
 

 

 

 

 

Race to the Top–Early Learning Challenge  
(RTT-ELC) discretionary grant program supports 
states in building statewide systems that raise the 
quality of Early Learning and Development Programs 
and increase access to high-quality programs for 
children with high needs, so that all children enter 
kindergarten ready to succeed. 

The RTT-ELC discretionary grant program�LV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�MRLQWO\�E\�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQWV�RI
(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��,W�LV�RUJDQL]HG�DURXQG�ÀYH�NH\�DUHDV�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�DQ
effective early learning and development reform agenda: 

V Successful State Systems�EXLOW�RQ�EURDG�EDVHG�VWDNHKROGHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�
governance structures. 

V  High-Quality Accountable Programs based on a common set of standards aligning Head
6WDUW��&&')��,'($��7LWOH�,�RI�WKH�(6($��VWDWH�IXQGHG�SUHVFKRROV��DQG�VLPLODU�SURJUDPV�WR�FUHDWH�
D�XQLÀHG�VWDWHZLGH�V\VWHP�RI�HDUO\�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��

V   Promoting Early Learning and Development Outcomes for Children through the
implementation of common statewide standards for young children, comprehensive
assessments aligned to those standards across a range of domains, and clear guidelines for
improving the quality of programs and services that promote health and engage families in the
care and education of young children. 

V  A Great Early Childhood Education Workforce that is supported through professional 
development, career advancement opportunities, differentiated compensation, and incentives to 
LPSURYH�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV��DQG�DELOLWLHV�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ���

V  Measuring Outcomes and Progress through the collection, organization, and understanding 
RI�HYLGHQFH�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ·V�SURJUHVV�DFURVV�D�UDQJH�RI�GRPDLQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�
comprehensive data systems and using data to improve instruction, practices, services, and policies. 

RTT-ELC grantees have proposed ambitious plans and targets to improve 
program quality and outcomes for young children and to increase the number of high-need
children who are attending high-quality early learning and development programs. Grantees will be measured on their
progress on the following performance metrics: 

9 ,QFUHDVLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�HDUO\�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�VWDWH·V�WLHUHG�
quality rating and improvement system (TQRIS); 

9 ,QFUHDVLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�DQG�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�HDUO\�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPV�LQ�WKH�WRS�WLHUV�RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�
TQRIS; and 

9 Increasing the number and percentage of high-need children in the early learning and development programs that
DUH�LQ�WKH�WRS�WLHUV�RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�745,6��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKRVH�JUDQWHHV�WKDW�LGHQWLÀHG�WKHVH�IRFXVHG�LQYHVWPHQW�DUHDV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�VWDWH�SODQ�ZLOO�EH�PHDVXUHG�RQ
their progress toward: 

9 Leveraging resources to meet health promotion targets; 
9 Increasing the number of early childhood educators receiving credentials from postsecondary institutions and

SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SURYLGHUV�ZLWK�SURJUDPV�WKDW�DUH�DOLJQHG�WR�WKH�VWDWH·V�:RUNIRUFH�.QRZOHGJH�DQG�
&RPSHWHQF\�)UDPHZRUN��DQG�

9 Increasing the number and percentage of early childhood educators who are progressing to higher levels of
FUHGHQWLDOV�WKDW�DOLJQ�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH·V�:RUNIRUFH�.QRZOHGJH�DQG�&RPSHWHQF\�)UDPHZRUN��

Learn more at http://ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge 
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The Early Learning Challenge Technical Assistance 
Program (ELC TA) was established to support the RTT-
ELC grantees in the successful implementation of their 
RTT-ELC projects. The ELC TA program also supports 
non-grantees as they implement early learning reforms 
in their states. The ELC TA program provides and 
facilitates responsive, timely, and high-quality technical 
assistance through an action-oriented partnership 
DPRQJ�WKH�577�(/&�SURJUDP�RIÀFH�DQG�RWKHU�IHGHUDO�
SURJUDP�RIÀFHV��WKH�(/&�7$�SURJUDP�VWDII��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
State Support Team experts), and more than 40 early 
learning technical assistance organizations.

Learn more at http://ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge


