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1       INTRODUCTION 

1.1   Purpose of the Technical Bulletin  
 
The purpose of this Technical Bulletin is to provide and explain the checks of data quality 
that will be conducted on State data files by the Federal National Youth in Transition 
Database (NYTD) system.  When a data file does not pass a data quality check, a data 
quality advisory is generated and pertinent information is provided to users of the NYTD 
system.  It is important to note that data quality advisories do not impact ACF’s 
determination of compliance or penalty calculations for a data file; rather they are to be 
used by State staff to identify potential data quality issues that should be examined above 
and beyond the compliance information provided by the system as part of its application of 
the NYTD compliance checks (see Technical Bulletin 2: NYTD Compliance Standards at 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/nytd-tb2).     
 
The NYTD Portal1 and NYTD Data Review Utility (NDRU)2 will check and display data quality 
advisories as appropriate.  The NYTD State User Manual, available on the NYTD Portal, 
describes where and how information on a data file’s data quality is displayed in the NYTD 
Portal and NDRU.  For questions about this technical bulletin, please contact 
NYTDsystem@acf.hhs.gov.  
 

1.2 Overview of the Technical Bulletin 

General information on the NYTD data quality advisories is provided in Section 2 of this 
document, including descriptions of the two types of advisories: record-level and element-
level advisories.  Appendix A provides a list of the data quality advisories, while Appendix B 
provides a summary table of the advisories to show how they apply to each element per 
reporting population.   

1.3   NYTD Background  
 
Public Law 106-169 established the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program 
(CFCIP) at section 477 of the Social Security Act, providing States with flexible funding to 
carry out programs that assist youth in making the transition from foster care to self-
sufficiency.  The law requires ACF to develop a data collection system to track the 
independent living services States provide to youth and develop outcome measures that 
may be used to assess States' performance in operating their independent living programs.  
The law also requires ACF to develop reporting requirements and impose a penalty of 
between 1 and 5 percent of the State’s annual allotment under CFCIP for noncompliance 
with these requirements. 
 
To meet the law's mandate, ACF published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on July 
14, 2006, and a final rule on February 26, 2008.  The rule, codified into Federal regulation 

1 The NYTD Portal, accessible at https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov, is the online system that allows State staff 
to view compliance and quality information on transmitted data files and to select a data file for official 
submission to ACF. 
2 The NYTD Data Review Utility, available for download at https://nytd.acf.hhs.gov/ndru/, is a tool that 
checks data files for compliance with the NYTD file format standard and the two standards for error-
free information.  NDRU also checks and displays information on the Data Quality Advisories 
mentioned in this document.  See the NYTD State User Manual for more information. 
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at 45 CFR 1356.80 (http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-3050.pdf.), establishes the 
National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) and requires that States engage in two data 
collection activities.  First, the States must collect information on youth and the independent 
living services they receive that are paid for or provided by State agencies that administer 
the CFCIP.  Second, the States must collect outcome information on certain youth in foster 
care and must follow these youth over time to collect additional outcome information.  The 
regulation also outlines the compliance standards a State’s NYTD data file must meet, 
including the penalties that may be imposed on States based on the area and degree of 
noncompliance.  States began collecting NYTD data on October 1, 2010, (Federal fiscal year 
2011) and are required to report data to ACF semiannually on May 15 and November 14. 
 
The collected information will allow ACF to track which independent living services States 
provide and assess the collective outcomes of youth.  In addition, because a common 
identifier must be used for youth reported to both NYTD and the Adoption and Foster Care 
Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), ACF will also be able to analyze the information 
related to a youth’s foster care experiences reported to AFCARS along with their service 
and/or outcomes information reported to NYTD.   
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2       GENERAL INFORMATION 

2.1  Overview of NYTD Data Quality Advisories 
 
The NYTD system will perform two types of data quality checks on a NYTD data file: 
 
1. Record-level data quality checks that examine the occurrence of unexpected or logically 

inconsistent values within a single youth record in a data file; and 
2. Element-level data quality checks that examine the occurrence of unexpected 

frequencies of a value across a set of youth records in a data file. 
 
For each type of check, an unexpected occurrence or frequency of a value will result in a 
data quality advisory (DQA) being generated by the NYTD Portal or NYTD Data Review 
Utility (NDRU).  It is important to note again that data quality advisories do not impact 
ACF’s determination of compliance or penalty calculation for a data file; rather they are to 
be used by State and Federal staff to identify potential data quality issues that should be 
examined by a State.  The NYTD Data Quality Advisories are listed in Appendix A of this 
document.   

