
Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Implementation Research and 
Evaluation Grants — Phase II/Cohort 2 
 
Title: Improving Childcare Outcomes Research 
Organization: Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc. 
Contact: Holly Morales, Director of Employment and Training Services and Brittany 
Suralta, Senior Manager, Employment & Training Services 
 
Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc. (CITC), a tribal Child Care and Development Fund 
(CCDF) Lead Agency designated in accordance with 45 CFR 98.10 and 98.16(a), is 
conducting a research implementation project, Improving Childcare Outcomes 
Research (ICOR) in collaboration with the Center for Alaska Education Policy Research 
(CAEPR) at the Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER), University of Alaska 
Anchorage (UAA). ICOR builds on work that was accomplished during Phase I, Cohort 
2 research implementation planning. It brings together Lead Agency staff, an external 
research partner, and local stakeholders to assess the efficacy of a strategy for 
implementing policies called for by the CCDBG Act of 2014 with particular relevance to 
tribes and others serving Alaska Native/American Indian families. 
 
The CCBDG Act of 2014 creates a pressing need to gather, analyze, and share 
information for effectively implementing policies in four critical areas: the health and 
safety of children in child care; informed consumer choices and access to information to 
support child development; equal access to stable, high quality child care for low-
income children; and the quality of child care and the early childhood workforce. ICOR 
addresses the fourth area, focusing on identifying implementation strategies to enhance 
the quality of child care, and of the workforce that delivers this care, available to Alaska 
Native and American Indian families in Anchorage, Alaska.  
 
ICOR is testing a strategy for investing the increased quality spending set asides for the 
care of infant and toddlers in professional development to improve culturally responsive 
practice in early care and learning settings. We will develop professional development 
interventions based on results of a preliminary analysis of local caregiver and provider 
understanding of needs and desired outcomes regarding culturally responsive practice. 
The efficacy of these interventions will be tested on two cohorts of educators working at 
a facility providing Early Head Start services to low income Alaska Native/American 
Indian families in Anchorage. A set of standards, indicators, and evidences for culturally 
responsive practice in an early learning environment aligned with current State of 
Alaska Cultural Standards for K-12 educators will be developed and used to assess 
intervention efficacy. A formative evaluation will guide refinement of interventions prior 
to training the second teacher cohort.  
 
Results of this research will have broad policy applicability across Alaska, and in other 
regions of the United States with significant Native American populations. The final 
results and intermediary products of the research (analysis of survey results, an 
assessment tool, and a professional development toolkit for early childhood educators), 
will be disseminated locally, regionally and nationally. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
or policies of the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, the Administration for 
Children and Families, or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Title: A Dual Generation Approach: Examining the Impact of CCDBG Policies on Child 
Care Access, Continuity, and Parental Employment for Families Receiving Wisconsin 
Shares 
Organization: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
Contact: Naomi Rahn, Research and Planning Section Chief 
 
Each year, the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF), the lead agency 
for the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF), serves approximately 45,000 
families through the Wisconsin Shares Child Care Subsidy Program. The changes 
required by the 2014 reauthorization of the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG) may affect both the ability of child care programs to provide high-quality care 
and the ability of low-income families to access child care subsidies. In order to best 
serve Wisconsin families, DCF needs to know how its implementation of CCDBG has 
impacted access to high-quality care, continuity and stability of care, and parental 
employment of those participating in the program. In line with the priorities of DCF, our 
research plan uses a dual generation approach to examine how the subsidy changes 
are associated with differences in patterns of child care use and parental employment. 
 
In 2017, DCF was one of several states in Cohort 2 to be awarded a Phase I CCDBG 
Implementation Research and Evaluation Planning Grant through the Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF), Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation (OPRE). The 
purpose of this Phase II proposal is to carry out the research and evaluation project 
developed during Phase I. The Phase II project will result in two long-term outcomes. 
First, we will improve CCDBG policies and programs to better meet the needs of 
families in Wisconsin Shares by evaluating the impact of key CCDBG policies through 
rigorous research and by developing an integrated data system with an accessible data 
universe and visualizations for ongoing data- driven decision making. Second, we will 
build capacity for conducting research and using data to inform policy by strengthening 
and leveraging our partnership with a university research affiliate and by engaging in 
activities to facilitate collaboration among researchers, policymakers, and stakeholders. 
 
We are well-positioned to examine the impact of CCDBG implementation in Wisconsin. 
In Phase I we built a strong foundation for Phase II by collaborating with the Institute for 
Research on Poverty to develop a rigorous research plan, collaborating with our internal 
information technology team to develop a detailed technical solution, and building 
collaborations between researchers and policy staff. 
 
The Phase II project will result in ongoing benefits for Wisconsin. The insights we gain 
from our research and collaborative groups will help us improve CCDBG policies and 
programs to better meet the needs of families in Wisconsin Shares. The integrated 
technical solution, visual dashboards, and partnerships we develop will allow internal 
researchers and policymakers to compare administrative data from a variety of internal 
applications and use that data to make better decisions as we implement future 
programs and policies to improve parent and child outcomes for families receiving 
Wisconsin Shares. 
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