”  If not, an 

internally inconsistent error is marked for all data elements 37 to 58.  This check is 

performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, and 34 are not previously marked as 

erroneous for a record.  If any element 37 through 58 is previously marked as 

erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #12:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

response between the elements pertaining to whether a youth has children and 

whether the youth was married at the time of his/her child's birth (youth in 

baseline or follow-up population who participate in the survey who do not 

report having children).  If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 

2, 4, and 36), or reported in a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) 

and is in the age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up 

population cohort (or sample), and the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) 

is “participated,” then if element 52 (children) is “no” (youth reports having not given 

birth to or not fathered any children that were born) or “declined,” then element 53 

(marriage at child's birth) must be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent 

error is marked for both of data elements 52 and 53.  This check is performed if and 

only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34, 52 and 53 are not previously marked as erroneous 

for a record.  

 

 Internal Consistency Check #13:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

response between the elements pertaining to whether a youth has children and 

whether the youth was married at the time of his/her child's birth (youth in 

baseline or follow-up population who participate in the survey who report 

having children).  If a youth is reported in the baseline population (based on elements 

2, 4, and 36), or in a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in 

the age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population 

cohort (or sample), and the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is 

“participated,” then if element 52 (children) is “yes” (youth reports having given birth to 

or fathered children that were born), then element 53 (marriage at child's birth) cannot 

be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked for both of data 

elements 52 and 53.  This check is performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34, 

52 and 53 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record. 
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 Internal Consistency Check #14:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

responses among elements related to other health insurance coverage and 

health insurance types (youth in baseline or follow-up population who 

participate in the survey who report having no other health insurance 

coverage).  If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) or 

reported in a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 

follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population cohort (or 

sample), and the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is “participated,” 

then if element 55 (other health insurance coverage) is a valid response other than 

“yes” (e.g., “no”, “don’t know” or “declined”),  then elements 56 (health insurance type: 

medical), 57 (health insurance type: mental health) and 58 (health insurance type: 

prescription drugs) must be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is 

marked for data element 55 and each inconsistent data element 56 through 58.  This 

check is performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34, and 55 are not previously 

marked as erroneous for a record. If any element 56 through 58 is previously marked as 

erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #15:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

responses among elements related to other health insurance coverage and 

health insurance types (youth in baseline or follow-up population who 

participate in the survey who report having other health insurance coverage).  

If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36), or reported in 

a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up 

population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population cohort (or sample), and 

the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is “participated,” then if element 

55 (other health insurance coverage) is “yes,” then element 56 (health insurance type: 

medical) cannot be “not applicable.”  If so, an internally inconsistent error is marked for 

data element 55 and element 56.  This check is performed if and only if all of elements 

2, 4, 36, 34, 55 and 56 are not previously marked as erroneous for a record.  

 

 Internal Consistency Check #16:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

responses among elements related to health insurance types (youth in baseline 

or follow-up population who participate in the survey who report having no 

medical insurance).  If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, 

and 36),  or reported in a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is 

in the age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population 

cohort (or sample), and the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is 

“participated,” then if element 56 (health insurance type: medical) is a valid response 

other than “yes” (e.g., “no”, “don’t know” or "declined”), then elements 57 (health 

insurance type: mental health) and 58 (health insurance type: prescription drugs) must 

be “not applicable.”  If not, an internally inconsistent error is marked for data element 

56 and each inconsistent data element 57 through 58.  This check is performed if and 

only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34, 55 and 56 are not previously marked as erroneous 

for a record. If any element 57 through 58 is previously marked as erroneous, no 

additional check shall be made for that element. 
  
 Internal Consistency Check #17:  Check of the logical and corresponding 

responses among elements related to health insurance types (youth in baseline 

or follow-up population who participate in the survey who report having 

medical insurance).  If a youth is in the baseline population (based on elements 2, 4, 

and 36) or reported in a follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in 

the age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or age 21 follow-up population 
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cohort (or sample), and the value for element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is 

“participated,” then if element 56 (health insurance type: medical) is “yes,” then 

elements 57 (health insurance type: mental health) and 58 (health insurance type: 

prescription drugs) cannot be “not applicable.”  If so, an internally inconsistent error is 

marked for data element 56 and each inconsistent data element 57 through 58.  This 

check is performed if and only if all of elements 2, 4, 36, 34, 55 and 56 are not 

previously marked as erroneous for a record. If any element 57 through 58 is previously 

marked as erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 
 

 Internal Consistency Check #18:  Check of the logical relationship between 

reported races and declined race information.  If element 12 (race–declined) is 

“yes,” then any of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 (race elements) cannot be “yes.”  If so, 

an internally inconsistent error is marked for data element 12 and any of data elements 

6-11 with a value of “yes.”  This check is performed if and only if element 12 is not 

previously marked as erroneous for a record.  If any element 6 through 11 is previously 

marked as erroneous, no additional check shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #19:  Check of the logical relationship between 

unreported races and declined race information.  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

and 11 (race elements) are “no,” then element 12 (race—declined) cannot be “no.”  If 

so, an internally inconsistent error is marked for all data elements 6-12.  This check is 

performed if and only if element 12 is not previously marked as erroneous for a record.  