2.1.1 Record-level Data Quality Advisories 
 
Record-level data quality checks may result in a DQA for particular elements within a youth 
record.  In general, a record-level DQA will occur if a value appears in an element which is 
not associated with the reporting population determined for that youth record.  A served 
population youth, for example, who is not part of the baseline or a follow-up population 
(such as a youth of age 15 during the reporting period) would not be expected to provide 
information relating to their outcomes reporting status (element 34) in the youth’s record.  
The unexpected occurrence of the value “unable to locate or invite” for element 34 for a 15-
year-old, for example, would result in a DQA for that record and for element 34. 
 
When a record-level data quality advisory is generated, relevant information is captured and 
reported by the NYTD system, including the element number and name, the value that 
triggered the advisory (e.g., “unable to locate or invite” for element 34 for a youth who is 
not in the baseline or follow-up populations), the associated record number and a 
description of the record-level data quality advisory.  The NYTD Portal and NDRU will display 
the advisories and associated information as appropriate.   

2.1.2 Element-level Data Quality Advisories 
 
Element-level data quality checks may result in a DQA for particular elements within the 
entire data file.  In general, when a particular value for a data element in a data file occurs 
at a frequency that surpasses a predetermined threshold, a DQA will be generated for the 
corresponding element.  A predetermined threshold of 60%, for example, has been specified 
for either of the two acceptable values for element 5 (sex).  Thus, it is expected that the 
proportion of records in a data file indicating either "male" or "female" for this element 
should not exceed 60%.  If, for example, 75% of youth records in a data file specified a 
value of "male" for element 5, this unexpectedly high value would result in a DQA for the 
file and for element 5. 
 
The predetermined “data quality advisory thresholds” for the element-level data quality 
checks were set by the Administration of Children and Families (ACF).  Each element was 
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reviewed and logical thresholds were determined based upon knowledge of the type of data 
being reported for NYTD purposes, including what is currently known about youth in the 
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) reporting populations 
and what is currently known about youth served by independent living programs.  Not all 
elements have associated Data Quality Advisory thresholds.   
 
When an element-level data quality advisory is generated, relevant information is captured 
and reported by the NYTD system, including the element number and name, the value that 
triggered the advisory (e.g., ‘male’ for data element 5 - sex) and both the predetermined 
DQA threshold for a value and the percentage of youth records that specified that value.  
The NYTD Portal and NDRU will display the advisories and associated information as 
appropriate.   

2.2 Interpreting and Using the NYTD Data Quality Advisories 
 
Data quality advisories are not necessarily errors but are alerts or “flags” that there may be 
a data quality issue that warrants investigation.  Such advisories should therefore be 
examined in the context of what is known about a State’s reporting populations and the 
process by which the NYTD data file is created.  Thus, DQAs may be used for evaluating the 
data set provided in a file and the factors that influence how the data are extracted and how 
the data file is prepared and generated.  Some of the factors include the data mapping from 
SACWIS and other information systems, the data extraction routines that determine which 
data are included in the file, the particular data collection methods a State uses, and any 
changes in State policy or practice that influence the information collected for NYTD. 
 
For example, a State’s child welfare information system may have certain values for a data 
element mapped slightly different from the required NYTD values specified in 45 CFR 
1356.83(g).  In order to report acceptable values for NYTD, a State needs to map its values 
appropriately to the values listed in the NYTD regulation.  A DQA may alert the State that 
values have been mapped incorrectly if the specific value appears in a data file with an 
unexpectedly high or low frequency.  In this case, the State would need to examine the 
mapping logic and potentially modify the code of its system if it appears to be mapping 
values incorrectly.  Other actions a State might take to address issues indicated by 
advisories might include additional training for workers who input NYTD data, modification 
of the extraction routines for the NYTD files, or examination of policy. 
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APPENDIX A.  DATA QUALITY ADVISORIES  
 
As indicated in Section 2, the NYTD data quality checks will either measure the frequency of 
values in certain data elements across youth records in a NYTD data file (element-level 
checks) or identify potential logical inconsistencies between elements within a youth’s 
record (record-level checks).  The following list describes the data quality advisories 
including advisory thresholds that will be detected and displayed for each NYTD data 
element.   
 
