
February 25, 2021 

To: Ellen Wheatley 
Acting Director 
Office of Child Care 

From: Emily Harris 
CCDF Administrator 
Catawba Indian Nation 

Direct Child Care Services (Subsidies) 
• Does the lead agency plan to use CRRSA funds to provide direct child care services,
including child care subsidy assistance to health care sector employees, emergency
responders, sanitation workers, farm and other food service workers, and/or other workers
deemed essential or frontline during the response to coronavirus? If yes, describe.

The Catawba Indian Nation already provides subsidize care for all those who are approved under 
our tribal plan. 

Implementation of Virus Mitigation Policies and Practices 
• Does the lead agency plan to use CRRSA funds to provide resources, supplies, and/or
technical assistance to child care providers to support implementation of health and safety
practices and policies in line with guidance from State and local health departments and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)? If yes, describe.

Yes, the Catawba Indian Nation, plans to provide resources, supplies, and/or technical assistance 
to child care providers to support implementation of health and safety practices and policies. We 
will send a letter to all tribal and outside care facilities that Catawba Indian Nation is currently 
paying for child care, to offer funding under these categories. We will develop an application; 
they can fill this out and communicate with us what they plan to spend those funds on under the 
allowable resources mentioned above. 

Once the application has been approved by us, the Lead Agency, we will send them an approval 
letter with the available funding. Funding will be based on number of CCDF approved children 
in their facility, and whether they attend a half day program or full day program. 

The tribal child care centers under the Catawba Nation will also receive funding in the same 
manner to spend as necessary at their facility on the COVID related needs or practices. 

The Catawba Indian Nation will work to develop the policies for this CRRSA funds to be used 
for health and safety practices during the summer of 2021, and will send out these letters at the 
beginning of the 4th quarter, October 202 I. The centers/providers will have until December 3 I st 

2021 to respond. The Lead Agency will have six weeks to approve or disapprove the application, 
and we will then notify them of our decision. 
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Signature

Emily Harris 

2/25/01

Grants or Assistance (Other than Subsidies) to Stabilize Child Care Providers 
• Does the lead agency plan to use CRRSA funds to support the stability of the child care
sector to help child care providers (program facilities and workforce) pay for increased
operating expenses during the COVID-19 public health emergency? If yes, describe.

Yes, the Catawba Indian Nation will provide stability to the child care programs providing care 
for the approved tribal CCDF families by allowing them to bill child care expenses during short 
term closures, related to COVID-19. Catawba Indian Nation will work on policies specifically 
related to child care providers using the CRRSA funds during quarter 2, April through June 
202 I, and then release this information to the providers currently caring for families in June 
2021. 

The providers can contact the Child Care Division for approval of funds being used to stabilize 
the centers in times of exposure, or short term closures due to COVID-19. 

Assistance to Providers Not Participating in the Subsidy System Prior to the Pandemic 
• As required in CRRSA, how does the lead agency plan to use a portion of funds
appropriated in CRRSA to provide assistance to CCDF-eligible child care providers not
participating in the subsidy system prior to the COVID19 public health emergency?

The Catawba Indian Nation will reach out to licensed centers in our service area in the QRS 
rating program for South Carolina, ABC Quality, and for North Carolina, Star Rated, and we will 
notify them of the Child Care Assistance Program for federally recognized tribal citizens in their 
area by letter. 

We will also send out educational materials are our program, how to become involved, and who 
qualifies for this program. We will also work in our service area to set-up virtual education 
sessions where providers can log-in and learn more, ask questions, and become acquainted with 
our program. 

Other 
• Does the lead agency plan to use a portion of CRRSA child care funds for any other
activities or assistance not described above? If yes, describe.

Yes, the Catawba Indian Nation plans to budget this money, meeting the necessary requirements 
for CRRSA as noted in this letter, and any funds not obligated to the requirements for this 
funding will be used to make improvements to the tribal centers up to and possibly including 
renovations related to the pandemic, and providing more space to properly social distance. 
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