If any element 6 through 11 is previously marked as erroneous, no additional check 

shall be made for that element. 

 

 Internal Consistency Check #20:  Check of the logical relationship between 

outcomes reporting status and the State’s sample. If a youth is a part of the 

State’s sample at age 19 or 21, then element 34 (outcomes reporting status) cannot be 

"not in sample.”  If so, an internally inconsistent error is marked for data element 34.  

This check is performed if and only if all of element 34 is not previously marked as 

erroneous for a record.
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APPENDIX B:  ELEMENT-BY-ELEMENT DETAILS OF ERROR-FREE INFORMATION STANDARDS 

Tables 3.1 – 3.3 provide at-a–glance details of the 58 NYTD data elements along with a description of how the two NYTD error-

free information standards apply to each element per reporting population.  The column labeled “Missing” lists when a value is 

required for each reporting population to which each element applies.  Any data element left blank when that element requires 

a value would be considered in error.  The column labeled "Out-of-Range" lists the valid response options for each data 

element, as specified in the NYTD regulation.  Any data element containing a value outside of this list of responses would be 

considered in error.  It is important to note, however, that these valid values must first be formatted appropriately 

as specified in Table 1 (see column labeled “NYTD XML Values”) of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1 (See Section 2.2.2 of 

this document for more information).  The column labeled "Internally Inconsistent" lists the logical relationships between data 

elements that ACF examines as part of its internal consistency checks (abbreviated “ICC’s” in the tables below) as listed in 

Appendix A. 

 

TABLE 3.1   SERVED POPULATION 

 

Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

1. State Required 2 digit FIPS code 

 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

 

2. Report Date Required Month and year None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

 

3. Record Number Required Encrypted, unique 

person 

identification 

number 

 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

 

                                           
4 All valid values must first be formatted appropriately as described in Table 1 of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1, which can be accessed here:  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1.    

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

4. Date of birth Required Month, day, year ICC#1:  The date of birth reported in element 4 

must be prior to the month and year 

corresponding to the end of the report period as 

specified in element 2. 

 

100% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

5. Sex Required Male 

Female 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

6. Race – American 

Indian or Alaska 

Native 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free.  

7. Race - Asian Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

8. Race – Black or 

African American 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

9. Race – Native 

Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

10. Race - White Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

11. Race - Unknown Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

12. Race - Declined Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

13. Hispanic or Latino 

Ethnicity 

Required Yes  

No 

Unknown 

Declined     

                

None. 90% of records in a 

data file must be 

error-free. 

14. Foster care status 

– services 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#2:  If element 4 is not consistent with 

belonging to the baseline population, then element 

14 and element 36 cannot both be blank. 

 

ICC#3:  If element 4 is consistent with belonging 

to the baseline population and element 4 

corresponds to a birthday more than 45 days 

before the end of the reporting period as 

determined by element 2, then element 14 and 

element 36 cannot both be blank.  

 

100% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free.  
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

15. Local agency Required FIPS code(s) 

Centralized unit                                                 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free.  

 

16. Federally 

recognized tribe 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4: If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

  

17. Adjudicated 

delinquent 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

 

18. Education Level Required Less than 6th    

  grade   

6th grade 

7th grade 

8th grade 

9th grade 

10th grade 

11th grade 

12th grade 

Post secondary  

  education or  

  training   

College        

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

19. Special education Required Yes  

No 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

 

20. Independent living 

needs assessment 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

21. Academic support Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

22. Post-secondary 

educational 

support 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

23. Career 

preparation 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

24. Employment 

programs or 

vocational training 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

25. Budget and 

financial 

management 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

26. Housing education 

and home 

management 

training 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

27. Health education 

and risk 

prevention 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

28. Family support 

and healthy 

marriage 

education 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank.  