• Data Quality Advisory #1:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 4 (date of birth).  If any single date of birth appears in more than 10% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for element 4. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #2:  Check of the frequency of youth younger than age 

13 reported in a file.  If youth under age 13 (based on element 4) account for more 
than 10% of the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 4. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #3:  Check of the frequency of youth older than age 25 

reported in a file.  If young adults over age 25 (based on element 4) account for more 
than 10% of the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 4. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #4:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 5 (sex).  If either of the values “male” or “female” for element 5 appear in 
more than 60% of the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 5. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #5:  Check of the frequency of the value “yes” reported 

for elements 6-10 (race categories).  If the value “yes” for any of the race category 
data elements (American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Black or African American; 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander; and White) appears in 100% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for each such data element 6-
10. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #6:  Check of the frequency of the value “yes” reported 

for element 11 (race - unknown).  If the value “yes” for element 11 appears in more 
than 25% of the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 11. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #7:  Check of the frequency of the value “yes” reported 

for element 12 (race - declined).  If the value “yes” for element 12 appears in more 
than 25% of the total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 12. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #8:  Check of the frequency of the value “yes” reported 

for element 13 (Hispanic or Latino ethnicity).  If the value “yes” for element 13 
appears in 100% of total records in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 13. 
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• Data Quality Advisory #9:  Check of the frequency of the value “unknown” 

reported for element 13 (Hispanic or Latino ethnicity).  If the value “unknown” for 
element 13 appears in more than 25% of total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 13. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #10:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 14 (foster care status - services).  If either of the values “yes” or “no” for 
element 14 appear in 100% of the total records in the served population in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for element 14. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #11:  Check of the logical relationship between a youth’s 

lack of membership in the served population and reported characteristics and 
services information (elements 15-33).  If element 14 is blank in a youth’s record, 
then elements 15 through 33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality advisory is 
generated for each non-blank element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #12:  Check of the frequency of the value “centralized 

unit” for element 15 (local agency).  If the value “centralized unit” for element 15 
appears in 100% of the total records in the served population in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 15. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #13:  Check of the frequency of any single FIPS code for 

element 15 (local agency).  If a single FIPS code for element 15 appears in 100% of 
the total records in the served population in a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 15. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #14:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 16 (federally recognized tribe).  If either of the possible values “yes” or 
“no” for element 16 appear in 100% of the total records in the served population in a 
file, then a data quality advisory is generated for element 16. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #15:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 17 (adjudicated delinquent).  If either of the possible values “yes” or “no” 
for element 17 appear in 100% of the total records in the served population in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated for element 17. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #16:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 18 (educational level).  If any of the possible values for element 18 appear 
in more than 50% of the total records in the served population in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 18. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #17:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 19 (special education).  If either of the possible values “yes” or “no” for 
element 19 appear in 100% of the total records in the served population in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for element 19. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #18:  Check of the frequency of any single value for the 

elements related to the independent living services categories.  If either of the 
possible values “yes” or “no” appear in 100% of the total records in the served 
population for any of the independent living service categories (data elements 20-33) in 
a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for each such independent living service 
category element 20-33. 
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• Data Quality Advisory #19:  Check of the frequency of the value “unable to 

locate/invite” for element 34 (outcomes reporting status).  If the value “unable 
to locate/invite” for element 34 appears in more than 25% of the records in the baseline 
or follow-up population in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for element 
34. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #20:  Check of the logical relationship between the 

youth’s age and foster care status (element 36).  If the youth’s age (based on 
elements 2 and 4) is less than 17-years-old, greater than 21-years-old, or otherwise 
inconsistent with membership in the baseline or follow-up populations for a reporting 
period, then element 36 should be blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 36 for such a youth. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #21:  Check of the logical relationship between a youth’s 

reporting population and participation in the survey (non-baseline and non-
follow-up populations).  If a youth is not in the baseline or follow-up population 
(based on elements 2, 4 and 36) then element 34 (outcomes reporting status), element 
35 (date of outcomes collection), and elements 37-58 should be blank in the youth’s 
record.  If not, a data quality advisory is generated for each non-blank element 34, 35, 
and/or 37-58 for such a youth. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #22:  Check of the frequency of any single value for 

element 35 (date of outcomes data collection).  If any single value reported for 
element 35 appears in more than 75% of the total records in the baseline or follow-up 
populations in a file, then a data quality advisory is generated for element 35. 

