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s _/ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

C

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Administration on Children, Youth and Families
1250 Maryland Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20024

Mr. Palmer DePaulis, Director

Utah Department of Human Services
195 North 1950 West

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Mr. DePaulis:

We are pleased to inform you that Utah has successfully completed its Improvement Plan under
the Federal Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) Assessment
Review.

In July 2005, the Children’s Bureau completed an onsite review of the State’s AFCARS data.
The AFCARS Assessment Review (AAR) evaluates the ability of the State’s automated
information system to collect, extract, and submit AFCARS data, and assesses the accuracy of
the data collected in accordance with the definitions of the data elements specified in Federal
regulations and policy. In addition to reviewing technical documentation, the review also
includes a review of foster care and adoption case records (paper files) to compare the
information found in the paper files with the electronic data submitted for those cases to ensure
accuracy, timely data entry, and completeness in the conversion of historical information.

While the AFCARS Assessment Review is considered complete, we encourage you to continue
to build upon the processes you have implemented to ensure accurate, quality data. In addition,
we note that some issues addressed through the AFCARS Improvement Plan relating to
placements overlap with items in the State’s Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Program
Improvement Plan (PIP). While for the purposes of the AFCARS Improvement Plan, we find
these tasks to be complete and the State is correctly extracting placements that are to be counted
for AFCARS, the State must complete all actions specified in the CFSR PIP and also ensure that
efforts are made to sustain the improvements over time. We also want to remind the State that
the State’s title IV-B Child and Family Services Plan and Annual Progress and Services Report
as part of the information required by 45 CFR 1357.15(t) and 45 CFR 1357.16(a)(5) is to include
information on changes to the system and caseworker training.
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Again, we congratulate Utah and the dedicated staff for the diligent and on-going efforts to
successfully complete the AFCARS Improvement Plan. Should you have any questions
regarding this letter, please contact your Regional Program Specialist.

Sincerely,
/s/

Joseph J. Bock
Acting Associate Commissioner
Children’s Bureau

cc: Brent Platt, Director, Division of Children and Family Services
Navina Forsyth, Supervisor Data & Research Unit, UT DCFS
Terry Watt, Director, Division of State Systems
Marilyn Kennerson, Child Welfare Regional Program Manager, CB, Region VIII;
Denver, CO





