
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Administration on Children, Youth and Families 
330 C Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

May 10, 2021 

Dear Child Welfare Directors:   

First, I want to thank you for all that you and the members of the child welfare workforce have 
done in the past year to ensure the safety and well-being of children, youth and families under 
extraordinarily difficult circumstances.  We can all be grateful that there are now positive trends 
in combatting the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  Still, we know that some people, 
including young people formerly in foster care, have been severely impacted by all the events of 
the past year and urgently need assistance. 

Therefore, I am writing to urge you to act swiftly to provide assistance to young people who 
have experienced foster care to help them recover from the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic and public health emergency.  We have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to change 
the trajectory of young people whose lives have been impacted by the dual traumas of 
involvement with the child welfare system and the pandemic.  By providing direct financial 
support, we can help open opportunities for economic, social, and educational success for young 
people now and in the years ahead.   

As you know, the “Supporting Foster Youth and Families through the Pandemic Act,” Division 
X of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Pub. L. 116-260), was enacted into law on 
December 27, 2020.  The law provides temporary flexibilities in federal programs and 
significantly increased funding to meet the needs of young people in or formerly in foster care.  
All but one of the programmatic flexibilities extend through September 30, 2021. 

I urge you to use every tool available to address barriers to swift implementation of the law.  
Because the federal provisions in Division X are temporary, there may be streamlined options for 
your state to pursue to allow for quicker implementation than might otherwise be the case with a 
permanent change in the law.  I urge you to work closely with your Governor’s Office to explore 
how time-limited executive orders, emergency legislative action, and/or emergency 
administrative code can be used to allow for immediate implementation.   

Young people with lived experience in child welfare can be a tremendous resource and partner in 
this work.  They know their own needs and the needs of their peers.  In the states that have made 
progress to immediately implement the provisions and release funds to young adults ages 21 to 
26, progress has often been due to the partnership between the child welfare agencies and young 
people.  Partnering with young people can also advance equity for all, including people of color, 
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people who identify as LGBTQ+, and individuals who have been historically underserved, 
marginalized, and adversely affected by persistent poverty and inequality.1

Young people are ready to support the implementation of Division X.  Please consider hiring 
these individuals so they can provide peer support to help inform, locate, and engage young 
adults to deliver resources and services. 

The Children’s Bureau continues to affirm our commitment to strongly encouraging states to 
provide unrestricted direct financial support to young people, similar to the Economic Impact 
Payments made over the last year.  Payments can be made without requiring documentation of a 
specific need or how it meets a goal; the agency need not require receipts or proof of how 
funding was spent.  Finally, providing youth unrestricted financial payments does not preclude 
the state from also offering other targeted assistance to support their economic recovery, such as 
assistance with rent, utility, and car payments.  Please consider the detailed list of examples of 
how the additional Chafee funds may be used that was provided on pages 11 and 12 of ACYF-
CB-PI-21-04.    

We know that you have already taken steps to implement many aspects of Division X.  Having 
previously worked in city government, I also recognize that it can take time to implement new 
legal provisions and programs related to child welfare.  However, we do not have the luxury of 
time to implement the provisions of Division X; young people need assistance now.  Quite 
simply, by quickly implementing the requirements and making use of the flexibilities and 
funding in this law, you can prevent youth homelessness, provide opportunity, and help prevent 
the cycle of another generation of children entering the foster care system.   

Finally, as your partner in helping to implement Division X, Children’s Bureau has worked with 
the Child Welfare Information Gateway to develop a webpage, flyers, and other materials to help 
connect eligible youth and young adults to you.  We know you are committed to promptly 
locating eligible young people and want to use our network of other federal agencies to connect 
these young people to you.    

The Children’s Bureau is available to you to help problem-solve challenges in order to allow 
your agency to swiftly distribute these critical funds.  If you have questions, please contact your 
Children’s Bureau Regional Office.   

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Aysha E. Schomburg, Esq. 
       Associate Commissioner 
       Children’s Bureau 

 
1 Please see Executive Order 13985, “Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved 
Communities Through the Federal Government.”   

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/pi2104.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/cb/pi2104.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/systemwide/laws-policies/youthpandemicsupport/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/training-technical-assistance/childrens-bureau-regional-program-managers
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/