 
• Data Quality Advisory #23:  Check of the logical relationship between a youth’s 

outcomes reporting status (element 34) and reported outcomes information 
(data elements 37-58) (youth outcome survey non-participants).  If the value of 
element 34 is other than "participated" (youth participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If not, a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 34 and each non-blank element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   

 
• Data Quality Advisory #24:  Check of the logical relationship between a 

baseline youth’s foster care status, outcomes reporting status, and reported 
outcomes information (youth in baseline population who is no longer in foster 
care at date of outcome data collection).  If a youth is in the baseline population 
(based on elements 2, 4, and 36), but the value of element 36 (foster care status-
outcomes) is "no" (indicating that the youth was no longer in foster care at the date of 
outcome data collection), and (even if) element 34 (outcomes reporting status) is 
"participated" (youth participated), then elements 37 through 58 should be blank in the 
youth’s record.  If not, a data quality advisory is generated for element 34 and each 
non-blank element 37 to 58 for such a youth. 

 

• Data Quality Advisory #25:  Check of the logical relationship between a youth’s 
reported follow-up population membership and that youth’s inclusion in the 
age 19 follow-up population cohort and age 21 follow-up population cohort.  If 
a youth is reported as a member of the follow-up population (based on elements 2, 4, 
and 36), but that youth is not actually a part of the State’s corresponding follow-up 
population cohort at age 19 or 21, then a data quality advisory is generated for element 
3. 
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• Data Quality Advisory #26:  Check of the logical relationship between a youth’s 

outcomes reporting status (element 34) and that youth’s inclusion in the 
follow-up population sample.  If a youth is reported in a follow-up population (based 
on elements 2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-up population cohort but not a 
part of the State’s follow-up sample, and the value of element 34 is other than “not in 
sample,” then a data quality advisory is generated for element 3.  
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APPENDIX B.  ELEMENT-BY-ELEMENT DETAILS OF DATA QUALITY ADVISORIES 
 
Tables 1.1 – 1.3 provide at-a–glance details of the 58 NYTD data elements along with a description of how the 25 data quality 
advisories (abbreviated “DQA’s” below) apply to each element per reporting population.  The two columns on the far right 
separately list the element-level DQA’s and record-level DQA’s for each element. 

 
TABLE 1.1   SERVED POPULATION 

 
Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

1. State 2 digit FIPS code 
 

None. 
 

None. 
 

2. Report date Month and year None. 
 

None. 
 

3. Record number Encrypted, unique 
person identification 
number 
 

None.  None. 

4. Date of birth Month, day, year DQA#1:  If any single date of birth 
appears in more than 10% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 4. 
 
DQA#2:  If youth under age 13 account for 
more than 10% of the total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 4. 
 
DQA#3:  If young adults over age 25 
account for more than 10% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 4. 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

5. Sex Male 
Female 

DQA#4:  If either of the values “male” or 
“female” for element 5 appear in more than 
60% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for 
element 5. 
 

None. 
 

6. Race: American 
Indian or Alaska 
Native 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for each 
such data element 6-10. 
 

None. 

7. Race: Asian Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for each 
such data element 6-10. 
 

None. 
 

8. Race: Black or 
African American 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for each 
such data element 6-10. 
 

None. 
 

9. Race: Native 
Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for each 
such data element 6-10. 
 

None. 
 

10. Race: White Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for each 
such data element 6-10. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

11. Race: unknown Yes  
No 
 

DQA#6:  If the value “yes” for element 11 
appears in more than 25% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 11. 
 

None. 
 

12. Race: declined Yes  
No 
 

DQA#7:  If the value “yes” for element 12 
appears in more than 25% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 12. 
 

None. 

13. Hispanic or Latino 
ethnicity 

Yes  
No 
Unknown 
Declined     
                

DQA#8:  If the value “yes” for element 13 
appears in 100% of total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 13. 
 
DQA#9:  If the value “unknown” for 
element 13 appears in more than 25% of 
total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 13. 
 

None. 

14. Foster care status–
services 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#10:  If either of the values “yes” or 
“no” for element 14 appear in 100% of the 
total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 14. 
 

None. 
 

15. Local agency FIPS code(s) 
Centralized unit                                                 
 

DQA#12:  If the value “centralized unit” 
for element 15 appears in 100% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 15. 
 
