You Need to Know About
Medical-Legal Partnerships Plus

Five Things

The Office of Community Services (OCS) has announced the grant recipients of
the Medical-Legal Partnerships Plus (MLP+) demonstration for Fiscal Year 2023.
Here are five things you need to know about medical-legal partnerships and the
new MLP+ demonstration program:

1. Unmet legal and socioeconomic needs undermine the health of children
and families.

Four in five families with low incomes do not receive the legal assistance they need to stay
healthy, stable, and safe.” Without assistance, families with low incomes can sometimes lack
access to safe housing, dignified employment, education, and the ability to move to safer
communities. At least half of a person’s health is determined by these social, economic, and
environmental factors.2

2. Medical-legal partnerships are effective health-promoting interventions.
Medical-legal partnerships are effective in improving the health of children and adults by
addressing social determinants of health and improving access to primary care.># Successful
partnerships have also been associated with positive health outcomes including improved
chronic disease management in youth®®, reduced stress levels for parents of children with
disabilities?, and improved mental health of veterans?.

3. Social service provision improves the capacity of medical-legal

partnership to holistically address socioeconomic needs.

Some successful medical-legal partnerships have included additional services, such as case
management and family education.® The MLP+ program will build on this work and strengthen
social service connections to support the long-term health and stability of families.

4. Medical-legal partnerships are cost-effective.

Medical-legal partnerships decrease emergency and inpatient care use and increase
preventative care, thereby lowering overall medical
costs.’® Some medical-legal partnerships also yield
large returns on investment.!

5. The MLP+ demonstration program will
expand eight existing medical legal
partnerships.

FY 2023 MLP+ grant recipients are located in eight
states across the country (Connecticut, Hawaii,
Montana, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
and Tennessee). In addition to growing legal services,
MLP+ will establish social service navigators to
provide another layer of support to families.

ADMINISTRATION FOR

CHILDRENCR FAMILIES 3. MLP# s omton shout e Mosetogt arnrsi s

Office of Community Services

5
2 Medical-Legal Partnerships Plus


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/mlp-plus

References
1. Areport of the Legal Services Corporation, America’s Partner for Equal Justice. (n.d.).
https://lwww.Isc.gov/sites/default/files/LSC/images/justicegap.pdf

2. Hood, C., Gennuso, K., Swain, G., & Catlin, B. (2016). County health rankings relationships
between determinant factors and health outcomes. American Journal of Preventive Medicine,
50(2). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2015.08.024

3. Weintraub, D., Rodgers, M. A., Botcheva, L., Loeb, A., Knight, R., Ortega, K., Heymach, B.,
Sandel, M., & Huffman, L. (2010). Pilot study of medical-legal partnership to address social and
legal needs of patients. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 21(2 Suppl), 157—
168. https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.0.0311

4. Beck, A. F., Henize, A. W., Qiu, T., Huang, B., Zhang, Y., Klein, M. D., Parrish, D., Fink, E. E., &
Kahn, R. S. (2022). Reductions in hospitalizations among children referred to A primary Care—
Based medical-legal partnership. Health Affairs, 41(3), 341-4.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.00905

5. Reducing asthma exacerbations in vulnerable children through a medical-legal partnership |
SIREN. (n.d.). Sirenetwork.ucsf.edu. https://sirenetwork.ucsf.edu/tools-
resources/resources/reducing-asthma-exacerbations-vulnerable-children-through-medical-legal

6. Malik, Yi-Frazier, J. P., Taplin, C. E., Roth, C. L., Whitlock, K. B., Howard, W., & Pihoker, C.
(2018). Improving the care of youth with type 1 diabetes with a novel medical-legal community
intervention: The Diabetes Community Care Ambassador Program. The Diabetes Educator:
TDE., 44(2), 168-177. https://doi.org/10.1177/0145721717750346

7. Rosen Valverde, J. N., Backstrand, J., Hills, L., & Tanuos, H. (2019). Medical-legal partnership
impact on parents' perceived stress: A pilot study. Behavioral Medicine, 45(1), 70-77.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08964289.2018.1481011

8. Tsai, J., Middleton, M., Villegas, J., Johnson, C., Retkin, R., Seidman, A., Sherman, S., &
Rosenheck, R. A. (2017). Medical-legal partnerships at veterans’ affairs medical centers
improved housing and psychosocial outcomes for vets. Health Affairs, 36(12), 2195-2203.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2017.0759

9. Sege, R., Preer, G., Morton, S. J., Cabral, H., Morakinyo, O., Lee, V., Abreu, C., De Vos, E., &
Kaplan-Sanoff, M. (2015). Medical-legal strategies to improve infant health care: A randomized
trial. Pediatrics, 136(1), 97—106. https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2014-2955

10. Embedding civil legal aid services in care for high-utilizing patients using medical-legal
partnerships | SIREN. (n.d.). Sirenetwork.ucsf.edu. https://sirenetwork.ucsf.edu/tools-
resources/resources/embedding-civil-legal-aid-services-care-high-utilizing-patients-using

11. Teufel, J. A., Werner, D., Goffinet, D., Thorne, W., Brown, S. L., & Gettinger, L. (2012). Rural
medical-legal partnership and advocacy: A three-year follow-up study. Journal of Health Care for
the Poor and Underserved, 23(2), 705-714. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/474050/summary

ADMINISTRATION FOR

( . . - -
CHILDRENCRFAMILIES 5. MILPH e ot et e odartogaparnrsiy s

Office of Community Services


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/mlp-plus

	The Office of Community Services (OCS) has announced the grant recipients of the Medical-Legal Partnerships Plus (MLP+) demonstration for Ffiscal Yyear 2023. Here are five things you need to know about medical-legal partnerships   and the new MLP+ dem...
	1. Unmet legal and socioeconomic needs undermine the health of children and families.
	2. Medical-legal   partnerships are effective health-promoting interventions.
	3. Social service provision improves the capacity of medical-legal partnership to holistically address socioeconomic needs.
	4. Medical-legal partnerships are cost-effective.
	5. The MLP+ demonstration program will expand eight8 existing medical legal partnerships.
	Five Things
	You Need to Know About Medical-Legal Partnerships Plus
	This map highlights the grant recipients of the Medical Legal Partnership Plus (MLP+) demonstration program. In addition to growing legal services, MLP+ will establish social service navigators to provide another layer of support to families.
	References