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

29. Mentoring Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

30. Supervised 

independent living 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

31. Room and board 

financial 

assistance 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range4 Internally Inconsistent 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

32. Education 

financial 

assistance 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

33. Other financial 

assistance 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#4:  If element 14 is not blank, then elements 

15-33 must not be blank. 

 

ICC#5:  If element 14 is not blank, then at least 

one of elements 20 through 33 must be “yes.” 

 

90% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 

36. Foster care 

status-outcomes 

None. Yes 

No 

Blank                             

ICC#2:  If element 4 is not consistent with 

belonging to the baseline population, then element 

14 and element 36 cannot both be blank. 

 

100% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free. 
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TABLE 3.2   BASELINE POPULATION 

Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

1. State Required 2 digit FIPS code None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

2. Report Date Required Month and year None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

3. Record Number Required Encrypted, unique 

person identification 

number 

 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

4. Date of birth Required Month, day, year ICC#1:  The date of birth reported in 

element 4 must be prior to the month and 

year corresponding to the end of the 

report period as specified in element 2. 

 

100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

5. Sex Required Male 

Female 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

6. Race – American 

Indian or Alaska 

Native 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.”   

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

                                           
5 All valid values must first be formatted appropriately as described in Table 1 of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1, which can be accessed here:  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1.  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

7. Race - Asian Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

8. Race – Black or 

African American 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

9. Race – Native 

Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

10. Race - White Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

11. Race - Unknown Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

12. Race - Declined Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any 

of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be 

“yes.”  

  

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

or 11 are “no,” then element 12 cannot be 

“no.” 

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

13. Hispanic or Latino 

Ethnicity  

Required Yes  

No 

Unknown 

Declined     

    

None. 90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

14. Foster care status 

– services 

None. Yes  

No 

Blank 

 

ICC#3:  If element 4 corresponds to a 

birthday more than 45 days before the end 

of the reporting period as determined by 

element 2, then element 14 and element 

36 cannot both be blank.  

 

100% of subject 

records in a data file 

must be error-free.  

34. Outcomes 

reporting status 

Required except if 

youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

Youth participated 

Youth declined 

Parent declined 

Youth incapacitated 

Incarcerated 

Runaway/Missing 

ICC#6:  Element 34 must not be “not in 

sample.”  

 

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

to the end of that report 

period. 

Unable to locate/invite 

Death 

Not in sample 

Blank 

 

35. Date of outcome 

data collection 

Required except if 

element 34 is other 

than “youth 

participated” 

 

Month, day, year        

Blank  

ICC#7:  If element 34 is “participated,” 

then the date specified for element 35 

must be no later than 45 days after the 

youth's birthday which occurred during the 

reporting period (as determined by 

element 4). 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

36. Foster care 

status-outcomes 

Required except if 

youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period. 

 

Yes 

No 

Blank                             

ICC#3:  If element 4 is consistent with 

belonging to the baseline population and 

element 4 corresponds to a birthday more 

than 45 days before the end of the 

reporting period as determined by element 

2, then element 14 and element 36 cannot 

both be blank.  

 

100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

37. Current full-time 

employment 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

Yes 

No  

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

38. Current part-time 

employment 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                   

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

39. Employment 

related skills 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

Yes 

No 

Declined                    

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

40. Social Security Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

41. Educational aid Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

Yes 

No 

Declined 

Blank                   

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

participated” 

 

45. Other financial 

support 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank. 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

46. Highest 

educational 

certificate 

received 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

High school   

diploma/GED  

Vocational   

  certificate 

Vocational license 

Associate’s degree 

Bachelor's degree 

Higher degree 

None of the above 

Declined                   

Blank  

 

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank. 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 



                                             

                                                                 Technical Bulletin #2: NYTD Compliance Standards 

  

 - 33 - 

Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

47. Current 

enrollment and 

attendance 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

48. Connection to 

adult 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

49. Homelessness Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

50. Substance abuse 

referral 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element is “yes” and element 

34 is “participated,” then at least one of 

elements 37 through 58 must be other 

than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

51. Incarceration Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.     

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

52. Children Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

ICC#12:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 52 is "no" or “declined,” then 

element 53 must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#13:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 52 is “yes,” then element 53 

cannot be “not applicable.”   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

53. Marriage at child's 

birth 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Not applicable        

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

ICC#12:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 52 is "no" or “declined,” then 

element 53 must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#13:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 52 is “yes,” then element 53 

cannot be “not applicable.”   