DQA#13:  If a single FIPS code for element 
15 appears in 100% of the total records in 
a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 15. 
 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

16. Federally recognized 
tribe 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#14:  If either of the possible values 
“yes” or “no” for element 16 appear in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for 
element 16. 
 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

17. Adjudicated 
delinquent 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#15:  If either of the possible values 
“yes” or “no” for element 17 appear in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for 
element 17. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

18. Educational level Less than 6th    
  grade   
6th grade 
7th grade 
8th grade 
9th grade 
10th grade 
11th grade 
12th grade 
Post secondary  
  education or  
  training   
College        
 

DQA#16:  If any of the possible values for 
element 18 appear in more than 50% of the 
total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 18. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

19. Special education Yes  
No 

DQA#17:  If either of the possible values 
“yes” or “no” for element 19 appear in 
100% of the total records in a file, then a 
data quality advisory is generated for 
element 19. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

20. Independent living 
needs assessment 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

21. Academic support Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

22. Post-secondary 
educational support 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 
 

23. Career preparation Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

24. Employment 
programs or 
vocational training 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

25. Budget and financial 
management 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

26. Housing education 
and home 
management training 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

27. Health education and 
risk prevention 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

28. Family support and 
healthy marriage 
education 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

29. Mentoring Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

30. Supervised 
independent living 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

31. Room and board 
financial assistance 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 
 

32. Education financial 
assistance 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

33. Other financial 
assistance 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#18:  If the value “yes” appears in 
100% of the total records in a file for any of 
the independent living service categories, 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for each such data element 20-33. 

DQA#11:  If element 14 is blank in a 
youth’s record, then elements 15 through 
33 should be blank.  If not, a data quality 
advisory is generated for each non-blank 
element 15 to 33 in such a youth’s record. 
 

34. Outcomes reporting 
status 

Youth participated 
Youth declined 
Parent declined 
Youth incapacitated 
Incarcerated 
Runaway/Missing 
Unable to  
  locate/invite 
Death 
Not in sample 
Blank 
 

None. 
 
  

DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

35. Date of outcome data 
collection 

Month, day, year        
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

36. Foster care status–
outcomes 

Yes 
No 
Blank                             

None. 
 

DQA#20:  If the youth’s age is less than 
17-years-old, greater than 21-years-old, 
or otherwise inconsistent with membership 
in the baseline or follow-up populations for 
a reporting period, then element 36 should 
be blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a 
data quality advisory is generated for 
element 36 for such a youth. 
 

37. Current full-time 
employment 

Yes 
No  
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 

38. Current part-time 
employment 

Yes 
No 
Declined                   
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

39. Employment-related 
skills 

Yes 
No 
Declined                    
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

40. Social Security Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

41. Educational aid Yes 
No 
Declined 
Blank                   

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

42. Public financial 
assistance 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

43. Public food assistance Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

44. Public housing 
assistance 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

45. Other financial 
support 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

46. Highest educational 
certification received 

High school   
diploma/GED  
Vocational  
  certificate 
Vocational license 
Associate’s degree 
Bachelor's degree 
Higher degree 
None of the above 
Declined                   
Blank  
 

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

47. Current enrollment 
and attendance 

Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

48. Connection to adult Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

49. Homelessness Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank   

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

50. Substance abuse 
referral 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

51. Incarceration Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

52. Children Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

53. Marriage at child's 
birth 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

54. Medicaid Yes 
No 
Don’t know           
Declined 
Blank   

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

55. Other health 
insurance coverage 

Yes 
No   
Don’t know               
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

56. Health insurance 
type: Medical 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know              
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

57. Health insurance 
type: Mental health 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable  
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
 

58. Heath insurance 
type: Prescription 
drugs 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#21:  If a youth is not in the baseline 
or follow-up population, then element 34, 
element 35 and elements 37-58 should be 
blank in the youth’s record.  If not, a data 
quality advisory is generated for each non-
blank element 34, 35, and/or 37-58 for 
such a youth. 
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TABLE 1.2   BASELINE POPULATION 

 

Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

1. State 2 digit FIPS code 
 

None. 
 

None. 

2. Report date Month and year None. 
 

None. 

3. Record number Encrypted, unique 
person identification 
number 
 

None. None. 

4. Date of birth Month, day, year  DQA#1:  If any single date of birth appears 
in more than 10% of the total records in a 
file, then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 4. 
 
DQA#2:  If youth under age 13 account for 
more than 10% of the total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 4. 
 
DQA#3:  If young adults over age 25 account 
for more than 10% of the total records in a 
file, then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 4. 
 

