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U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamlies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamlies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

TheAFCARSReport: 
NewMexico 

PreliminaryFY¹2021EstimatesasofJune28,2022-No.29 

SOURCE:AdoptionandFosterCareAnalysisandReportingSystem(AFCARS)FY2021data² 

NumbersataGlance:NewMexico 

FiscalYear 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

NumberinfostercareonSeptember30oftheFY 2,657 2,508 2,326 2,120 1,841 

NumberenteredfostercareduringtheFY 1,902 1,679 1,447 1,184 929 

NumberexitedfostercareduringtheFY 1,824 1,793 1,609 1,372 1,188 

Numberservedbythefostercaresystem duringtheFY 4,479 4,299 3,933 3,489 3,027 

NumberwaitingtobeadoptedonSeptember30oftheFY 1,424 1,205 1,194 1,040 785 

Numberwaitingtobeadoptedforwhom parentalrights(fora livingparents)were 
terminatedasofthelastdayoftheFY 

812 597 621 629 480 

NumberadoptedwithpublicchildwelfareagencyinvolvementduringtheFY 311 297 336 281 319 

 

AgeasofSeptember30th Years 

Mean 7.7 

Sex Percent Number 

Male 92350% 

Median 7.0 Female 50% 918 

Percent Number MostRecentPlacementSetingAgeasofSeptember30th Percent Number 

Lesthan1Year 5% 98 Pre-AdoptiveHome 3% 64 

1Year 9% 170 FosterFamilyHome(Relative) 36% 659 

2Years 7% 136 FosterFamilyHome(Non-Relative) 46% 840 

3Years 6% 114 GroupHome 4% 68 

4Years 6% 115 Insitution 3% 57 

5Years 6% 106 SupervisedIndependentLiving 0% 4 

6Years 5% 93 Runaway 3% 47 

7Years 6% 103 TrialHomeVisit 6% 102 
8Years 5% 83 

9Years 5% 101 CasePlanGoal Percent Number 

ReunifywithParent(s)orPrimaryCaretaker(s) 45% 82610Years 6% 102 

LivewithOtherRelative(s) 8% 14611Years 5% 87 

Adoption 42% 77512Years 5% 88 

LongTerm FosterCare 0% 013Years 5% 99 

14Years 6% 105 Emancipation 2% 44 

15Years 5% 87 Guardianship 1% 11 

16Years 4% 82 CasePlanGoalNotYetEstablished 2% 29 

17Years 

18Years 

19Years 

20Years 

4% 67 

0% 1 

0% 3 

0% 1 

¹‘FY’referstotheFederalFiscalYear,October1stthroughSeptember30th.
²DatafromboththeregularandrevisedAFCARSfilesubmissionsreceivedbyJune28,2022areincludedinthisreport.Misingdataareexcludedfromeachtable.
Therefore,thetotalswithineachdistributionmaynotequalthetotalprovidedforthatsubpopulation(e.g.numberincareonSeptember30thmaynotmatchthesum 
acrosagesforthatgroup) 

Children	in	Foster	Care	on	September	30,	2021	-	N=1,841

https:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb
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Percent NumberRace/Ethnicity 

AmericanIndian/AlaskaNative 7% 130 

Asian 0% 0 

BlackorAfricanAmerican 4% 81 

NativeHawaian/OtherPacificIslander 0% 3 

Hispanic(ofanyrace) 63% 1,161 

White 21% 392 

Unknown/UnabletoDetermine 1% 13 

TwoorMoreRaces 3% 59 

NOTE:AlracesexcludechildrenofHispanicorigin.ChildrenofHispanicethnicity 
maybeanyrace. 

MonthsTimeinCare 

Mean 25.9 

Median 18.7 

TimeinCare Percent Number 

Lesthan1Month 3% 51 

1-5Months 18% 330 

6-11Months 13% 241 

12-17Months 14% 265 

18-23Months 12% 219 

24-29Months 8% 147 

30-35Months 7% 129 

3-4Years 15% 273 

5YearsorMore 10% 186 

 

AgeatEntry Race/Ethnicity 

Mean 6.3 AmericanIndian/AlaskaNative 8% 70 

Median 5.0 Asian 0% 0 

Years Percent Number 

Percent Number 
BlackorAfricanAmerican 3% 28 

NativeHawaian/OtherPacficIslander 0% 1 
19% 173 

Hispanic(ofanyrace) 57% 526 
8% 73 

White 26% 243 
8% 72 

Unknown/UnabletoDetermine 2% 20 
7% 68 

TwoorMoreRaces 4% 35 
5% 51 

NOTE:AlracesexcludechildrenofHispanicorigin.ChildrenofHispanicethnicity6% 55 
maybeanyrace. 

4% 34 

tCircumstancesAssociatedwithChild'sRemoval Percen Number4% 39 
Neglect 72% 666

5% 42 
DrugAbuse(Parent) 31% 291

5% 51 
PhysicalAbuse 21% 194

3% 30 
Housing 19% 181

4% 36 
AlcoholAbuse(Parent) 12% 110

3% 32 
Abandonment 9% 80

5% 42 
ParentIncarceration 8% 70

4% 35 
CaretakerInablityToCope 5% 47

4% 36 
DrugAbuse(Child) 4% 40

3% 30 
SexualAbuse 3% 32

3% 30 
ChildBehaviorProblem 3% 29

0% 0 
ParentDeath 1% 10

0% 0 
AlcoholAbuse(Child) 1% 5

0% 0 
ChildDisablity 1% 5 

Relinquishment 0% 3 

NOTE:Thesecategoriesarenotmutualyexclusive,sopercentageswiltotalmore 
than100% andcountswilbemorethanthetotalnumberofentries. 

AgeatEntry 

Lesthan1Year 

1Year 

2Years 

3Years 

4Years 

5Years 

6Years 

7Years 

8Years 

9Years 

10Years 

11Years 

12Years 

13Years 

14Years 

15Years 

16Years 

17Years 

18Years 

19Years 

20Years 

U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamilies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamilies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

PreliminaryEstimatesforFY2021asofJune28,2022(29),Page2 

Children	Entering	Foster	Care	during	FY	2021	-	N=929
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AgeatExit Percent Number 

Lessthan1Year 454% 

AgeatExit Race/EthnicityYears Percent Number 

Mean 7.9 AmericanIndian/AlaskaNative 8% 98 

Median 7.0 Asian 0% 0 

BlackorAfricanAmerican 4% 50 

NativeHawaian/OtherPacficIslander 0% 0 

Hispanic(ofanyrace) 61% 723 
1Year 6% 77 

White 22% 261 
2Years 8% 90 

Unknown/UnabletoDetermine 1% 15 
3Years 9% 104 

TwoorMoreRaces 3% 37 
4Years 7% 86 

5Years 8% 90 NOTE:AlracesexcludechildrenofHispanicorigin.ChildrenofHispanicethnicity 
maybeanyrace. 

6Years 6% 74 

7Years 5% 64 ReasonforDischarge 

8Years 4% 52 ReunficationwithParent(s)orPrimaryCaretaker(s) 49% 584 

9Years 5% 60 LivingwithOtherRelative(s) 1% 15 

10Years 4% 47 Adoption 34% 402 

11Years 5% 57 Emancipation 6% 68 

12Years 5% 57 Guardianship 9% 102 

13Years 4% 43 TransfertoAnotherAgency 1% 12 

Percent Number 

14Years 4% 45 Runaway 0% 5 

15Years 4% 47 DeathofChild 0% 0 

16Years 3% 41 

17Years 8% 93 

18Years 1% 16 

19Years 0% 0 

20Years 0% 0 

TimeinCare Months 

Mean 25.1 

Median 19.6 

TimeinCare Percent Number 

Lesthan1Month 19% 231 

1-5Months 9% 103 

6-11Months 8% 99 

12-17Months 11% 127 

18-23Months 10% 113 

24-29Months 9% 105 

30-35Months 7% 79 

3-4Years 19% 221 

5YearsorMore 9% 108 

U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamilies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamilies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

PreliminaryEstimatesforFY2021asofJune28,2022(29),Page3 

Children	Exiting	Foster	Care	during	FY	2021	-	N=1,188
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AgeasofSeptember30th AgeatEntryintoFosterCare 

Mean 8.5 Mean 5.1 

Median 9.0 Median 5.0 

Years Years 

AgeasofSeptember30th AgeatEntryintoFosterCare 

Lesthan1Year 1% 7 Lesthan1Year 20% 157 

1Year 6% 49 1Year 8% 59 

2Years 8% 65 2Years 7% 58 

3Years 6% 47 3Years 6% 51 

4Years 6% 51 4Years 8% 60 

5Years 5% 38 5Years 7% 57 

6Years 5% 41 6Years 5% 40 

7Years 6% 51 7Years 7% 56 

8Years 4% 34 8Years 6% 49 

9Years 5% 43 9Years 7% 55 

10Years 7% 53 10Years 5% 40 

11Years 6% 48 11Years 5% 42 

12Years 5% 41 12Years 4% 33 

13Years 7% 54 13Years 2% 13 

14Years 7% 57 14Years 1% 7 

15Years 6% 47 15Years 1% 6 

16Years 5% 38 16Years 0% 0 

17Years 3% 21 17Years 0% 2 

Percent Number Percent Number 

PlacementType Race/Ethnicity 

Pre-AdoptiveHome 8% 63 AmericanIndian/AlaskaNative 6% 48 

FosterFamilyHome(Relative) 27% 211 Asian 0% 0 

FosterFamilyHome(Non-Relative) 55% 434 BlackorAfricanAmerican 6% 47 

GroupHome 3% 22 NativeHawaian/OtherPacficIslander 0% 0 

Insitution 5% 38 Hispanic(ofanyrace) 63% 492 

SupervisedIndependentLiving 0% 0 White 21% 167 

Runaway 2% 16 Unknown/UnabletoDetermine 1% 4 

TrialHomeVisit 0% 1 TwoorMoreRaces 3% 27 

Percent Number Percent Number 

Percent Number NOTE:AlracesexcludechildrenofHispanicorigin.ChildrenofHispanicethnicitySex 
maybeanyrace. 

