
 
 

 

Community Services Block Grant 
Final Monitoring Report 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) provides assistance to states and local 
communities working through a network of Community Action Agencies (CAAs) and 
other neighborhood-based organizations for the reduction of poverty – hereinafter 
referred to as eligible entities, the revitalization of low-income communities, and the 
empowerment of low-income families and individuals to become fully self-sufficient. 
CSBG-funded activities create, coordinate, and deliver a broad array of services to low-
income Americans. The grant’s purpose is to fund initiatives to change conditions that 
perpetuate poverty, especially unemployment, inadequate housing, poor nutrition, and 
lack of educational opportunity.  
 
The Governor of Alaska designated the Alaska Department of Community and Regional 
Affairs (DCRA) as the appropriate lead agency for the administration of CSBG. State of 
Alaska CSBG provides funding, technical assistance, and support to one (1) eligible 
entity. Together the agencies provide an array of services within the State of Alaska to 
address local area needs. Services may include housing, energy assistance, nutrition, 
employment and training, as well as transportation, family development, child care, 
health care, emergency food and shelter, domestic violence prevention services, money 
management, and micro-business development. 
 
MONITORING AUTHORITY 
 
CSBG Monitoring is conducted to examine the implementation, performance, 
compliance, and outcomes of a state’s CSBG and to certify that the state is adhering to 
the provisions set forth in Title II – Community Services, of the Community 
Opportunities, Accountability, and Training and Educational Services Act of 1998, 
Public Law 105-285 (Section 678B(c)). As per the CSBG statute, the onsite review 
examines the state and its eligible entities assurances of program, fiscal and governance 
operations, as well as the state’s oversight procedures for its eligible entities. 
 
SCOPE OF REVIEW 
 
OCS federal staff conducted the onsite review of the Alaska CSBG and its eligible entity 
from Monday, June 24, 2019 through Friday, June 28, 2019. The periods reviewed 
included the Fiscal Year(s) (FY) 2017. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
OCS reviewed documented procedures and practices for administrative, fiscal, and 
program operations and interviewed the Alaska officials responsible for administering 
CSBG.   
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 OCS reviewers:  
 
• Evaluated compliance of state-level assurances, administrative, fiscal, program, and 

governance requirements.   
• Evaluated the state’s monitoring procedures and practices to determine eligible 

entities compliance with the state-level assurances. 
 
The Alaska DCRA was sent an Initial Report on September 13, 2019 for which there 
were 45 days to provide a response. All written responses were read and evaluated.   
 
PROGRAMMATIC ANALYSIS:  
 
During our review of your programmatic operations, we found no issues of non-
compliance, and one opportunity for improvement.  

 
 Opportunities for Improvement 
• Item 1: As required under Section 678B of the CSBG Act, entities’ boards must be 

comprised of at least one third representatives of low-income individuals and 
families, one third elected officials (or their appointees), and the remainder business, 
industry, labor, religious, law enforcement, education, or other major groups and 
interests in the community served. During the period of review FY17, the state did 
not have a documented process or timeline to ensure the entities' tripartite board 
compliance. Although there was no formal documented standard operating 
procedures, OCS noted the DCRA, in the monitoring report of the entity in the same 
period, referenced a draft policy and held the entity accountable.   
o Recommended Action 1: Establish a finalized policy on tripartite board 

compliance for ensuring timely action by eligible entities to fill vacancies in 
tripartite boards. Note: In the response to our initial draft report, the grantee has 
reported that the policy has been finalized and that OCS recommendations have 
been adopted.  

 
FISCAL ANALYSIS 
 
During our review of your fiscal operations, we found no issues of non-compliance or 
opportunities for improvement. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ANALYSIS  
 
During our review of your administrative operations1, we found no issues of non-
compliance or opportunities for improvement. 
 

 
 

                                                 
1 The Administrative Analysis might include review of such items as record-keeping, 
procurement, property, the handling of appeals and grievances, the use of technology, and 
administrative costs.   
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SUMMARY 
 
This is our Final Monitoring Report concerning this site visit. There were no issues of 
non-compliance reported above. OCS staff is available to assist you in developing 
mutually agreeable solutions to address the aforementioned opportunities for 
improvement.  
 
If you or your staff has any questions, please contact David Barrie at (202) 205-3589 or 
david.barrie@acf.hhs.gov. 

mailto:david.barrie@acf.hhs.gov

	Community Services Block Grant Final Monitoring Report
	BACKGROUND
	MONITORING AUTHORITY
	SCOPE OF REVIEW
	METHODOLOGY
	PROGRAMMATIC ANALYSIS:
	Opportunities for Improvement

	FISCAL ANALYSIS
	ADMINISTRATIVE ANALYSIS
	SUMMARY