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

54. Medicaid Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know           

Declined 

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

55. Other health 

insurance 

coverage 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No   

Don’t know               

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is a valid response other 

than “yes,” then elements 56, 57 and 58 

must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#15:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is “yes,” then element 56 

cannot be “not applicable.”   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

56. Health insurance 

type: Medical 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know              

Not applicable 

Declined  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is a valid response other 

than “yes,” then elements 56, 57 and 58 

must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#15:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is “yes,” then element 56 

cannot be “not applicable.”   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” 
and element 56 is a valid response other 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 



                                             

                                                                 Technical Bulletin #2: NYTD Compliance Standards 

  

 - 38 - 

Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

than “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 must 
be "not applicable." 

 

ICC#17:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 

and 58 cannot be “not applicable.”   

 

57. Health insurance 

type:  Mental 

health 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Do not know           

Not applicable 

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is a valid response other 

than “yes,” then elements 56, 57 and 58 

must be "not applicable."   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” 
and element 56 is a valid response other 
than “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 must 
be "not applicable." 

 

ICC#17:  If element 34 is “participated,” 

and element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 

and 58 cannot be “not applicable.”     

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

58. Heath insurance 

type: Prescription 

drugs 

Required except in the 

following situations: 1) 

if youth was not in 

foster care on date of 

outcomes data 

collection (element 35); 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know            

Not applicable 

Declined  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 36 is “yes” and 

element 34 is “participated,” then at least 

one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or 

blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance 

Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range5 Internally Inconsistent 

or 2) if youth's birthday 

occurred within 45 days 

of the end of a report 

period and the youth 

was not surveyed prior 

to the end of that report 

period; or 3) if element 

34 is other than “youth 

participated” 

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 55 is a valid response other 

than “yes,” then elements 56, 57 and 58 

must be "not applicable."   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” 
and element 56 is a valid response other 
than “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 must 

be "not applicable." 

 

ICC#17:  If element 34 is “participated” 

and element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 

and 58 cannot be “not applicable.”     
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TABLE 3.3   FOLLOW-UP POPULATION6 

 

Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

1.  State Required 2 digit FIPS code None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

2.  Report Date Required Month and year None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

3.  Record Number Required Encrypted, unique 

person 

identification 

number 

 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

4.  Date of birth Required Month, day, year ICC#1:  The date of birth reported in element 4 

must be prior to the month and year 

corresponding to the end of the report period as 

specified in element 2. 

 

100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

                                           
6
 In Federal Fiscal Years in which outcomes information on youth in the age 19 or 21 follow-up population is required to be reported, ACF will 

apply all applicable compliance standards to the records of youth in the State’s age 19 follow-up population cohort (or sample) or the State’s 

age 21 follow-up population cohort.  See NYTD Technical Bulletin #5 (http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5) for a 

discussion of the criteria used to determine membership in the “follow-up population” described at 45 CFR 1356.81(c).  States that opt to 

sample in accordance with 45 CFR 1356.84 are to report “not in sample” for element 34 for 19-year-old youth in the follow-up population who 

are not a part of the State’s sample (for States that opt to sample) and leave blank the other data elements that correspond with the youth 

outcome survey questions (data elements 37-58) for such youth.  Please also note that no further information is required for the data 

elements applicable to the follow-up population for 21-year-old youth who are not in the State’s sample. 
7 All valid values must first be formatted appropriately as described in Table 1 of NYTD Technical Bulletin #1, which can be accessed here:  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1.  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb5
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb1
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

5.  Sex 

 

 

Required Male 

Female 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

 

6.  Race – American 

Indian or Alaska 

Native 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

7.  Race - Asian Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

8.  Race – Black or 

African American 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”  

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

9.  Race – Native 

Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander 

Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

10.  Race - White Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

11.  Race - Unknown Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

12. Race - Declined Required Yes  

No 

 

ICC#18:  If element 12 is “yes,” then any of 

elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 cannot be “yes.”   

 

ICC#19:  If all of elements 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, or 11 

are “no,” then element 12 cannot be “no.”   

 

90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

13. Hispanic or Latino 

Ethnicity 

Required Yes  

No 

Unknown 

Declined  

                   

None. 90% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

14. Foster care status – 

services 

None. Yes  

No 

Blank 

 

None. 100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free.  

34. Outcomes reporting 

status 

Required except if 

the youth is not in 

the State’s age 19 

or 21 follow-up 

population cohort 

(see footnote #6 

on page 39 for 

more information) 

Youth participated 

Youth declined 

Parent declined 

Youth incapacitated 

Incarcerated 

Runaway/Missing 

Unable to   

  locate/invite 

Death 

Not in sample          

       

 

ICC #20:  If a youth is a part of the State’s 

sample at age 19 or 21, then element 34 

cannot be "not in sample.” 

