
FYSB Mission
To support the organizations and communities that work  
every day to reduce the risk of youth homelessness, adolescent 
pregnancy, and domestic violence. 

FYSB VIsion
A future in which all our nation’s youth, individuals, and  
families — no matter what challenges they may face — can  
live healthy, productive, violence    -free lives.
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The Administration for Children and Families (ACF)/Administration 
on Children, Youth and Families (ACYF)/Family and Youth Services 
Bureau (FYSB) provides national leadership on youth issues and assists individuals and 
organizations in providing effective, comprehensive services for youth in at-risk situations and 
their families and families affected by domestic violence. The goals of FYSB programs are to 
provide positive alternatives for youth and families to ensure their safety and maximize their 
potential to take advantage of available opportunities.

Runaway and Homeless Youth Program
According to Missed Opportunities: Youth Homelessness in America, National Estimates, a 2017 
study by Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago, around one in 10 young adults ages 18-25 (an 
estimated 3.5 million) and at least one in 30 youth ages 13-17 (an estimated 700,000) experienced 
unaccompanied homelessness within a 12-month period. On the street, youth can become victims 
of violence, develop serious mental health and addiction problems, and be forced to trade sex 
for basic needs. The Runaway and Homeless Youth Program serves as the national leader for the 
provision of shelter services to homeless youth. Grants are administered to public and private 
organizations to establish and operate street outreach, youth emergency shelters, and transitional 
living programs.

• Basic Center Programs fund grants to 
community-based public and private agencies 
for the provision of emergency shelter for up 
to 21 days; food, clothing, and medical care; 
mental and physical health services; education 
and employment assistance; outreach; crisis 
intervention; individual, group, and family 
counseling; family reunification; and aftercare 
services to runaway and homeless youth and 
their families.

• Transitional Living Programs provide 
grants to public and private organizations 
for community-based, adult-supervised 
group homes, family homes, and scattered 
site apartments for youth ages 16 to under 22 
years who cannot safely live with their own 
families. These services are designed to help 

youth that are homeless develop the skills 
necessary to make a successful transition 
to self-sufficient living. These programs 
provide long-term, safe and stable shelter 
for homeless youth; individual and group 
counseling; life skills training; interpersonal 
skill building; educational advancement; job 
attainment skills; and physical and behavioral 
health care.

• Maternity Group Home Programs, funded 
through the Transitional Living Program, 
are specifically designed to meet the needs of 
pregnant and parenting youth and their young 
families. Maternity group homes provide 
parenting support in addition to all the 
services available through Transitional Living 
Programs.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/acyf
https://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/basic-center-program
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/transitional-living
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/maternity-group-homes
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• The National Runaway Safeline provides 
education and solution-focused interventions; 
offers non-sectarian, nonjudgmental support; 
respects confidentiality; collaborates with 
volunteers; and responds to at-risk youth and 
their families 24/7. The Safeline coordinates 
National Runaway Prevention Month each 
November as well as other national runaway-
related events and serves as the federally 
mandated National Communication System for 
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Program.

• Street Outreach Programs fund grants to 
provide prevention and intervention services 
to runaway, homeless, and street youth, who 
have been subjected to, or are at risk of being 
subjected to, sexual abuse, human trafficking, 
or sexual exploitation. Services include basic 
needs, including food, clothing, hygiene or 
first aid packages; and information about 
services and safe places, and encouragement 
to seek shelter or housing.

Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Program
Trends show that teen birth rates have reached a historic low with 18.8 per 1,000 teens, ages 
15–19, who gave birth in 2017, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Adolescent pregnancy and childbearing can carry high health, emotional, social, and financial 
costs for both adolescent parents and their children. To prevent adolescent pregnancy, the 
spread of sexually transmitted infections, and risky behaviors among adolescents, FYSB takes a 
holistic approach to support state, Tribal, and community efforts to promote medically accurate 
abstinence and contraceptive education, sexual risk avoidance education, and adulthood 
preparation programming.

• Sexual Risk Avoidance Education Programs 
support state and community organizations 
to provide education to youth ages 10-19 that 
normalizes the optimal health behavior of 
refraining from non-marital sexual activity 
and teaches the benefits associated with 
success sequencing for poverty prevention, 
healthy relationships, goal setting, and 
avoiding other youth risk behaviors.