None. 
 

5. Sex Male 
Female 

DQA#4:  If either of the values “male” or 
“female” for element 5 appear in more than 
60% of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 5. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

6. Race: American 
Indian or Alaska 
Native 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 100% 
of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for each such 
data element 6-10. 
 

None. 

7. Race: Asian Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 100% 
of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for each such 
data element 6-10. 
 

None. 

8. Race: Black or 
African American 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 100% 
of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for each such 
data element 6-10. 

None. 

9. Race: Native 
Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 100% 
of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for each such 
data element 6-10. 
 

None. 

10. Race: White Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the 
race category data elements appears in 100% 
of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for each such 
data element 6-10. 
 

None. 

11. Race: unknown Yes  
No 
 

DQA#6:  If the value “yes” for element 11 
appears in more than 25% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality advisory 
is generated for element 11. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

12. Race: declined Yes  
No 
 

DQA#7:  If the value “yes” for element 12 
appears in more than 25% of the total 
records in a file, then a data quality advisory 
is generated for element 12. 
 

None. 

13. Hispanic or Latino 
ethnicity 

Yes  
No 
Unknown 
Declined     
                

DQA#8:  If the value “yes” for element 13 
appears in 100% of total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 13. 
 
DQA#9:  If the value “unknown” for element 
13 appears in more than 25% of total records 
in a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 13. 
 

None. 

34. Outcomes 
reporting status 

Youth participated 
Youth declined 
Parent declined 
Youth incapacitated 
Incarcerated 
Runaway/Missing 
Unable to  
  locate/invite 
Death 
Not in sample 
Blank 
 

DQA#19:  If the value “unable to 
locate/invite” for element 34 appears in more 
than 25% of the records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 34. 
 
 

DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

35. Date of outcome 
data collection 

Month, day, year        
Blank  

DQA#22:  If any single value reported for 
element 35 appears in more than 75% of the 
total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 35. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

36. Foster care status–
outcomes 

Yes 
No 
Blank                        
      

None. None. 

37. Current full-time 
employment 

Yes 
No  
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

38. Current part-time 
employment 

Yes 
No 
Declined                   
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

39. Employment-
related skills 

Yes 
No 
Declined                    
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

40. Social Security Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

41. Educational aid Yes 
No 
Declined 
Blank                   

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

45. Other financial 
support 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

46. Highest 
educational 
certification 
received 

High school   
diploma/GED  

Vocational  
  certificate 
Vocational license 
Associate’s degree 
Bachelor's degree 
Higher degree 
None of the above 
Declined                   
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   

47. Current enrollment 
and attendance 

Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

48. Connection to 
adult 

Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

49. Homelessness Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank   

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

50. Substance abuse 
referral 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

51. Incarceration Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

52. Children Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

53. Marriage at child's 
birth 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

54. Medicaid Yes 
No 
Don’t know           
Declined 
Blank   

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

55. Other health 
insurance coverage 

Yes 
No   
Don’t know               
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

56. Health insurance 
type: Medical 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know              
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

57. Health insurance 
type: Mental 
health 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable  
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 

Number & Name Response Options 

58. Heath insurance 
type: Prescription 
drugs 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 
DQA#24:  If the value of element 36 is 
"no" and (even if) element 34 is 
"participated" (youth participated), then 
elements 37 through 58 should be blank in 
the youth’s record.   
 

 
  

- 35 - 



                                                               
Technical Bulletin #3: NYTD Data Quality Advisories 

 
TABLE 1.3   FOLLOW-UP POPULATION 

 
Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

1. State 2 digit FIPS code 
 

None. 
 

None. 

2. Report date Month and year None. 
 

None. 

3. Record number Encrypted, unique 
person identification 
number 
 

None. DQA #25:  If a youth is reported as a 
member of the follow-up population 
(based on elements 2, 4, and 36), but that 
youth is not actually a part of the State’s 
corresponding follow-up population cohort 
at age 19 or 21, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 3. 
 
DQA #26:  If a youth is reported in a 
follow-up population (based on elements 
2, 4, and 36) and is in the age 19 follow-
up population cohort but not a part of the 
State’s follow-up sample, and the value of 
element 34 is other than “not in sample,” 
then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 3. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

4. Date of birth Month, day, year DQA#1:  If any single date of birth appears in 
more than 10% of the total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 4. 
 