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

35. Date of outcome 

data collection 

Required except in 

a situation in which 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

Month, day, year        

Blank  

ICC#8:  If element 34 is “participated” then the 

date specified for element 35 must occur within 

the 6-month reporting period ending with the 

month and year indicated in element 2.  

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

36. Foster care status-

outcomes 

Required except if 

the youth is not in 

the State’s age 19 

or 21 follow-up 

population cohort 

(see footnote #6 

on page 39 for 

more information) 

 

Yes 

No                           

ICC#2:  Element 14 and element 36 cannot both 

be blank. 

 

100% of records in a 

data file must be error-

free. 

37. Current full-time 

employment 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No  

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

38. Current part-time 

employment 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                   

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

39. Employment related 

skills 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                    

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

40. Social Security Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

41. Educational aid Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

Yes 

No 

Declined   

Blank                 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

42. Public financial 

assistance 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Not applicable        

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#9:  If element 36 is “yes” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 must be “not 

applicable.”   
 

ICC#10: If element 36 is “no” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   
 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.  

  

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

43. Public food 

assistance 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Not applicable        

Declined 

Blank   

ICC#9:  If element 36 is “yes” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 must be “not 

applicable.”   
 

ICC#10: If element 36 is “no” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   
 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

44. Public housing 

assistance 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

Yes 

No 

Not applicable         

Declined 

ICC#9:  If element 36 is “yes” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 must be “not 

applicable.”   
 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

 Blank ICC#10: If element 36 is “no” and element 34 is 

“participated,” then elements 42-44 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   
 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank. 

   

45. Other financial 

support 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

46. Highest educational 

certificate received 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

High school    

  diploma/GED  

Vocational     

  certificate 

Vocational  

  license 

Associate’s  

  degree 

Bachelor's  

  degree 

Higher degree 

None of the above 

Declined                   

Blank  

 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

47. Current enrollment 

and attendance 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

48. Connection to adult Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

49. Homelessness Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

50. Substance abuse 

referral 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

51. Incarceration Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                      

Blank   

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

52. Children Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Declined                  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#12:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 52 is "no" or “declined,” then element 53 

must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#13:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 52 is “yes,” then element 53 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   

 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

53. Marriage at child's 

birth 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Not applicable        

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#12:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 52 is "no" or “declined,” then element 53 

must be "not applicable."   

 

ICC#13:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 52 is “yes,” then element 53 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

54. Medicaid Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know           

Declined  

Blank   

 

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

55. Other health 

insurance coverage 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No   

Don’t know               

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is a valid response other than “yes,” 

then elements 56, 57 and 58 must be "not 

applicable."   

  

ICC#15:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is “yes,” then element 56 cannot be 

“not applicable.” 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

56. Health insurance 

type: Medical 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know               

Not applicable 

Declined  

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is a valid response other than “yes,” 

then elements 56, 57 and 58 must be "not 

applicable."   

 

ICC#15:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is “yes,” then element 56 cannot be 

“not applicable.”   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” and 
element 56 is a valid response other than “yes,” 
then elements 57 and 58 must be "not applicable." 

 

ICC#17:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 

cannot be “not applicable.”    

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 

57. Health insurance 

type:  Mental health 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know           

Not applicable 

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is a valid response other than “yes,” 

then elements 56, 57 and 58 must be "not 

applicable."   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” and 
element 56 is a valid response other than “yes,” 

then elements 57 and 58 must be "not applicable." 

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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Data Elements 

45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Errors 

45 CFR 1356.85(c) 
Compliance Standard 

45 CFR 1356.85(a)(3) 

45 CFR 1356.85(b)(1) 
Number & Name Missing Out-of-Range7 Internally Inconsistent 

ICC#17:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 

cannot be “not applicable.”     

 

58. Heath insurance 

type: Prescription 

drugs 

Required except if 

element 34 is 

other than “youth 

participated” 

 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know           

Not applicable 

Declined 

Blank  

ICC#11:  If element 34 is “participated,” then at 

least one of elements 37 through 58 must be 

other than “declined,” “not applicable,” or blank.   

 

ICC#14:  If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 55 is a valid response other than “yes,” 

then elements 56, 57 and 58 must be "not 

applicable."   

 
ICC#16:  If element 34 is “participated” and 
element 56 is a valid response other than “yes,” 
then elements 57 and 58 must be "not applicable." 

 

ICC#17: If element 34 is “participated” and 

element 56 is “yes,” then elements 57 and 58 

cannot be “not applicable.”     

 

90% of subject records 

in a data file must be 

error-free. 
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