Male 51% 398 

Female 49% 387 

³Waitingchildrenareidentfiedaschildrenwhohaveagoalofadoptionand/orwhoseparents’parentalrightshavebeenterminated.Children16yearsoldandolder 
whoseparents’parentalrightshavebeenterminatedandwhohaveagoalofemancipationhavebeenexcludedfromtheestimate. 

U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamilies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamilies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

PreliminaryEstimatesforFY2021asofJune28,2022(29),Page4 

Children	Waiting	to	be	Adopted³	on	September	30,	2021	-	N=785
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TimeinCare Months OfChildrenWaitingforAdoptionwhoseParents'ParentalRightshavebeen 
Terminated(N=480),TimeElapsedsinceTerminationofParentalRightsasMean 41.2 
ofSeptember30,2021 

Median 35.5 

TimeinCare Percent Number 
TimeSinceTPR Months 

Mean 24.1 
Lesthan1Month 0% 1 Median 17.0 
1-5Months 1% 6 

6-11Months 3% 23 

12-17Months 10% 78 

18-23Months 12% 93 

24-29Months 15% 115 

30-35Months 12% 91 

3-4Years 28% 223 

5YearsorMore 20% 155 

 

AgeatAdoption Years TimeElapsedfrom TerminationofParentalRights 
toAdoption Months

Mean 7.2 
Mean 19.0 

Median 6.0 
Median 15.7 

AgeatAdoption 
TimeElapsedfrom TerminationofParentalRights 
toAdoption Percent Number 

Percent Number 

Lesthan1Year 0% 1 

Lesthan1Month 0% 01Year 6% 18 

1-5Months 12% 392Years 9% 30 

6-11Months 26% 833Years 8% 25 

12-17Months 20% 654Years 11% 34 

18-23Months 17% 545Years 10% 31 

24-29Months 10% 326Years 8% 25 

30-35Months 4% 147Years 6% 20 

3-4Years 8% 268Years 6% 18 

5YearsorMore 2% 69Years 5% 16 

10Years 5% 15 Race/Ethnicity 
11Years 7% 22 

Percent Number 

AmericanIndian/AlaskaNative 6% 20 
12Years 5% 15 Asian 0% 0 
13Years 4% 13 BlackorAfricanAmerican 7% 21 
14Years 5% 15 NativeHawaian/OtherPacficIslander 0% 0 
15Years 4% 12 Hispanic(ofanyrace) 63% 201 
16Years 2% 5 White 24% 75 
17Years 1% 3 Unknown/UnabletoDetermine 0% 0 
18Years 0% 1 TwoorMoreRaces 1% 2 
19Years 0% 0 

NOTE:AlracesexcludechildrenofHispanicorigin.ChildrenofHispanicethnicity
20Years 0% 0 maybeanyrace. 

⁴NotethattheadoptiondatareportedinthissectionarefromtheAFCARSAdoptionfile.Therefore,thenumberofadoptionsreportedheremaynotequalthenumber 
reportedasdischargestoadoptionfromfostercare. 

U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamilies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamilies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

PreliminaryEstimatesforFY2021asofJune28,2022(29),Page5 

Children	Adopted	with	Public	Agency	Involvement	in	FY	2021⁴ -	N=319
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Percent Number Percent NumberSex 

Male 52% 166 

Female 48% 153 

ReceiveAdoptionSubsidy Percent Number 

Yes 100% 319 

No 0% 0 

AdoptiveFamilyStructure 

MariedCouple 71% 228 

UnmariedCouple 5% 17 

SingleFemale 21% 66 

SingleMale 3% 8 

RelationshipofAdoptiveParentstoChildPriorto 
Adoption Percent Number 

Non-Relative 0% 1 

FosterParent 73% 234 

Stepparent 0% 0 

OtherRelative 26% 84 

FY2021AFCARSFosterCareDataRelease 

Defintionsandaddtionalsupportinginformationrelevanttothepopulationspresentedinthisreportcanbefoundby 
clickingonthetabsabovetheareachartdisplayedwhenusingthislink: 

htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/trends-in-foster-care-and-adoption 

U.S.DepartmentofHealthandHumanServices,AdministrationforChildrenandFamilies, 
AdministrationonChildren,YouthandFamilies,Children'sBureau,htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

PreliminaryEstimatesforFY2021asofJune28,2022(29),Page6 

https:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb
https:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/trends-in-foster-care-and-adoption
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