DQA#2:  If youth under age 13 account for 
more than 10% of the total records in a file, 
then a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 4. 
 
DQA#3:  If young adults over age 25 account 
for more than 10% of the total records in a 
file, then a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 4. 
 

None. 
 

5. Sex Male 
Female 

DQA#4:  If either of the values “male” or 
“female” for element 5 appear in more than 
60% of the total records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 5. 
 

None. 

6. Race: American 
Indian or Alaska 
Native 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the race 
category data elements appears in 100% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for each such data 
element 6-10. 
 

None. 

7. Race: Asian Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the race 
category data elements appears in 100% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for each such data 
element 6-10. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

8. Race: Black or 
African American 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the race 
category data elements appears in 100% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for each such data 
element 6-10. 
 

None. 

9. Race: Native 
Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 

Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the race 
category data elements appears in 100% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for each such data 
element 6-10. 
 

None. 

10. Race: White Yes  
No 
 

DQA#5:  If the value “yes” for any of the race 
category data elements appears in 100% of 
the total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for each such data 
element 6-10. 
 

None. 

11. Race: unknown Yes  
No 
 

DQA#6:  If the value “yes” for element 11 
appears in more than 25% of the total records 
in a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 11. 
 

None. 

12. Race: declined Yes  
No 
 

DQA#7:  If the value “yes” for element 12 
appears in more than 25% of the total records 
in a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 12. 
 

None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

13. Hispanic or Latino 
ethnicity 

Yes  
No 
Unknown 
Declined     
                

DQA#8:  If the value “yes” for element 13 
appears in 100% of total records in a file, then 
a data quality advisory is generated for 
element 13. 
 
DQA#9:  If the value “unknown” for element 
13 appears in more than 25% of total records 
in a file, then a data quality advisory is 
generated for element 13. 
 

None. 

34. Outcomes 
reporting status 

Youth participated 
Youth declined 
Parent declined 
Youth incapacitated 
Incarcerated 
Runaway/Missing 
Unable to  
  locate/invite 
Death 
Not in sample 
Blank 
 

DQA#19:  If the value “unable to 
locate/invite” for element 34 appears in more 
than 25% of the records in a file, then a data 
quality advisory is generated for element 34. 
 

DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

35. Date of outcome 
data collection 

Month, day, year        
Blank  

DQA#22:  If any single value reported for 
element 35 appears in more than 75% of the 
total records in a file, then a data quality 
advisory is generated for element 35. 
 

None. 

36. Foster care 
status–outcomes 

Yes 
No 
Blank      
                        

None. None. 
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

37. Current full-time 
employment 

Yes 
No  
Declined                  
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

38. Current part-time 
employment 

Yes 
No 
Declined                   
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

39. Employment-
related skills 

Yes 
No 
Declined                    
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

40. Social Security Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

41. Educational aid Yes 
No 
Declined 
Blank        
            

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

42. Public financial 
assistance 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

43. Public food 
assistance 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

44. Public housing 
assistance 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

45. Other financial 
support 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

46. Highest 
educational 
certification 
received 

High school   
diploma/GED  

Vocational  
  certificate 
Vocational license 
Associate’s degree 
Bachelor's degree 
Higher degree 
None of the above 
Declined                   
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

47. Current enrollment 
and attendance 

Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

48. Connection to 
adult 

Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

49. Homelessness Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank   
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

50. Substance abuse 
referral 

Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

51. Incarceration Yes 
No 
Declined                      
Blank   
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

52. Children Yes 
No 
Declined                  
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

53. Marriage at child's 
birth 

Yes 
No 
Not applicable        
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

54. Medicaid Yes 
No 
Don’t know           
Declined 
Blank   
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

55. Other health 
insurance 
coverage 

Yes 
No   
Don’t know               
Declined 
Blank  
 

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

56. Health insurance 
type: Medical 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know              
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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Data Elements 
45 CFR 1356.83(g) 

Element-level DQA’s Record-level DQA’s 
Number & Name Response Options 

57. Health insurance 
type: Mental 
health 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable  
Declined 
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
 

58. Heath insurance 
type: Prescription 
drugs 

Yes 
No 
Don’t know            
Not applicable 
Declined  
Blank  

None. DQA#23:  If the value of element 34 is 
other than "participated" (youth 
participated), then elements 37 through 
58 should be blank in a youth’s record.  If 
not, a data quality advisory is generated 
for element 34 and each non-blank 
element 37 to 58 for such a youth.   
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