
 

Ken Schatz 
Commissioner 
Department for Children and Families 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, Vermont  05671-5920 

Dear Mr. Schatz: 

On August 27, 2014 we notified the Department of Children and Families of the results of our 
eligibility review of the Vermont title IV-E Foster Care program.  Our report of the results 
provided the detailed findings of this review along with the amount of disallowance in title IV-E 
Federal Financial Participation (FFP) and related administrative costs associated with the 
ineligible payments for 40 error cases and 24 non-error cases.  

Following our issuance of the review results, James Forbes of your staff provided us with 
additional documentation on one of the non-error cases, sample number 94.  We have reviewed 
this information and concur with your staff that it documents full licensure of the applicable 
child care institution during the period in question, and that safety considerations with respect to 
the staff of this institution were fully satisfied.  Therefore, sample number 94 no longer has any 
identified improper payments for the period August 16, 2011 through January 31, 2013 and we 
have removed the amount of disallowance associated with this case for this period of time 
($49,026 FFP in maintenance payments and $10,474 FFP in related administrative costs). 

The total (revised) disallowance for title IV-E foster care claims for any period of ineligibility 
found in the 40 error cases and 23 non-error cases is $177,797 in FFP ($100,305 in maintenance 
payments and $77,492 in related administrative costs). 

This is the final decision of the Administration for Children and Families.  It shall be the final 
decision of the Department of Health and Human Services unless you submit a written notice of 
appeal to the Departmental Appeals Board (DAB), in accordance with 45 CFR Part 16.  Any 
such appeal is limited to the revision to the disallowance identified in this action.  Your written 
notice of appeal must be sent within 30 calendar days of receiving this decision from the 
Children’s Bureau about the IV-E revised review finding and payment disallowance.  Your 
notice of appeal must note you intend to appeal, give the amount in dispute, and briefly say why 
you think the new IV-E review decision is incorrect.  You must attach a copy of this decision to 
your notice of appeal. 
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A notice of appeal may be submitted to the DAB by mail, by facsimile (fax) if under 10 pages, or 
electronically using the DAB’s electronic filing system (DAB E-File).  Submissions are 
considered made on the date they are postmarked, sent by certified or registered mail, deposited 
with a commercial mail delivery service, faxed (where permitted), or successfully submitted via 
DAB E-File.  The DAB will notify you of further procedures. 

If you mail your notice of appeal, it should be addressed to: 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Departmental Appeals Board, MS 6127 
Appellate Division 
330 Independence Ave., SW 
Cohen Building, Room G-644 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

If you fax your notice of appeal (permitted only if the appeal notice is under 10 pages), you 
should use the Appellate Division’s fax number, (202) 565-0238. 

If you use DAB E-File to submit your notice of appeal, you or your representative must first 
become a registered user by (1) clicking “Register” at the bottom of the DAB E-File homepage, 
https://dab.efile.hhs.gov/; (2) entering requested information on the “Register New Account” 
form; and (3) clicking the “Register Account” button.  Once registered, you or your 
representative should (1) login to DAB E-File using the e-mail address and password provided 
during registration; (2) click “File New Appeal” on the menu; (3) click the “Appellate” button; 
and (4) provide and upload the requested information and documents on the “File New Appeal-
Appellate Division” form.  Detailed instructions can be found on the DAB E-File homepage. 

When you submit your appeal to the DAB, you must send a copy to Robert Cavanaugh, the CB 
Child Welfare Regional Program Manager in Region I.   

https://dab.efile.hhs.gov/
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Please contact Robert Cavanaugh, Regional Child Welfare Program Manager in Region I, at 
(617) 565-2449 or by email bob.cavanaugh@acf.hhs.gov if you have any questions about this 
review.  Questions concerning the disallowance should be directed to George Barnwell, Regional 
Grants Officer, at (617) 565-1403 or by email George.barnwell@acf.hhs.gov. 

Sincerely,

cc: Gail Collins, Director; CB, Division of Program Implementation; Washington, D.C. 
 Robert Cavanaugh, Child Welfare Regional Program Manager; CB, Region I; Boston, MA 
 George Barnwell, Regional Grants Officer; ACF, OA, OGM, Region I; Boston, MA 
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