• State Personal Responsibility Education 
Program and Competitive Personal 
Responsibility Education Program promote 
proven methods for reducing adolescent 
pregnancy, delaying sex among young people, 
and increasing the use of condoms and other 
contraceptives among sexually active youth 
and American Indian and Alaska Native 

youth through culturally appropriate strtegies 
honoring tribal needs, traditions, and cultures.

• Tribal Personal Responsibility Education 
Programs help Tribes combat the 
disproportionately high rates of teen 
pregnancy and birth in American Indian 
and Alaska Native youth through culturally 
appropriate strategies honoring Tribal needs, 
traditions, and cultures.

• Personal Responsibility Education Innovative 
Strategies Programs support organizations 
that use innovative strategies to prevent 
pregnancy among youth ages 10-19 who are 
homeless, in or “aging out” of foster care, live 
in geographic areas with high teen birth rates, 
or come from vulnerable populations, as well 
as pregnant and parenting youth under age 21.

Family Violence Prevention and Services Program
The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act provides the primary federal funding stream 
dedicated to emergency shelter and supportive services for victims of domestic violence and 
their children. The FVPSA Program administers over $150 million dollars in funding to states, 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/nrs
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/street-outreach
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/sexual-risk-avoidance-education
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/state-prep
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/state-prep
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/prep-competitive
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/prep-competitive
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/tribal-prep
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/tribal-prep
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/preis
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/adolescent-pregnancy-prevention/programs/preis
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330 C Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20201

Website: www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb 
Twitter: twitter.com/fysbgov

territories, and Tribes that provide 9,123,443 million shelter nights for domestic violence survivors 
and their children each year.

The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act funds programs that provide a safe haven to 
victims and their children and an array of supportive services to intervene in and prevent abuse. 
Every year, FVPSA funded local programs respond to 2,779,963 million crisis calls and provide 
emergency shelter and supportive services to 1,289,554 million survivors of domestic violence. 
FVPSA funding provides hope, support, safety planning and connections to health and social services 
agencies for millions of adults, children, and youth all across the country.

• States and Territories fund programs that 
provide shelter, safety planning, crisis 
counseling, information and referral, legal 
advocacy, and trauma-informed supportive 
services for victims of intimate partner 
violence and their dependents.

• Tribes (including Alaska Natives) and Tribal 
Organizations provide for culturally specific 
emergency shelter, safety planning, crisis 
counseling, information and referral, legal 
advocacy, and trauma-informed supportive 
services for victims of domestic violence and 
their dependents — by Native advocates and 
their partner agencies.

• State Domestic Violence Coalitions provide 
technical assistance and training to local 
domestic violence programs, health care 
providers, social workers, and other human 
services agencies across their states. They 
also serve as the go-to organizations for 
coordination of statewide services and best 
practices.

• Specialized Services for Abused Parents 
and Their Children Demonstration Grants 
expand the capacity of shelters, Tribes, and 
community-based programs to prevent 

future domestic violence by addressing, 
in a developmentally appropriate manner, 
the needs of children, youth, and parents 
exposed to domestic violence.

• The National Domestic Violence Hotline 
provides an immediate response to 
thousands of victims and survivors of 
domestic violence, their families and friends, 
and concerned community members. Its 
special projects include LoveIsRespect, 
which focuses on healthy relationships for 
young people, and the StrongHearts Native 
Helpline, which provides hotline services 
for American Indians and Alaska Natives 
experiencing domestic violence.

• A network of resource centers identify 
and respond to emerging issues, 
provide technical assistance, support 
implementation of best practices, and create 
national improvements in health systems 
and social services responses to domestic 
violence and dating violence. In addition, 
culturally specific institutes promote 
culturally relevant services for victims 
of domestic violence, their families, and 
communities.

Learn more and get up-to-date information about FYSB’s programs, priorities, and funding 
opportunities by visiting www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb
https://twitter.com/fysbgov
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/formula-grants
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/tribes
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/tribes
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/state-dv
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/discretionary
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/discretionary
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/ndvh
http://www.strongheartshelpline.org/
http://www.strongheartshelpline.org/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services/programs/centers
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb

