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Overview 

This technical report uses data from the newly available National Survey of Early Care and 

Education to provide nationally representative estimates of all home-based care to children 

ages birth through five years and not yet in kindergarten. About a million paid and an additional 

2.7 million unpaid home-based providers are responsible for young children not their own for at 

least five hours each week. 

NSECE analyses use a three-part classification for individuals providing home-based care to 

children age 5 and under who are not yet in kindergarten. The classification emerges from the 

study’s sampling approach, which achieved comprehensive coverage of all individuals regularly 

providing home-based care by drawing on two different ways of identifying those individuals. 

These two sources were 1) state and national lists of early care and education (ECE) providers, 

and 2) a nationally representative sample of households that were screened for individuals 

providing home-based care at least 5 hours weekly to children not their own. 

 ‘Listed’ individuals appear on state or national lists of early care and education 

services, such as licensed, regulated, license-exempt, or registered home-based 

providers. States use these terms with varying definitions and attach varying levels of 

program and professional standards, oversight and monitoring.  

118,000 Listed Home-based Providers 

 ‘Unlisted paid’ individuals do not appear on state or national lists, but were found in 

households directly when someone reported regularly caring for children not their own 

at least five hours per week in a home-based setting. Individuals in this category 

receive payment for at least one child that they care for. 

919,000 Unlisted Paid Home-based Providers 

 ‘Unlisted unpaid’ individuals do not appear on state or national lists, but were found in 

households directly when someone reported regularly caring for children not their own 

at least five hours per week in a home-based setting. Individuals in this category do not 

receive payments for the care they provide. This category includes family and friends 

who may or may not live in the same household as the children they regularly look after. 

2,730,000 Unlisted Unpaid Home-based Providers 

 

NSECE data can describe each person who provides regular home-based care based on 

whether or not that person has a prior personal relationship with the children he or she cares 

for. Prior personal relationships could include family, friends, and neighbors, as well as 

colleagues, acquaintances from church, or other social ties. Overall, 91 percent of listed 

providers care for at least one child with whom they have no prior personal relationship. This 

drops to 35 percent among unlisted paid providers. Not surprisingly, individuals providing only 

unpaid care virtually always have a prior personal relationship to the children they look after. 

For each type we describe key characteristics of both the home-based provider him/herself and 

the services s/he provides. Examples of home-based providers’ personal characteristics include 

age, marital status, education, and motivation. Examples of characteristics of services provided 

include number of children, relationship of child and caregiver, hours of care, and revenue from 

early care and education activities. We summarize the findings for each type of home-based 

provider below. 
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Approximately 118,000 listed providers care for over 750,000 children ages birth through age 

five, not yet in kindergarten. The vast majority of listed home-based providers care for at least 

one child with whom they did not have a relationship prior to giving care. On average, these 

providers care for about eight children a week in their own home. Almost half consider this work 

a career and perceive their primary responsibility as meeting children’s needs. Almost two-thirds 

have some education above high school, often in ECE or a related field, although less than a 

fifth have a bachelor’s degree or higher. Three-quarters have recent training and about one-

third participate in college courses or coaching. Over three-quarters provide more than 40 hours 

of care a week. Half spend an additional 10 hours or more per week on related work. For about 

half of listed providers, child care income constitutes the majority of their household income.  

Almost a million (919,000) unlisted paid providers regularly care for over 2.3 million children 

ages birth through age five. A little more than a third of unlisted paid home-based providers care 

for at least one child with whom they do not have a prior relationship. On average, they care for 

about four children in a week in either the provider’s or child’s home. Less than one in five 

consider this work a career, and six in ten perceive keeping children safe as their primary 

responsibility. Almost one in five consider their primary responsibility to be providing nurturing 

and love. Slightly less than half have education above high school and less than a tenth have 

done college-level work in ECE or a related field. Less than a fifth have a bachelor’s degree or 

higher. Less than a quarter have participated in recent ECE training and a little more than a 

tenth have participated in college courses or coaching. Slightly over a third provide care for 

more than 40 hours per week. Among those caring for at least one child with whom they have 

no prior personal relationship, half spend an additional four hours per week on related work. 

Income from ECE constitutes less than half of the total household income for slightly more than 

two-thirds of unlisted paid providers. 

Over 2.7 million unlisted unpaid providers care for over 4 million children ages birth through age 

five, not yet in kindergarten. Virtually no unlisted unpaid home-based provider cares for a child 

with whom they do not have a prior relationship. On average, unlisted unpaid providers care for 

two children each week in the home of either the provider or the child. Over three-quarters list 

helping children’s parents as their primary reason for looking after children while less than one 

in ten consider it a career or calling. Unlisted providers are the most likely to have other 

employment, which fits with the small number of children for whom they care. Over half perceive 

keeping children safe as their primary responsibility while a quarter consider their primary 

responsibility to be providing nurturing and love. Over half have education above high school, 

and one in five have a bachelor’s degree or higher. A quarter spend more than 40 hours a week 

providing care. Since these providers are not paid for looking after children, none of their 

household income comes from ECE. 

The group of unlisted paid providers may be composed of subgroups. The characteristics of 

some of these subgroups appear similar to those of listed providers while others have 

characteristics appearing more like those of unlisted unpaid providers. It is helpful to keep these 

within-group differences in mind when viewing the characteristics of unlisted paid providers. 
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Introduction: Purpose and Approach  

About a million paid and an additional 2.7 million unpaid home-based providers are responsible 

for young children not their own for at least five hours each week. This technical report uses 

data from the newly available National Survey of Early Care and Education to provide a 

nationally representative estimate of all home-based care to children ages birth through five 

years and not yet in kindergarten. The NSECE also includes a nationally representative sample 

of home-based providers who serve only school-age children. Those providers are not 

discussed in this report, but tabulations about home-based providers serving school-age 

children (whether or not they also serve young children) are included in the Appendix Tables.  

NSECE analyses use a three-part classification for individuals providing home-based care to 

children age 5 and under who are not yet in kindergarten. The classification emerges from the 

study’s sampling approach, which achieved comprehensive coverage of all individuals regularly 

providing home-based care by drawing on two different ways of identifying those individuals. 

These two sources were 1) state and national lists of early care and education (ECE) providers, 

and 2) a nationally representative sample of households that were screened for individuals 

providing home-based care at least 5 hours weekly to children not their own. 

 ‘Listed’ individuals appear on state or national lists of early care and education 

services, such as licensed, regulated, license-exempt, or registered home-based 

providers. States use these terms with varying definitions and attach varying levels of 

program and professional standards, oversight and monitoring.  

118,000 Listed Home-based Providers 

 ‘Unlisted paid’ individuals do not appear on state or national lists, but were found in 

households directly when someone reported regularly caring for children not their own 

at least five hours per week in a home-based setting. Individuals in this category 

receive payment for at least one child they care for. 

919,000 Unlisted Paid Home-based Providers 

 ‘Unlisted unpaid’ individuals do not appear on state or national lists, but were found in 

households directly when someone reported regularly caring for children not their own 

at least five hours per week in a home-based setting. Individuals in this category do not 

receive payments for the care they provide. This category includes family and friends 

who may or may not live in the same household as the children they regularly look after. 

2,730,000 Unlisted Unpaid Home-Based Providers 

No consensus exists on the terms used to describe home-based care. NSECE categories 

support examination of home-based care without the meanings that are often attached to 

commonly-used terms. NSECE terms categorize providers by whether or not they appear on a 

state or national administrative list of ECE providers.1 Those who do not appear on such a list 

are further divided by whether or not they are paid to care for children. In contrast, a wide set of 

terms is used in the field. Exhibit 1 below crosswalks some terms commonly used in the field to 

describe home-based care with the NSECE categorization. Virtually any categorization will 

result in overlap and miss some of the nuances of who is actually providing care to whom and 

for what, if any, payment. 

                                                
1 More detail on states’ lists and associated definitions is available in the NSECE technical document: 
National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2016). National Survey of Early Care and 
Education (NSECE) Documentation of State-level Variation in Child Care Licensing Definitions and 
Requirements. NSECE Technical Resource. Chicago: NORC at the University of Chicago.  
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Exhibit 1. Examples of Common Terms Used to Describe Home-based Arrangements and their 

NSECE Classification 

Examples of Home-Based Care  NSECE Classification  

Family Child Care Providers  
Listed or Unlisted Paid, depending on state 
requirements and provider’s status  

Grandmother caring for one grandchild who does 
not live with her  

Unlisted Paid or Unlisted Unpaid, depending on 
whether she is paid (whether by the family or 
through a subsidy)  

Grandmother caring for a grandchild and who also 
operates a licensed family day care home  

Listed  

Nanny  Unlisted Paid  

Uncle receiving subsidy payments to care for 
nephew  

Unlisted Paid  

Adult sibling who lives in the same household as 
younger sibling children and cares for them for 
free at least five hours per week  

Unlisted Unpaid  

Neighbor providing at least 5 hours per week of 
paid babysitting  

Unlisted Paid  

Family, friend or neighbor providing at least 5 
hours per week of care  

Could be any category depending on: - payment 
status of any child in care - appearance of 
provider in state administrative lists  

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

Within the full range of home-based care, family child care draws a lot of attention because of 

the visible role it plays in early care and education. In the field, the term has commonly been 

used to differentiate persons engaged in child care as a business from those who provide care 

to children of family and friends. One distinguishing characteristic of these home-based 

providers, known as family child care providers, is the inclusion of children with whom they do 

not have a relationship until the child enters care. These are small businesses that exist to 

serve community children and families. The NSECE categorization supports estimation of the 

number and percentage of home-based providers that meet different definitions of family child 

care.2 A basic definition of family child care could include the following characteristics: a) paid to 

care for at least one child, b) at least one child had no prior relationship to the provider, and c) 

care is provided only in the provider’s home. Virtually none of the unlisted unpaid providers 

meet this basic definition of family child care since they are not paid. As can be seen in Exhibit 2 

below, the vast majority of listed providers (88 percent) have these three characteristics, 

whereas less than a quarter of unlisted paid providers (22 percent) do. Yet in terms of numbers, 

almost twice as many of those who meet these three criteria are not on a public list (199,000 

unlisted paid versus 104,000 listed). 

  

                                                
2 Three researchers who are nationally recognized for their work on family child care advised the authors 
on characteristics that distinguish family child care from other types of home-based care (Exhibit 2). This 
list of characteristics emerged from a conversation with Juliet Bromer, Herr Research Center for Children 
and Social Policy, Erikson Institute, Kathy Modigliani, Principal Consultant, Family Child Care Project, and 
Toni Porter, Principal Consultant, Early Care and Education. 



Characteristics of Home-based Providers of ECE MARCH 2016 

 

Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) Page | 5 

Exhibit 2. Family Child Care-like Characteristics of Home-based Providers  

 Listed Unlisted Paid 

 
Number of 

providers with 
characteristics 

% of listed 
providers 

Number of 
providers with 

family child care 
characteristics 

% of 
unlisted 

paid 
providers 

Total 118,000 100 919,000 100 

Provider Paid for caring for 
children 

115,000 97.6 919,000 100 

And, At least 1 child without 
prior relationship 

106,000 89.9 325,000 35.3 

And, Care is in provider’s 
home 

104,000 87.8 199,000 21.7 

And, Care is for 4 or 
more children 

95,600 80.8 131,000 14.3 

And, Provides care at 
least 20 hours per 
week 

89,700 75.9 111,000 12.1 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

NOTE: Conditions assume that ‘Don’t Know/Refused’ or missing do not meet the condition. 

 

To further explore the identification of family child care, we add two characteristics that may 

indicate that a person is operating a business: a) cares for at least four children regularly and b) 

provides care at least 20 hours per week. Three quarters of listed providers (76 percent) meet 

this more stringent definition whereas only slightly more than a tenth of unlisted providers (12 

percent) do. Despite the differences in proportions of listed versus unlisted paid providers 

meeting the more stringent definition, the numbers of listed and unlisted paid providers meeting 

this more stringent definition of family child care provider are approximately equal.  

Some of the findings reported here are available in an NSECE Fact Sheet published in April of 

2015.3 In this report we differentiate types of home-based care using the three categories 

inherent in the NSECE design: listed, unlisted paid, and unlisted unpaid. For each type we 

describe key characteristics of both the home-based provider him/herself and of the services 

s/he provides. Examples of home-based providers’ personal characteristics include age, marital 

status, education, and motivation for providing ECE. Examples of characteristics of care 

provided include number of children, relationship of child and caregiver, hours of care, and 

revenue from early care and education activities. Each type of home-based provider exhibits 

some variation, but the substantial diversity within the unlisted paid group suggests the 

existence of further distinctive subgroups. 

                                                
3National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2015). Fact Sheet: Who is Providing Home-
based Early Care and Education? OPRE Report No. 2015-43, Washington DC: Office of Planning, 

Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
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DATA 

The NSECE is a set of four integrated, nationally representative surveys conducted in 2012. 

These were surveys of: 1) households with children under 13, 2) home-based providers of ECE, 

3) center-based providers of ECE, and 4) the center-based provider workforce. Together they 

characterize the supply of and demand for early care and education in America and permit 

better understanding of how well families’ needs and preferences coordinate with providers’ 

offerings and constraints. The study is funded by the Office of Planning, Research, and 

Evaluation (OPRE) in the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services. 

The NSECE used a multistage probability design and two independent samples. Because the 

experiences of low-income families are of special interest in public policy addressing early care 

and education and school-age care (ECE/SA), the NSECE oversampled low-income areas. The 

study used a provider-cluster approach for sampling all four surveys from the same small 

geographic areas. This approach allowed the survey to document the interaction of the supply 

of and demand for early care and education where it occurs—in local communities—while 

simultaneously capturing data that efficiently construct national estimates.4 

This report draws from data collected in the NSECE Home-based Provider Survey which was 

conducted with individuals who regularly provide care in a home-based setting for children 

under age 13 who are not their own. The Home-based Provider Survey included listed and 

unlisted providers. Listed home-based providers were sampled from state or national 

administrative lists of early care and education services. These were primarily licensed or 

regulated family child-care providers, but other listed home-based providers such as license-

exempt providers and providers participating in Early Head Start were also included. In some 

states, lists included child-care subsidy recipients, but in most states, subsidy receipt alone did 

not qualify a provider to appear on a state administrative list of ECE providers. The unlisted 

sample was drawn from an address-based sample of housing units screened for the presence 

of an adult in the household who regularly cared for children not his or her own at least five 

hours per week in a home-based setting. Providers appearing on the assembled state and 

national lists were excluded from the household sample portion of the Home-based Provider 

Survey. For this report, data are drawn from approximately 1,500 unlisted home-based 

providers, and more than 3,800 listed providers. 

Given the tremendous heterogeneity of individuals and settings eligible for the Home-based 

Provider Survey, the questionnaire included some accommodations for subgroups of 

respondents. In addition to the distinction between listed and unlisted, two further distinctions 

were made within the questionnaire: paid vs. unpaid, and prior-relationship-based vs. non-prior-

relationship-based. A home-based teacher/caregiver was classified as “prior-relationship-based” 

if s/he reported having had a “prior personal relationship” with the families of all children 

currently being cared for. S/he was classified as ‘non-prior-relationship-based’ if at least one 

child in the provider’s care had no prior personal relationship to the provider. Some questions 

were only asked of home-based providers who were ‘non-prior-relationship-based.’ Prior 

                                                
4 For more information about the NSECE design, please see: National Survey of Early Care and Education 
Project Team (2013). National Survey of Early Care and Education: Summary Data Collection and 
Sampling Methodology. OPRE Report #2013-46, Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and 
Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  
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relationships could be through family, social, or neighborhood connections, or other community-

based ties such as work or church. 

Overall, 9 percent of listed home-based providers were classified as “prior-relationship-based.” 

Among unlisted paid home-based providers, 65 percent were classified as ‘prior-relationship-

based’. When discussing characteristics that are available only for non-prior-relationship-based 

home-based providers, we caution that only a minority of paid, unlisted providers are included. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF HOME-BASED 
PROVIDERS 

We begin this description of home-based early care and education providers by focusing on the 

characteristics of the providers themselves. In the next section we will describe the services 

they provide. 

AGE 

The majority of home-based providers are between 30 and 60 years of age (74 percent of listed, 

63 percent of listed paid, and 52 percent of unlisted unpaid). Listed providers are the least likely 

to be under age 30 (3 percent compared to 21 percent of unlisted paid or 14 percent of unlisted 

unpaid). Listed and unlisted paid are both less likely to be 60 years or older (14 percent of each 

group) than are unlisted unpaid (33 percent). Unlisted paid home-based providers include a 

higher percentage of young providers than found in listed providers (Exhibit 3).  

Exhibit 3. Age of Home-based Providers  

 

3.3%

21.2%
14.0%

22.8%

19.8%

7.4%

27.0%

17.3%

17.1%

24.0% 25.6%

27.6%

13.9% 14.2%

32.5%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

Age 18-29 (Born 1983-1994 ) Age 30-39 (Born 1973-1982) Age 40-49 (Born 1963-1972)

Age 50-59 (Born 1953-1962) Age 60+ (Born 1952 or earlier)

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 
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MARITAL STATUS 

Listed providers are more likely to be married or living with a partner than are either type of 

unlisted provider (73 percent compared to 57 percent of unlisted paid and 58 percent of unlisted 

unpaid). Listed providers are much less likely to have never been married (5 percent of listed 

vs. 23 percent of unlisted paid and 17 percent of unlisted unpaid) (Exhibit 4).  

Exhibit 4. Marital Status of Home-based Providers  

 

5.0%
23.1% 17.4%

72.9%
56.8%

58.2%

18.6% 19.3% 24.0%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

Never married, not living with a partner Married or living with a partner

Separated, divorced, or widowed

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

Unlisted paid providers have less household income than do either listed or unlisted unpaid 

home-based providers (median income of $24,581 for unlisted paid vs. $44,870 for listed and 

$39,395 for unlisted unpaid) (Exhibit 5).  

Exhibit 5. Total 2011 Household Income of Home-based Providers  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

Mean $50,818 $38,510 $52,065 

Quartiles    

25th percentile $24,726 $12,124 $17,033 

50th percentile $44,870 $24,581 $39,395 

75th percentile $69,800 $49,937 $70,820 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

Income from ECE constitutes a bigger percentage of household income for listed than for 

unlisted paid providers, despite the higher likelihood of two incomes in households of listed 

providers (since they are more likely to be married). Almost 70 percent (69 percent) of unlisted 

paid home-based providers earn less than half of their household income from ECE, compared 

to about 40 percent (41 percent) of listed providers (Exhibit 6).  
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Exhibit 6. Share of 2011 Household Income from ECE for Home-based Providers Paid for ECE in 

2012 

 

20.3%
10.8%

9.2%

‡

6.6%

2.9!%

11.1%

7.5!%

24.0%

13.2%

15.0%

39.5%

1.9%

16.1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid
All Almost all More than half About half Less than half Very little None

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

 

OTHER PAID EMPLOYMENT 

Unlisted unpaid providers are more likely than paid providers to have other employment. While 

almost half of unlisted unpaid providers have other jobs (48 percent), less than a sixth of listed 

providers (13 percent) and slightly more than a quarter of unlisted paid providers (28 percent) 

have other paid employment (Exhibit 7). 

Exhibit 7. Percent of Home-based Providers Having Other Paid Employment  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

Yes 13.4 27.7 47.5 

No  81.4 70.9 52.3 

Total 100 100 100 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

Data were collected from home-based providers in 2012, prior to implementation of the 

Affordable Care Act. These data do not indicate the adequacy or affordability of health 

insurance, only that the provider had some form of coverage. In 2012, over a quarter of unlisted 

paid providers (28 percent) reported no health insurance of any type. This was true of one in 

five listed (20 percent) and about the same proportion of unlisted unpaid providers (19 percent). 

Private health insurance provided by an employer or workplace is the most prevalent type of 

insurance coverage for listed (38 percent) and unlisted unpaid (35 percent). Among unlisted 

unpaid, the most common types of coverage are private health insurance provided by an 

employer (27 percent) and public insurance such as Medicaid, Medicare, military health care or 

other public programs (23 percent). More than a tenth (13 percent) of listed providers 

participated in a private health insurance plan purchased directly whereas small numbers of 

unlisted providers did so (Exhibit 8). 
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Exhibit 8. Percent of Home-based Providers by Type of Health Insurance Coverage 

  Listed 
Unlisted 

Paid 
Unlisted 
Unpaid 

No coverage of any type 19.6 27.8 19.1 

Private health insurance plan from own employer or workplace 38.1 27.3 34.5 

Private health insurance plan through spouse or partner's 
employment 

4.5 ‡ ‡ 

Private health insurance plan purchased directly 13.4 4.7! 5.7! 

Private health insurance plan through a state or local government or 
community program 

2.9 ‡ 3.4! 

Medicaid, Medicare, or Military health care/VA or 
CHAMPUS/TRICARE/CHAMP-VA 

9.2 23.3 20.6 

Other insurance or combination# of insurance types 7.0 11.5! 14.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n.! Interpret data with caution due to small n. # All combinations of health 
insurance appear in this category. 

 

EDUCATION 

Listed providers are the most likely to have some college or higher levels of education (63 

percent vs. 48 percent of unlisted paid and 54 percent of unlisted unpaid). Unlisted unpaid 

providers are more likely than unlisted paid providers to have a bachelor’s degree or higher (20 

percent of unlisted unpaid vs. 15 percent of unlisted paid) (Exhibit 9). Non-prior-relationship 

providers with some college or higher were asked their postsecondary education (PSE) major. 

Over a third of listed providers (34 percent) have an Early Childhood Education (ECE) or ECE-

related major while less than a tenth of unlisted paid providers (7 percent) do (Exhibit 10). 

Information on prevalence of ECE certificates can be found in a NSECE Project Team report 

focused on measuring predictors of quality in ECE.5 

                                                
5National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team (2015). Measuring Predictors of Quality in 
Early Care and Education Settings in the National Survey of Early Care and Education. OPRE Report No. 

2015-93, Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and 
Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Exhibit 9. Highest Educational Level Attained by Home-based Providers  

 

33.1%
51.2% 45.2%

33.0%

24.1%
22.8%

15.2% 8.8!%
11.8%

15.1% 14.8!% 19.8%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

High school or less Some college, no degree AA degree Bachelor's degree or higher

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Exhibit 10. Postsecondary Major for Home-based Providers  

 

26.3%

7.3!% -

7.2%

‡
‡

22.6%

9.7!% ‡

7.2%

28.7%
53.4%

33.1%

51.2%
45.2%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

PSE ECE majors PSE ECE-related majors

PSE Other majors PSE Major Unknown

No college credit/degree (Not PSE)

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. – Data not collected. 

 

RECENT TRAINING AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Participation in ECE training is more common for listed home-based providers than for unlisted 

paid providers (Exhibit 11). Three quarters of listed providers (75 percent) had participated in a 

workshop in the last 12 months while less than a quarter of unlisted paid (23 percent) had done 

so. Of the listed providers who participated in a workshop, a third reported participating in a 

series. Up to a third of home-based providers take college classes or are coached. Listed 
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providers are more likely to do so than are unlisted paid providers (30 percent vs. 12 percent 

taking a college course and 34 percent vs. 12 percent receiving coaching).6 

Exhibit 11. Percent of Home-based Providers Participating in Recent Professional Development 

 

Any 
Workshop 

Of Those 
Reporting Any 

Workshop: 

Single Workshop 

Of Those 
Reporting Any 

Workshop: 

Workshop Series 

College 
Course-
Taking1 

Coaching 

Listed  75.2 67 32.8 29.9 34.4 

Unlisted paid 22.8 57.2 42.8 11.7 12.3 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

Note: 1A slightly higher percent of home-based teachers and caregivers reported taking some college 
credit related to child development in the educational attainment section of the questionnaire. We report 
college course-taking for PD purposes because it was asked along with other PD options and more 
consistent with that reported for center-based teachers and caregivers. 

 

Exhibit 12. Home-based Providers’ Years of Experience Caring for Children Other than their Own  

 

1.6!% 16.6% 12.5%13.8%

24.0%
41.5%

20.4%

22.6%

18.5%

35.0%

23.4% 11.4%
26.1%

12.5% 15.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

1 year or less More than 1 year to 5 years

More than 5 years to 10 years More than 10 years to 20 years

More than 20 years

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

EXPERIENCE CARING FOR CHILDREN 

Listed providers have substantially more experience caring for children other than their own 

than do unlisted providers (61 percent of listed have more than 10 years of experience vs. 36 

percent of unlisted paid and 27 percent of unlisted unpaid). In fact, over half of unlisted unpaid 

providers (54 percent) have provided care to children other than their own for five years or less 

                                                
6 For more information on professional development of home-based providers see National Survey of 
Early Care and Education Project Team. (2015). Measuring Predictors of Quality in Early Care and 
Education Settings in the National Survey of Early Care and Education. OPRE Report No. 2015-93, 

Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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whereas that is the case for less than one-fifth of listed providers (15 percent) and less than half 

of unlisted paid providers (41 percent) (Exhibit 12).  

Exhibit 12. Home-based Providers’ Years of Experience Caring for Children Other than their Own  

 

1.6!% 16.6% 12.5%13.8%

24.0%
41.5%

20.4%

22.6%

18.5%

35.0%

23.4% 11.4%
26.1%

12.5% 15.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

1 year or less More than 1 year to 5 years

More than 5 years to 10 years More than 10 years to 20 years

More than 20 years

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Home-based providers who care for at least one child with whom they did not have a prior 

relationship (non-prior-relationship-based) were asked if they had ever worked in an 

organization serving children under age 13 (e.g., a center or school). Listed providers are far 

more likely to have experience working in a center or school (35 percent) than are unlisted paid 

providers (17 percent). Individuals who cared only for children with whom they had prior 

personal relationships did not report their experiences providing center-based ECE (Exhibit 13).  

Exhibit 13. Percent of Non-prior-relationship-based Home-based Providers with Center or School 

Experience  

 Listed Unlisted Paid 

Non-prior-relationship-based 
Providers 

  

Yes 35.1 17.4 

No 52.7 17.5 

Prior-relationship-based Providers 9.3 64.7 

Total 100 100 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

YEARS EXPECT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 

A substantial portion of listed and unlisted unpaid home-based providers intend to continue 

serving at least one child for 10 or more years (42 percent of listed and 40 percent of unlisted 

unpaid). Unlisted paid are more likely than listed to plan on doing this work for a year or less (14 

percent of unlisted paid vs 5 percent of listed) (Exhibit 14).  
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Exhibit 14. Additional Years Home-based Providers Expect to Care for Children Other than their 

Own  

 

5.1%
14.0%

8.7%

16.1%

21.8%

15.0%

21.6%

15.7%

11.1%

41.7%
28.0%

39.7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

0-1 years 2-4 years 5-9 years 10 or more years

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

MOTIVATION AND PERCEIVED RESPONSIBILITY 

Career motivation. Exhibit 15 shows that different types of home-based providers tended to 

report different primary reasons for working with children. Almost half of listed home-based 

providers (47 percent) report a personal career or calling as their primary reason for looking 

after children; only small percentages of unlisted providers perceive this work as a calling or 

career (18 percent of unlisted paid and 9 percent of unlisted unpaid providers).Over three-

quarters (77 percent) of unlisted unpaid home-based providers report helping children’s parents 

as their primary reason for looking after children. Helping parents is the primary reason for a 

smaller percentage of unlisted paid providers (45 percent) and an even smaller percentage of 

listed providers (8 percent). Fewer unlisted providers report helping children as their primary 

reason compared to helping their parents (11 percent of unlisted unpaid providers, 15 percent of 

unlisted paid). Earning money is seldom given as a primary reason for looking after children (8 

percent of listed and 12 percent of unlisted paid).  
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Exhibit 15. Percent of Home-based Providers by Primary Reason for Looking after Children 

 
Listed 

Unlisted  
Paid 

Unlisted  
Unpaid 

It is my personal calling or career 47.4 17.8 8.5 

It is a step toward a related career 0.9! ‡ ‡ 

To earn money 8.2 12.4 — 

To have a job that lets me work from home 4.6 7.5! ‡ 

To help children 9.4 14.9 10.6 

To help children's parents 7.9 44.5 76.6 

Other: to have a job that lets me care for own 
children 

2.4 — — 

Other: to own my own business ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other  13.1 ‡ ‡ 

Don’t Know/Refused 5.6 ‡ ‡ 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

 

Perceived Responsibility. Home-based providers commonly report one of three main 

responsibilities when looking after children: a) safety, b) nurturance and love, and c) helping 

development/providing for basic needs. Prevalence of these responsibilities varies between 

listed and unlisted providers. Listed providers most often reported providing for children’s basic 

needs or keeping them safe similarly (30 percent for basic needs, 27 percent for safety) with a 

much smaller percentage reporting providing nurturing and love as their main responsibility (15 

percent). Both paid and unpaid unlisted providers most often report their main responsibility as 

keeping children safe (60 percent of paid and 53 percent of unpaid).Unlisted unpaid are more 

likely than listed providers to report providing nurturing and love as their main responsibility (25 

percent of unlisted unpaid vs. 15 percent of listed) (Exhibit 16). 

Exhibit 16. Percent of Home-based Providers by Reported Main Responsibility When Looking after 

Children  

 
Listed 

Unlisted  
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

 Percent Percent Percent 

Help their development 4.9 8.6! 4.4! 

Keep them safe/out of trouble 27.2 60.4 53.4 

Provide nurturing and love 14.8 19.4 24.5 

Teach them values 1.9 ‡ 4.5! 

Help them learn 2.9 ‡ 2.4! 

Other 0.5! ‡ ‡ 

Other: provide children's basic needs 30.2 4.4! 5.6 

Other: provide a good environment 13.7 ‡ 3.3! 

Other: all of above / everything 0.6! ‡ ‡ 

DK/REF/Missing 3.3 — ‡ 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF CARE PROVIDED IN 
HOME-BASED ECE  

As noted above, we began this report on home-based ECE with a description of the persons 

who provide the care. In the following section we describe the services they provide. 

NUMBER OF PROVIDERS AND CHILDREN 

Almost 4 million home-based providers cared for over 7 million children birth through age five, 

not yet in kindergarten in 2012. Unlisted unpaid providers are the largest group of home-based 

providers (2.7 million) with unlisted paid the next largest (919,000). Listed providers make up 

the smallest group (118,000) and serve the smallest number of children (Exhibit 17). 

Exhibit 17. Counts of Home-based Providers and the Children They Serve 

Type of Provider Number of Providers 

Number of Children 
Served 

[Age 0-5 Years] 

Listed 118,000 751,000 

Unlisted Paid 919,000 2,340,000 

Unlisted Unpaid 2,730,000 4,060,000 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

Exhibit 18 shows that home-based providers care for approximately equal numbers of infants 

and toddlers (under 3 years) as preschoolers (3 through 5 years). Although unlisted providers 

may appear more likely to care for infants and toddlers than for preschoolers, these differences 

are not statistically significant. Many home-based providers care for school-age children in 

addition to children birth through age five, not yet in kindergarten. Tabulations about home-

based providers serving school-age children (whether or not they also serve young children) are 

included in the Appendix Tables. 
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Exhibit 18.Enrollment of Infants/Toddlers and Preschool-Age Children in Home-based ECE 

 

377,000

1,270,000

2,110,000

374,000

1,070,000

1,950,000

Listed

Unlisted, paid

Unlisted,
unpaid

Under 3 years 3-5 years, not yet in kindergarten

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

 

The median number of children birth to age 13 cared for over a week is three times or more for 

listed providers as for unlisted providers (6.9 per listed, 2.3 per unlisted paid, and 1.2 per 

unlisted unpaid provider) (Exhibit 19). Exhibit 20 shows that when the count includes only those 

children for whom the provider receives payment, the pattern remains similar, with the median 

listed provider serving four times as many children as the median unlisted paid provider (6.5 per 

listed and 1.6 per unlisted paid). These weekly numbers may not represent the number of 

children present at any given time depending on the care schedules of different children.  

Exhibit 19: Number of Children Age 0 to 13 Years Cared for by Each Home-based Provider 

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

Mean 8.3 3.9 2.1 

Quartiles    

25th percentile 4.6 1.1 0.5 

50th percentile 6.9 2.3 1.2 

75th percentile 9.8 4.9 2.0 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

Note: Counts are of children cared for 5 hours per week or more. 

Exhibit 20: Number of Children Age 0 to 13 Years for Whom Home-based Provider Receives 

Payment  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Mean 7.8 3.2 

Quartiles   

25th percentile 4.3 0.6 

50th percentile 6.5 1.6 

75th percentile 9.4 3.5 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 
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PRIOR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

Discussions of home-based care often refer to care provided by family, friends, and neighbors. 

NSECE data can describe each person who provides regular home-based care based on 

whether or not that person has a prior personal relationship with the children he or she cares 

for. Prior personal relationships could include family, friends, and neighbors, as well as 

colleagues, acquaintances from church, or other social ties. Providers caring for at least one 

child without a prior personal relationship are designated as ‘non-prior-relationship-based’, while 

‘prior-relationship-based’ providers care only for children with whom they had prior personal 

relationships. Exhibit 21 shows the percentages of those who care for at least one child with 

whom the provider has no prior relationship. Overall, 91 percent of listed providers care for at 

least one child with whom they have no prior personal relationship. This drops to 35 percent 

among unlisted paid providers. Not surprisingly, individuals providing only unpaid care virtually 

always have a prior personal relationship to the children they look after.  

Exhibit 21. Percentage of Home-based Providers Serving at Least One Child with No Prior Personal 
Relationship 

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

At least one child with 
no prior personal 
relationship 

90.7 35.3 2.7! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. Percentage is of all children up to age 13 served by these providers. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Viewing the prevalence of prior relationships from the child’s perspective confirms that prior-

relationship-based care describes the vast majority of home-based care. Although only 25 

percent of all children served by listed providers have prior relationships with the provider, 74 

percent of children in settings with unlisted paid providers and 98ercent of children in settings 

with unlisted unpaid providers do (Exhibit 22). Note that these percentages are based on all 

children cared for in these settings, including school-agers. 

Exhibit 22.Percentage of Children Who Had Prior Personal Relationship with their Home-based 

ECE Provider  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

Mean 25.2 73.7 98.4 

Quartiles    

25th percentile 0.0 44.6 84.7 

50th percentile 0.0 93.1 89.8 

75th percentile 41.7 96.6 94.9 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. Percentage is of all children up to age 13 served by these providers. 

 

HOURS RELATED TO CHILD CARE 

Hours directly providing care. Listed home-based providers are far more likely to provide care 

for more than 40 hours in the week prior to the interview than are unlisted providers (83 percent 

for listed vs. 36 percent for unlisted paid and 25 percent for unlisted unpaid) (Exhibit 23). Half of 
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listed providers care for children 54 hours or more each week compared with medians of 40 

hours for unlisted paid and 24 hours for unlisted unpaid) (Exhibit 24). Two points stand out: a) 

even unpaid providers dedicate substantial hours per week to caregiving and b) there is 

substantial variation in number of hours of care given by unlisted home-based providers but not 

by listed providers (lowest quartile of listed give 50 hours or less while the highest quartile give 

60 or more; the lowest quartile of unlisted paid providers give 22 hours or less while the highest 

quartile give 52 hours or more; and the lowest quartile of unlisted unpaid provide 13 hours or 

less while the highest quartile provide 46 hours or more). These numbers represent all hours in 

which any child is in care and not the hours that any given child is present. 

Exhibit 23. Weekly Hours of Care Provided to Children by Home-based Providers  

 

2.3%
15.9%

32.1%

2.8%

17.3%

20.2%

2.0%

4.9%

4.3%
82.7%

36.4%

25.0%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

20 or fewer hours 21 to 35 hours 36 to 40 hours More than 40 hours

Source NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in 
kindergarten. 

 

Exhibit 24. Weekly Hours of Direct Care Provided by Home-based Providers  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Unlisted 
Unpaid 

Mean 56.5 40.9 34.1 

Quartiles    

25th percentile 49.8 22.1 13.3 

50th percentile 53.7 39.7 24.4 

75th percentile 59.7 52.2 46.2 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

 

Hours in addition to direct care. Providing child care requires time in addition to those hours 

spent in direct care. Caring for at least one child with whom the provider does not have a prior 

relationship indicates that the person is caring for community children. Those who provide care 

to at least one child with whom they do not have a prior relationship were asked to report time 

spent on activities such as planning, preparation, and record keeping. Half of listed providers 

spend more than 10 hours per week in addition to hours spent in direct care whereas half of 

unlisted paid providers spend more than 4 hours or more per week in these activities (Exhibit 

25). 
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Exhibit 25. Weekly Hours Related to Child Care Spent by Home-based Providers in Addition to 

Direct Care  

 Listed Unlisted Paid 

Mean 14.0 6.6 

Quartiles   

25th percentile 5.1 2.2 

50th percentile 10.1 4.3 

75th percentile 17.9 7.3 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

 

LOCATION 

Virtually all home-based providers care for children in either the home of the provider or home 

of the child, although the provider’s own home is the most common. Almost all listed providers 

report providing care in their own home (97 percent). Smaller percentages of unlisted providers 

give care in their own home (71 percent unlisted paid and 78 percent unlisted unpaid).Unlisted 

providers report giving care in the child’s home or varying the location (16 percent unlisted paid 

and 11 percent unlisted unpaid providers give care in the child’s home while 13 percent unlisted 

paid and 10 percent unlisted unpaid vary the location). It is likely that providers who vary 

location move between their own and the child’s home as it is rare for a provider to report 

providing care in any other location (2 percent of listed and less than a percent of unlisted 

provides give care in another location) (Exhibit 26).  

Exhibit 26. Location in Which Care Provided Across Types of Home-based Providers Serving 

Children Birth through Age Five, Not Yet in Kindergarten  

 

97.1%

71.0%
77.7%

‡

15.6%
11.1%

2.2%

‡
‡

0.4!%

12.5!% 10.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid

Provider’s home Child's home Somewhere else Location varies

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 
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REVENUE FROM CHILD CARE 

Weekly child care revenue. Listed and unlisted paid providers reported 2011 weekly revenue. 

Listed home-based providers report substantially greater weekly revenue from ECE than do 

unlisted paid providers (half report $440 or more per week vs. $56 or more per week reported 

by unlisted paid). The amount of revenue earned varies substantially for both listed and unlisted 

paid providers. Although half of listed providers report weekly income of $440 or less, the top 

quarter earn $769 or more. Among unlisted paid providers, half report child care revenue of $56 

per week or less while the top quarter report earning $180 or more (Exhibit 27).Yet, listed and 

unlisted paid providers report similar maximum hourly prices. In a related report,7 the NSECE 

Project Team reported hourly prices charged by listed and unlisted paid providers. Median 

unsubsidized hourly prices charged by listed providers are between $3 and $3.20 per hour 

depending on age of child, while median prices for unlisted paid providers range between $3.40 

and $3.80 depending on age of child. The substantial difference in revenue despite similarity in 

hourly prices appears to be due to the much smaller number of paid children served (median of 

6.5 for listed vs. 1.6 for unlisted paid as shown in Exhibit 20). It may also be that for unlisted 

paid providers, children whose care is paid attend for fewer hours.  

Exhibit 27. Home-based Providers’ 2011 Weekly Revenue from ECE  

 Listed Unlisted Paid 

Mean $561 $142 

Quartiles   

25th percentile $198 $13 

50th percentile $440 $56 

75th percentile $769 $180 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

 

Annual child care revenue. Listed and unlisted paid reported 2011 annual ECE revenues. The 

same pattern of large differences in revenue between and within types of home-based providers 

is confirmed by findings on annual income from child care (Exhibit 28). Average annual 

revenues are higher for listed providers, and within both listed and unlisted paid providers some 

earn substantially more than others. Half of listed providers earn $22,978 or less while the top 

quarter earn $39,964 or more. Half of unlisted paid providers earn $3,889 or less and the top 

quarter earn $9,559 or more. These figures may not be representative of all child care 

providers’ revenues in 2011, since 2011 providers no longer providing care in 2012 are not 

represented in the data. 

  

                                                
7National Survey of Early Care and Education Project Team. (2015). Prices Charged in Early Care and 
Education: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE). OPRE Report 

#2015-45, Washington DC: Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and 
Families, Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Exhibit 28. Annual ECE Income Received in 2011 by 2012 Paid Home-based Providers 

  
Listed 

provider 
Unlisted paid 

provider 

Mean $29,377  $7,420  

Quartiles   

25th Percentile $11,967  $1,200  

50th Percentile $22,978  $3,889  

75th Percentile $39,964  $9,559  

Standard Error of Mean $1,405  $656  

NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in 
kindergarten.  

 

ECE revenue sources: Among providers that receive income from ECE, payments from 

parents are the most common source (received by 84 percent of listed and 76 percent of 

unlisted paid providers) (Exhibit 29). Almost two-thirds of listed providers receive payments from 

governmental organizations (61 percent) while a far smaller percentage of unlisted paid do (14 

percent).Other sources of income are uncommon although they make up a substantial 

percentage of income for those who receive them.8 

Exhibit 29. Sources of Revenue Received in 2011 by 2012 Paid Home-based Providers  

Source of Income 
Received 

Listed Providers Unlisted Paid Providers 

% 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Average % of 
Income from 
Source for 

Those Who Had 
Revenue from 

Source 

% Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Average % of 
Income from 

Source for Those 
Who Had Revenue 

from Source 

Payments by Parents 84 77 76 91 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

61 41 14 72 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

4 44 ‡ ‡ 

Other Types of Income 5 46 10 70! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. ! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

PAID ASSISTANTS 

Only non-prior-relationship providers were asked if they employed assistants from outside of the 

provider’s household. Although almost four in ten listed providers (39 percent) report having 

paid assistants, the practice is less common among unlisted paid providers (12 percent) (Exhibit 

30). 

                                                
8 There was significant non-response (almost one-third) among listed providers who reported receiving 

revenues in 2011 but declined to report those revenue amounts and sources. The tabulations in Exhibits 

28 and 29 are based on those who did report. 
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Exhibit 30. Percent of Home-based Providers with Any Paid Assistants Not Living in the Household  

 
Listed 

Unlisted 
Paid 

Non-prior-relationship-based Providers   

Paid assistants 39.0 11.5! 

No paid assistants 49.8 23.5 

Prior-relationship-based Providers 
(information on paid assistants not 
available) 

9.3 64.7 

Total 100 100 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet 
in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Conclusion 

The NSECE data shows that home-based care is not one phenomenon. Rather, those who 

provide home-based care to children fall into distinct groups characterized by both their own 

personal characteristics and those of the services they provide. Findings from the NSECE 

provide a consistent picture of both listed and unlisted unpaid home-based providers. This is not 

the case with unlisted paid providers. The data show variation in characteristics within each 

group. In addition to this variation, the unlisted paid provider group appears to be composed of 

subgroups. Below we provide a portrait of each type of provider: listed, then unlisted unpaid, 

and finally unlisted paid. Because we explore possible subgroups in the unlisted paid category, 

we are altering the order in this section relative to what has been standard elsewhere in this 

brief. 

LISTED HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 

Approximately 118,000 listed providers care for over 750,000 children ages birth through age 

five, not yet in kindergarten. The majority are middle aged (ages 30 to 60) and married or living 

with a partner (73 percent). Half have household incomes of $45,000 or higher and the 

approximately half earn half or more of their income from child care (47 percent).The vast 

majority have health insurance (80 percent) and perhaps surprisingly over a third report the 

source of their insurance to be related to their employment (38 percent). 

Most listed providers have attended college (63 percent), although they are not likely to have 

obtained a bachelor’s degree (15 percent). A third had postsecondary education majors in Early 

Childhood Education or a related field (34 percent) when studying in college. The vast majority 

participate in professional development with three-quarters having taken workshops in the last 

year (75 percent), almost a third taking a college course (30 percent), and a third having 

received coaching (34 percent).They also bring substantial amounts of experience to this work, 

with the majority having 10 years or more experience caring for children not their own (61 

percent) and a third having prior experience working with children in a center or school (35 

percent). A substantial portion intends to continue working with children for 10 years or more 

(42 percent). 
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Almost half consider their work with young children a personal calling or career (47 percent). 

They report as their primary responsibility: meeting children’s basic needs (30 percent), keeping 

children safe (27 percent), providing nurturing or love (15 percent), and supporting development 

(5 percent). 

Since these home-based providers were identified by their presence on a list within their state, it 

is not surprising that the vast majority (88 percent) meet a definition of family child care. All but 

nine percent care for at least one child with whom they did not have a relationship before the 

child entered care. Virtually all are paid for giving care (98 percent) and provide care in their 

own home (97 percent). Half serve seven or more children in a week. Also, half spend 54 hours 

or more a week directly providing care. In addition to direct care, providers spend time doing 

related work such as planning and preparing; half of listed providers spend 10 hours or more 

per week on these related non-direct care activities. A substantial group has paid assistants 

who are not part of the provider’s household (39 percent). 

Another indication that listed providers are operating businesses is the amount of revenue they 

generate from ECE. Half of listed providers report 2011 annual revenues from ECE of $23,000 

or more and 2011 ECE earnings of at least $440 per week.  

Data are not available on the revenue sources of all listed providers, but among the two-thirds 

who described their revenues, parents are a source of revenue for the vast majority of listed 

providers (84 percent), and parent fees make up the majority of their revenue for those who 

have this as a source (77 percent). More than half also receive funds from government sources 

(61 percent) and for these providers, public sources provide a significant portion of their income 

(41 percent). 

UNLISTED UNPAID HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 

Over 2.7 million unlisted unpaid providers care for over 4 million children ages birth through age 

five, not yet in kindergarten. Virtually all of these children are within the provider’s existing social 

network as almost all have relationships with the children prior to giving care (97 percent).The 

majority of unlisted unpaid providers are 50 years of age or older (60 percent), including a third 

who are 60 or older (33 percent). A majority are currently married or living with a partner (58 

percent) and an additional quarter have been partnered in the past (24 percent). Half had 

annual household incomes of $40,000 or higher in 2011 (since they are unpaid, the income is 

not from ECE). Almost half (48 percent) have employment other than their unpaid ECE 

activities, which fits with the small number of children for whom they care. The vast majority 

have health insurance (81 percent). For a third of unlisted paid providers the health insurance is 

workplace related (35 percent), and almost a quarter have publicly provided insurance (21 

percent), consistent with their age distribution. 

Over half of unlisted unpaid providers have some college or higher (54 percent) with one in five 

having a bachelor’s degree (20 percent). Perhaps surprisingly, many of these providers are 

making a long-term commitment to providing early care and education. Forty percent of them 

expect to provide care for at least another 10 years. Most are motivated by a desire to help 

children’s parents (77 percent), in contrast to listed providers whose primary motivation centers 

on children. Providers most often report keeping children safe and out of trouble as their primary 

responsibility (53 percent), with ‘providing nurturing and love’ as the second most commonly 

reported primary responsibility (25 percent).  

Unlisted unpaid providers are not providing services for the community at large. Virtually all 

have a personal relationship with the child prior to the child entering care. Almost one half of 
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these providers care for one child, while the average number of children in care across all 

unlisted unpaid providers is two. Still, they provide substantial hours of care. Half provide 24 

hours or more of care per week with a weekly average of 34 hours; some are providing 

substantially more hours. Although their own home is the most common location for caregiving 

(78 percent), almost a quarter provide care either in the child’s home (11 percent) or vary the 

location (10 percent), probably between their own and the child’s home, as the percent using 

any other location is miniscule. 

UNLISTED PAID HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 

Almost a million (919,000) unlisted paid providers care for over 2.3 million children ages birth 

through age five. The data suggest that distinctive subgroups may exist within the group of 

unlisted paid providers. Portions of this group appear similar to listed providers, while others 

seem more like unlisted unpaid providers. For example, a full 65 percent provide care only for 

children with whom they have a prior relationship and thus are similar to the unlisted unpaid 

providers except that they get paid. About a quarter meet a basic definition of family child care 

(22 percent), but they are not on any state or national ECE lists. (Given that many states do not 

require a provider caring for a small number of children to be regulated, many in this group may 

not be required to be licensed in their state.) Another group (16 percent) provides care for pay in 

the child’s home, a group not typically covered by licensing and thus unlikely to appear on an 

administrative list. When viewing the characteristics of unlisted paid providers it is helpful to 

keep in mind these within-group differences. 

Unlisted paid home-based providers tend to be young, with about a fifth under 30 (21 percent) 

and four in ten under 40 (42 percent). Not only are they younger than listed and unlisted unpaid, 

they are more likely to have never married (23 percent) than the other groups of home-based 

providers (5 percent listed and 17 percent unlisted unpaid).They have substantially lower 

household incomes (half have incomes of $25,000 or less compared to $45,000 for listed and 

$40,000 for unlisted unpaid). Whereas 41 percent of listed providers earn less than half of their 

income from ECE, 69 percent of unlisted paid earn less than half from these activities. Over a 

quarter have other employment (28 percent). Almost a third have no health insurance coverage 

(28 percent) and almost a quarter have publicly supported insurance (23 percent). 

Unlisted paid home-based providers have relatively low levels of education. Half have a high 

school diploma or less (51 percent), and a small percent have a bachelor’s degree or higher (15 

percent). In terms of professional development, whereas three quarters of listed providers have 

attended one or more workshops in the last year, less than a quarter of unlisted paid have done 

so (23 percent). Small percentages have taken ECE college courses (12 percent) or received 

coaching (12 percent). Less than half (41 percent) have five years or less of experience caring 

for a child other than their own. Relatively few have work experience in a center or school (17 

percent). This group of providers is the most likely to plan on doing this work for less than five 

more years (36 percent of unlisted paid vs. 21 percent of listed and 24 percent of unlisted 

unpaid). Almost half do this work to help children’s parents (45 percent), and over half perceive 

keeping children safe as their primary responsibility (60 percent). 

The majority of these providers are not providing care to the broader community as almost two-

thirds (65 percent) care only for a child with whom they had a relationship before the child 

entered care. Half care for about two children each week with the average at four children 

across all unlisted paid providers. Half provide care for 40 hours or more a week, and among 

those caring for at least one child with whom they did not have a prior relationship, half spend 

an additional four hours or more a week doing work related to caregiving. They earn far less 
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from ECE than do listed providers (half earned $56 or more a week in 2011 and $3,889 per year 

in 2011 vs. $440 per week and $22,978 for listed providers). Parents are a source of revenue 

for 76 percent, who receive 91 percent of their income from that source. Fourteen percent 

receive revenue from government with 72 percent of their revenue from that source. Twelve 

percent have paid assistants who are not part of their households.  

What seems likely is that unlisted paid is not a single group, but rather that this group of home-

based providers includes at least three distinct subgroups. The first is made up of persons with 

prior connections to the families of all the children for whom they provide care but who receive 

some payment for their work. Caring only for children with whom they have prior relationship 

distinguishes this first group from a second group that includes persons who care for at least 

one child with whom they had no relationship prior to caregiving, but who do not appear on an 

administrative list, possibly because they care for small numbers of children. A third subgroup 

provides care in the child’s home. Further research is needed to determine if subgroups exist 

and if so, how many and how they compare with one another and with listed and unlisted 

unpaid providers. 
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Appendix I: Detailed Tables 

The text of this brief describes home-based providers caring for at least one child age 5 years or 

under, not yet in kindergarten.  The detailed tables in this appendix support the data in the text 

(Table Group A), but are also provided for two additional categories of home-based providers: 

those serving only school age children, kindergarten and above (Table Group B), and those 

serving any child under age 13 years (Table Group C). Table A1 quantifies the overlap across 

these three groups. 
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Table A1. Number of Home-based Providers, by Provider Type and Age Groups Served 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Serving any 
children birth to 
age 13 years 

121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Serving at least 
one child birth to 
age 5 years, not 
yet in 
kindergarten 

118,000 6,800 97.7 0.56 919,000 67,100 82.7 2.73 2,730,000 146,000 69.3 1.80 

Serving at least 
one school-age 
child, 
kindergarten and 
up 

77,300 5,000 63.9 2.55 694,000 63,000 62.4 3.60 2,230,000 124,000 56.8 2.04 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire. 

 

Table Group A: Children Birth through Age Five Years, Not yet in Kindergarten 

Table A2. Ages Served by Home-based Providers Serving at Least One Child Birth through Age Five Years, Not yet in Kindergarten 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Any children < 3 
years 

111,000 6,300 94.2 0.70 703,000 58,500 76.5 3.08 1,680,000 97,700 61.7 2.43 

Any children 3 
through 5 years 

101,000 5,900 85.5 1.36 575,000 50,100 62.6 3.80 1,720,000 124,000 63.1 2.38 

Any school-age 
children 

74,700 4,700 63.2 2.51 501,000 51,800 54.5 3.98 1,030,000 69,000 37.7 2.21 
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 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total number of 
providers serving 
at least one child 
birth to age 5 
years, not yet in 
Kindergarten 

118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

NOTE: The categories are not mutually exclusive; providers who report they serve children less than 3 years old may also serve children 3 through 5 
years old. 

 

Table A3. Example Tabulation of Family Child Care-like Characteristics across Listed and Unlisted Paid Provider Types 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Conditions 

 
Number of 
providers 
meeting 

conditions 
% of sample 

type 

Number of 
providers 
meeting 

conditions 
% of sample 

type 

Provider paid 
to provide 
childcare 

Not 
relationship 

based 

Care in 
providers' 

home 

Cares for at 
least 4 

regularly 
cared 

children 

Provides 
care at least 
20 hours per 

week 

TOTAL 118,000 100.0 919,000 100.0      

 115,000 97.6 919,000 100.0 x     

 106,000 89.9 325,000 35.3 x x    

 104,000 87.7 199,000 21.7 x x x   

 95,600 80.8 131,000 14.3 x x x x  

 89,700 75.9 111,000 12.1 x x x x x 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

NOTE: Conditions assume that DK/REF or missing do not meet the condition. 
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Table A4. Number of Children Regularly Cared for 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean 8.3 0.30  3.9 0.23  2.1 0.08  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 4.6 0.19  1.1 0.13  0.5 .b  

50 percentile/Median 6.9 0.24  2.3 0.21  1.2 0.06  

75 percentile 9.8 0.29  4.9 0.49  2.0 0.06  

  
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 75,000! 2.8! 0.72! 

Total frequency, including 
DK/REF/Missing 

118,000 100.0 0.00 919,000 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 100.0 0.00 

 
118,000 99.9 0.03 892,000 97.1 2.13 2,650,000 97.2 0.72 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A5. Number of Regularly Cared-for Children for Whom Provider Receives Payments 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 7.8 0.27  3.2 0.23  0.0 0.00  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 4.3 0.17  0.6 .b  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 6.5 0.23  1.6 0.14  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 9.4 0.29  3.5 0.42  0.0 .b  
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 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 1,100! 0.9! 0.32! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 118,000 100.0 0.00 919,000 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of providers reporting number of 
regular, paid children under care 

117,000 99.1 0.32 878,000 95.5 1.52 2,720,000 99.8 0.22 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Children ages 0 to 13 years. Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. 

 

 

Table A6. Provider has a Prior Personal Relationship with All Children under Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

All children with 
a prior personal 
relationship 

11,000 1,800 9.3 1.38 595,000 55,500 64.7 3.66 2,650,000 146,000 97.3 0.59 

At least one 
child no prior 
personal 
relationship 

107,000 6,200 90.7 1.38 325,000 40,700 35.3 3.66 72,600! 15,900! 2.7! 0.59! 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

  



Characteristics of Home-based Providers of ECE MARCH 2016 

 

Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) Page | 33 

Table A7. Percentage of Regularly Cared-for Children with a Prior Personal Relationship to Provider 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 25.2 1.72  73.7 2.85  98.4 0.42  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.0 .b  44.6 9.36  84.7 17.20  

50 percentile/Median 0.0 .b  93.1 11.12  89.8 17.20  

75 percentile 41.7 4.23  96.6 11.12  94.9 17.20  

          

  
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 3,700 3.1 0.51 ‡ ‡ ‡ 176,000 6.5 1.05 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 118,000 100.0 0.00 919,000 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

.b Not applicable. 

Note: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. 

 

Table A8. Hours Provider Cared for Children Last Week or Last Usual Week 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

20 or fewer 
hours 

2,700 600 2.3 0.51 147,000 30,000 15.9 3.02 874,000 78,500 32.1 2.24 

21 to 35 hours 3,300 900 2.8 0.72 159,000 31,000 17.3 3.07 551,000 67,100 20.2 2.10 

36 to 40 hours 2,300 500 2.0 0.42 45,200! 11,300! 4.9! 1.25! 117,000! 28,700! 4.3! 1.00! 

More than 40 
hours 

97,800 6,100 82.7 1.58 335,000 39,100 36.4 3.33 683,000 62,000 25.0 2.09 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A9. Total Weekly Hours Caring for Children 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 56.5 0.64  40.9 1.98  34.1 1.78  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 49.8 0.61  22.1 2.62  13.3 1.47  

50 percentile/Median 53.7 0.60  39.7 3.07  24.4 1.28  

75 percentile 59.7 0.62  52.2 1.29  46.2 1.81  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency* 12,000 10.2 1.14 234,000 25.4 3.45 502,000 18.4 1.88 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 118,000 100.0 0.00 919,000 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers 
reporting open hours 

106,000 89.8 1.14 685,000 74.6 3.45 2,220,000 81.6 1.88 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

* This includes larger, non-relationship based providers who were not asked to provide their schedule of caring for children 
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Table A10. Weekly Hours Spent on ECE-Related Activities Outside of Direct Care  

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-prior-
relationship-
based providers 

            

Less than 1 hour 1,400! 300! 1.1! 0.28! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

1 to under 5 hours 19,800 1,700 16.7 1.24 130,000 25,300 14.1 2.51 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

5 to under 10 
hours 

24,400 2,100 20.7 1.73 73,700! 15,500! 8.0! 1.66! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

10 to under 20 
hours 

27,900 3,200 23.6 2.11 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

20 to under 35 
hours 

12,900 1,600 10.9 1.18 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

35 to under 169 
hours 

5,400 800 4.6 0.67 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

11,000 1,800 9.3 1.38 595,000 55,500 64.7 3.66 2,650,000 146,000 97.3 0.59 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Non-prior-relationship-based providers serve at least one child with no prior personal relationship 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported separately, but are included in 'Total' row. These include observations reporting >=169 hours weekly. 
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Table A11. Hours Spent on Activity Outside of Direct Care per Week for Non-relationship based Home-based Providers, by Provider Type 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 14.0 0.58  6.6 0.88  16.5! 6.27!  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 5.1 0.23  2.2 0.50  0.9! .c!  

50 percentile/Median 10.1 0.58  4.3 0.44  8.7! 5.66!  

75 percentile 17.9 0.64  7.3 0.82  24.2! .c!  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 1,000! 0.9! 0.30! ‡ ‡ ‡ — — — 

Total frequency, including 
DK/REF/Missing* 

107,000 100.0 0.00 325,000 100.0 0.00 72,600! 100.0! 0.00! 

Number of Providers Reporting Outside 
Hours 

106,000 99.1 0.30 325,000 99.9 0.05 72,600! 100.0! 0.00! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Question asked of non-relationship based providers only 
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Table A12. Location of Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Provider’s 
home 

115,000 6,700 97.1 0.52 652,000 56,500 71.0 3.72 2,120,000 117,000 77.7 2.28 

Child's own 
home 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 143,000 29,900 15.6 3.01 303,000 50,200 11.1 1.72 

Somewhere 
else 

2,600 600 2.2 0.48 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Location varies 500! 100! 0.4! 0.12! 115,000! 27,800! 12.5! 2.79! 283,000 56,000 10.4 1.85 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A13. Summary Statistics for Provider Weekly Revenue from ECE for Providers Who Reported Income from Childcare in 2011  

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 561.3 27.77  141.6 15.77  29.8 12.97  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 198.2 18.94  12.8 5.12  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 440.4 29.72  56.3 13.10  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 769.2 46.13  179.5 21.29  9.5 .b  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency** 42,000 36.2 1.81 119,000! 15.5! 3.24! 52,400! 26.8! 6.55! 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 116,000 100.0 0.00 771,000 100.0 0.00 196,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of providers reporting weekly 
revenue 

74,000 63.8 1.81 652,000 84.5 3.24 144,000 73.2 6.55 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: It is possible for providers to report 0 total weekly revenue. This table includes 0s and summarizes revenue numbers as reported. 
** Category includes providers with DK/REF responses on weekly income, providers for whom income period was missing (so weekly revenue could not 
be determined), and listed unpaid providers. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 
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Table A14. Of providers who Received Income from Caring for Children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Listed  

 Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment 
Summary of Income Received in 2011, Among those 

Receiving Income Type 
  

 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile Median 

75th 
Percentile Mean 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean 

Mean Ratio 
of 

payment-
by-type to 
total ECE 
income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

74,000 5,100 100  11966.6 22977.6 39964.4 29376.6 1404.71   

Type of Income Received 
Out of Providers Who 
Reported Some Income 
from Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 60,800 4,600 83.7 1.75 7652.5 19738.9 31906.7 24249.8 1441.07 0.77 0.017 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

44,400 3,700 61.1 2.24 2929.2 5941.8 11638.4 11262.2 969.00 0.41 0.026 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

2,700 600 3.6 0.86 3870.7 9828.4 17964.1 12729.0 1735.37 0.44 0.075 

Other Types of Income 3,600 600 5.0 0.85 4060.5 9670.9 13943.1 12577.6 1710.81 0.46 0.048 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information. 

Note: “Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that type 
are included.  
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Table A15. Of Providers who Received Income from Caring for Children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Unlisted 
Paid  

 
Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment Summary of Income Received in 2011   

A. Of providers that 
received income from 
childcare in 2011 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile Median 

75th 
Percentile Mean 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean 

Mean of 
Ratio of 

payment-
by-type to 

total 
childcare 
income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

652,000 57,500 100  1199.8 3888.7 9558.9 7420.1 655.84   

Type of Income Received 
Out of Providers Who 
Reported Some Income 
from Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 495,000 51,100 76.0 3.64 1365.0 3828.4 9023.4 6665.5 624.97 0.91 0.030 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

88,500 16,300 13.6 2.52 1795.2 4958.1 10106.5 9872.6 2092.75 0.72 0.075 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other Types of Income 63,700! 20,200! 9.8! 2.91! 1903.9! 2901.6! 6977.7! 5739.7! 1199.87! 0.70! 0.065! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information. 

Note: "Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that type 
are included.  
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Table A16. Ratio of Payments Received from Parents to Total Program Income  

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.77 0.017  0.91 0.030  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.61 0.047  0.97 0.139  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.90 0.026  0.98 0.139  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 1.00 0.010  0.99 0.139  ‡ ‡  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

58,600 100.0 0.00 447,000 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Among providers reporting payments from parents. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 
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Table A17. Ratio of Reimbursements Received from Governmental Agencies to Total Program Income  

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.41 0.026  0.72 0.075  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.11 0.017  0.30 0.209  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.26 0.037  0.92 0.108  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.75 0.081  0.99 0.080  ‡ ‡  

          

  
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

43,800 100.0 0.00 82,500 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Among providers reporting reimbursements. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 
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Table A18. Ratio of Payments Received from Other Individuals or Groups to Total Program Income  

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.44 0.075  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.13 0.039  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.38 0.104  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.72 0.157  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

2,700 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Among providers reporting payments from other individuals or groups 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 
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Table A19. Ratio of ‘Other’ Types of Income to Total Program Income only for Providers Who Received ‘Other’ Types of Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.46 0.048  0.70! 0.065!  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.14 0.048  0.44! 0.146!  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.33 0.073  0.67! 0.164!  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.77 0.136  0.95! 0.079!  ‡ ‡  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

3,400 100.0 0.00 42,500! 100.0! 0.00! ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Among providers reporting ‘other’ payments.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

 

  



Characteristics of Home-based Providers of ECE MARCH 2016 

 

Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) Page | 45 

Table A20. Presence of Paid Assistants, among Non-relationship Based Providers 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes 46,100 3,900 39.0 2.15 105,000! 23,400! 11.5! 2.46! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No 58,900 3,800 49.8 1.96 216,000 32,900 23.5 3.11 56,600! 14,900! 2.1! 0.56! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

11,000 1,800 9.3 1.38 595,000 55,500 64.7 3.66 2,650,000 146,000 97.3 0.59 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Table A21. Estimated Age of Provider Based on Year of Birth 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 18-29 
(Born 1983-
1994 ) 

3,900 600 3.3 0.48 195,000 34,400 21.2 3.31 381,000 49,500 14.0 1.65 

Age 30-39 
(Born 1973-
1982) 

27,000 4,000 22.8 2.47 182,000 34,300 19.8 3.25 203,000 30,000 7.4 1.08 

Age 40-49 
(Born 1963-
1972) 

31,900 2,200 27.0 1.60 159,000 26,900 17.3 2.71 466,000 50,500 17.1 1.75 

Age 50-59 
(Born 1953-
1962) 

28,400 2,200 24.0 1.79 236,000 33,800 25.6 3.17 752,000 71,400 27.6 2.01 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 60+ (Born 
1952 or earlier) 

16,500 1,700 13.9 1.27 130,000 22,600 14.2 2.45 885,000 80,700 32.5 2.24 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A22. Current Marital Status 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Never married, 
not living with a 
partner 

5,900 900 5.0 0.76 213,000 36,900 23.1 3.36 475,000 54,900 17.4 1.73 

Married or living 
with a partner 

86,200 6,100 72.9 1.97 522,000 49,600 56.8 3.67 1,590,000 110,000 58.2 2.49 

Separated, 
divorced, or 
widowed 

22,000 2,100 18.6 1.67 177,000 27,900 19.3 2.90 654,000 58,200 24.0 1.83 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A23. Total Household Income in 2011  

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 50818.2 1498.97  38505.9 5181.10  52065.0 2833.20  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 24726.0 1274.76  12124.4 1238.88  17032.6 1522.78  

50 percentile/Median 44869.8 2510.79  24580.6 2438.69  39395.2 2822.37  

75 percentile 69800.3 2553.38  49937.2 6277.95  70819.6 3884.52  

 
         

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 38,800 32.8 2.01 242,000 26.3 3.31 807,000 29.6 2.52 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 118,000 100.0 0.00 919,000 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers who 
received childcare income 

79,400 67.2 2.01 678,000 73.7 3.31 1,920,000 70.4 2.52 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

Note: Total household income includes income from looking after children, wages, salaries earned by adults in the household, government assistance, 
gifts, and other income. 

 

Table A24. Share of 2011 Household Income from Providing Child Care Services 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

All 24,000 2,200 20.3 1.54 99,700 20,800 10.8 2.22 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Almost all 10,800 1,300 9.2 1.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

More than half 7,800 1,000 6.6 0.71 27,000! 7,400! 2.9! 0.82! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

About half 13,200 1,200 11.1 0.84 69,300! 20,600! 7.5! 2.15! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Less than half 28,400 2,500 24.0 1.54 122,000 24,800 13.2 2.57 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Very little 17,700 1,900 15.0 1.29 363,000 45,600 39.5 3.68 91,400! 20,200! 3.4! 0.73! 

None 2,200 400 1.9 0.37 148,000 29,100 16.1 2.95 2,530,000 143,000 92.8 1.06 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

Note: Among individuals providing home-based care in Nov 2011 through June 2012. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A25. Provider Currently Has another Job that is for Pay in Addition to Caring for Children, Whether Work in One's Own or a Family 
Business 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Yes 15,800 1,800 13.4 1.27 254,000 35,500 27.7 3.35 1,300,000 97,800 47.5 2.38 

No 96,200 6,100 81.4 1.72 652,000 56,600 70.9 3.32 1,430,000 96,700 52.3 2.38 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A26. Type of Health Insurance or Health Insurance Coverage 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

No coverage of 
any type 

23,200 2,100 19.6 1.45 255,000 37,900 27.8 3.60 522,000 60,500 19.1 2.12 

Private health 
insurance plan 
from your 
employer or 
workplace, only 

45,000 3,700 38.1 1.81 251,000 35,700 27.3 3.28 941,000 80,900 34.5 2.48 

Private health 
insurance plan 
from your 
employer or 
workplace and 
other insurance 
type(s) 

— — — — — — — — — — — — 

Private health 
insurance plan 
through your 
spouse or 
partner's 
employment 

5,300 800 4.5 0.65 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Private health 
insurance plan 
purchased 
directly 

15,900 1,700 13.4 1.30 42,900! 15,200! 4.7! 1.62! 156,000! 45,400! 5.7! 1.52! 

Private health 
insurance plan 
through a state 
or local 
government or 
community 
program 

3,400 1,000 2.9 0.80 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 91,500! 21,200! 3.4! 0.77! 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Medicaid, 
Medicare, or 
Military health 
care/VA or 
CHAMPUS/TRI
CARE/CHAMP-
VA 

10,800 1,500 9.2 1.22 215,000 31,700 23.3 3.07 561,000 47,300 20.6 1.66 

Other insurance 
or combination 
of other 
insurance types 

8,200 1,000 7.0 0.75 106,000! 23,900! 11.5! 2.46! 384,000 56,400 14.1 1.88 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A27. Highest Educational Level Attained 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

High school or 
less 

39,100 2,900 33.1 1.88 471,000 50,400 51.2 3.77 1,230,000 84,600 45.2 2.18 

Some college, 
no degree 

39,100 3,100 33.0 1.78 222,000 32,400 24.1 3.06 622,000 57,900 22.8 1.71 

AA degree 17,900 2,200 15.2 1.48 80,900! 21,000! 8.8! 2.21! 322,000 39,700 11.8 1.38 

Bachelor's 
degree or 
higher 

17,900 1,900 15.1 1.31 136,000! 26,400! 14.8! 2.73! 541,000 60,600 19.8 1.79 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A28. Type of Major for Providers with Postsecondary Education (PSE) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

PSE ECE 
majors 

31,100 2,800 26.3 1.85 67,300! 17,800! 7.3! 1.91! — — — — 

PSE ECE-
related majors 

8,500 1,300 7.2 0.97 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE Other 
majors 

26,700 2,500 22.6 1.61 89,100! 20,600! 9.7! 2.11! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE Major 
Unknown 

8,500 1,400 7.2 1.04 264,000 35,700 28.7 3.35 1,450,000 104,000 53.4 2.17 

No college 
credit/degree 
(Not PSE) 

39,100 2,900 33.1 1.88 471,000 50,400 51.2 3.77 1,230,000 84,600 45.2 2.18 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

 

Table A29. Has State Certification or Endorsement for Early Care and Education/School-age Care, Such as a Certificate from the State or a 
Child Development Associate (CDA) Certificate (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
certification 

44,700 2,700 37.8 1.78 63,600! 12,300! 6.9! 1.33! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, does not 
have 
certification 

57,900 4,700 49.0 2.14 258,000 38,100 28.0 3.55 68,800! 15,400! 2.5! 0.58! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

11,000 1,800 9.3 1.38 595,000 55,500 64.7 3.66 2,650,000 146,000 97.3 0.59 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A30. Number of Years Caring for Children Less than 13 Years Old (Other than One’s Own) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

1 year or less 1,900! 700! 1.6! 0.63! 153,000 29,300 16.6 2.99 341,000 40,800 12.5 1.37 

More than 1 to 
5 years 16,300 2,200 13.8 1.45 221,000 37,500 24.0 3.45 1,130,000 95,900 41.5 2.29 

More than 5 to 
10 years 24,100 3,000 20.4 2.03 208,000 32,900 22.6 3.18 504,000 45,500 18.5 1.48 

More than 10 to 
20 years 41,400 2,900 35.0 1.68 215,000 32,500 23.4 3.14 310,000 34,700 11.4 1.31 

More than 20 
years 

30,900 2,700 26.1 2.10 115,000 22,300 12.5 2.37 419,000 50,400 15.4 1.59 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A31. Provider Has Ever Worked in a Center (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
worked in a 
center 

41,500 3,300 35.1 2.04 160,000 28,400 17.4 2.81 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, has 
never worked 
in a center 

62,300 4,300 52.7 1.79 161,000 28,400 17.5 2.87 56,800! 14,200! 2.1! 0.53! 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

11,000 1,800 9.3 1.38 595,000 55,500 64.7 3.66 2,650,000 146,000 97.3 0.59 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table A32. Number of Additional Years to Care for Children Who Are Not the Providers' Own, Whether at Providers or at Child’s Home 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

0-1 years 6,000 1,000 5.1 0.81 128,000 24,800 14.0 2.55 236,000 38,000 8.7 1.33 

2-4 years 19,000 2,300 16.1 1.66 200,000 34,600 21.8 3.21 409,000 48,800 15.0 1.48 

5-9 years 25,500 2,300 21.6 1.27 144,000 28,500 15.7 2.95 304,000 37,100 11.1 1.29 

10 or more 
years 

49,300 3,400 41.7 2.18 257,000 35,800 28.0 3.43 1,080,000 78,100 39.7 2.27 

Total 118,000 6,800 100.0 0.00 919,000 67,100 100.0 0.00 2,730,000 146,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table A33. Primary Reason for Looking after Children, Detailed Categories: Number and Share of Home-based Teachers and Caregivers 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 
Weighted 

Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 
Weighted 

Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

It is my personal calling or career 56,100 47.4 1.80 164,000 17.8 2.71 232,000 8.5 1.13 

It is a step toward a related career 1,100! 0.9! 0.34! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

To earn money 9,600 8.2 1.28 114,000 12.4 2.26 — — — 

To have a job that lets me work from home 5,400 4.6 0.80 68,600! 7.5! 1.60! ‡ ‡ ‡ 

To help children 11,100 9.4 1.01 137,000 14.9 2.75 288,000 10.6 1.46 

To help children's parents 9,300 7.9 1.11 409,000 44.5 3.59 2,090,000 76.6 1.90 

Other 15,400 13.1 1.27 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other: to have a job that lets me care for 
own children 

2,900 2.4 0.90 — — — — — — 

Other: to own my own business ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

DK/REF/Missing 6,600 5.6 0.61 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total 118,000 100.0 † 919,000 100.0 † 2,730,000 100.0 † 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

† Not applicable. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. ! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Table A34. Teacher and Caregiver's Perceived Main Responsibility When Looking after Children: Number and Share of Home-based Teachers 
and Caregivers 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Help their development 5,800 4.9 0.76 78,700! 8.6! 1.88! 120,000! 4.4! 0.95! 

Keep them safe/out of trouble 32,100 27.2 2.18 555,000 60.4 3.44 1,460,000 53.4 2.49 

Provide nurturing and love 17,400 14.8 1.62 178,000 19.4 2.59 668,000 24.5 2.48 

Teach them values 2,300 1.9 0.43 ‡ ‡ ‡ 122,000! 4.5! 0.93! 

Help them learn 3,400 2.9 0.46 ‡ ‡ ‡ 65,600! 2.4! 0.61! 

Other 500! 0.5! 0.12! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other: provide children's basic needs 35,700 30.2 1.80 40,500! 4.4! 1.29! 152,000 5.6 0.95 
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 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent S.E. (%) 

Other: provide a good environment 16,200 13.7 1.52 ‡ ‡ ‡ 90,900! 3.3! 0.87! 

Other: all of above / everything 700! 0.6! 0.30! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

DK/REF/Missing 3,900 3.3 0.54 — — — ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total 118,000 100.0 † 919,000 100.0 † 2,730,000 100.0 † 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

† Not applicable. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. ! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

 

Table A35. Parental Modernity Scale, Net Traditional Belief Subscale: Mean and Quartiles for Home-based Teachers and Caregivers 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 
Mean/ 

Quintiles 
Standard 

Error  
Mean/ 

Quintiles 
Standard 

Error  
Mean/ 

Quintiles 
Standard 

Error  

Mean net traditional beliefs 27.1 0.19  29.2 0.38  28.1 0.21  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 24.0 0.28  25.3 0.53  24.5 0.26  

50 percentile/Median 26.8 0.25  29.1 0.59  27.9 0.29  

75 percentile 29.6 0.15  32.8 0.63  31.4 0.36  

 Weighted 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing weighted 
frequency 

1,700 1.4 0.33 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total weighted frequency, including 
DK/REF/Missing 

118,000 100.0 † 919,000 100.0 † 2,730,000 100.0 † 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving children birth through five not yet in kindergarten.  

Note: Net traditional belief score is computed by summing up the traditional item scores and the reverse scores of progressive items. The net traditional 
score can range from 10 to 50. † Not applicable. ‡ Value suppressed due to small n. ! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 
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Table Group B: Serving at Least One School-age Child, Kindergarten and up  

Table B1. Number of Children Regularly Cared-for 

 Listed Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean 
9.1 0.29   4.4 0.28   2.3 0.09   

Quartiles 
                  

25 percentile 5.5 0.26   1.4 0.20   0.6 .b   

50 percentile/Median 7.8 0.23   2.8 0.25   1.3 0.07   

75 percentile 10.7 0.37   5.8 0.62   2.3 0.13   

  
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 
‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 51,000! 2.3! 0.76! 

Total frequency, including 

DK/REF/Missing 77,300 100.0 0.00 694,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 100.0 0.00 

 
77,200 99.9 0.05 677,000 97.7 1.54 2,180,000 97.7 0.76 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are 
included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B2. Number of Regularly Cared-for Children for Whom Provider Receives Payments 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 8.7 0.30  3.6 0.27  0.0 0.00  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 5.0 0.23  0.8 .b  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 7.4 0.22  1.9 0.18  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 10.2 0.37  4.4 0.66  0.0 .b  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 500! 0.6! 0.18! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 77,300 100.0 0.00 694,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of providers reporting number of 
regular, paid children under care 

76,800 99.4 0.18 655,000 94.4 1.83 2,230,000 99.7 0.26 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel. 

 

Table B3. Provider Has a Prior Personal Relationship with All Children under Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Prior-
relationship-
based 

8,100 1,600 10.5 1.69 419,000 47,400 60.4 4.36 2,110,000 121,000 94.5 0.98 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Not prior-
relationship-
based 

69,200 4,200 89.5 1.69 275,000 40,100 39.6 4.36 124,000! 22,400! 5.5! 0.98! 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B4. Percentage of Regularly Cared-for Children with a Prior Personal Relationship to Provider 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 
Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean 27.6 1.94  72.3 3.34  95.7 0.84  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.0 .b  32.8 .b  84.2 .b  

50 percentile/Median 13.4 3.32  92.9 10.96  89.5 .b  

75 percentile 46.4 5.39  96.4 10.96  94.7 .b  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 2,600 3.3 0.81 ‡ ‡ ‡ 200,000 8.9 1.43 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 77,300 100.0 0.00 694,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel.  
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Table B5. Hours Provider Cared for Children Last Week or Last Usual Week 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

20 or fewer 
hours 1,900 500 2.4 0.60 151,000 30,400 21.8 3.72 868,000 82,300 38.8 2.62 

21 to 35 hours 2,300 700 2.9 0.84 111,000! 27,000! 15.9! 3.60! 329,000 46,100 14.7 1.91 

36 to 40 hours 1,100! 300! 1.5! 0.38! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 74,900! 20,000! 3.4! 0.85! 

More than 40 
hours 63,000 3,800 81.5 2.06 199,000 27,800 28.7 3.49 531,000 53,000 23.7 2.16 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B6. Total Weekly Hours Caring for Children 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 58.7 0.95  39.5 2.82  32.2 1.61  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 49.9 0.65  16.2 2.42  10.0 0.55  

50 percentile/Median 54.9 0.60  29.9 3.41  21.3 2.06  

75 percentile 59.9 0.72  53.8 2.57  45.2 2.77  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency* 9,100 11.7 1.49 225,000 32.4 4.23 432,000 19.3 2.24 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 77,300 100.0 0.00 694,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers 
reporting open hours 

68,200 88.3 1.49 469,000 67.6 4.23 1,800,000 80.7 2.24 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

* This includes larger, non-relationship based providers who were not asked to provide their schedule of caring for children 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table B7. Weekly Hours Spent on ECE-related Activities Outside of Direct Care 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-prior-
relationship-
based providers 

            

Less than 1 hour 600! 200! 0.7! 0.26! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

1 to under 5 hours 12,100 1,400 15.7 1.58 92,700! 22,800! 13.4! 2.95! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 
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 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

5 to under 10 
hours 

16,700 2,000 21.6 2.13 64,000! 14,200! 9.2! 1.99! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

10 to under 20 
hours 

16,700 1,900 21.5 2.16 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

20 to under 35 
hours 

9,300 1,500 12.0 1.85 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

35 to under 169 
hours 

4,000 700 5.2 0.93 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

8,100 1,600 10.5 1.69 419,000 47,400 60.4 4.36 2,110,000 121,000 94.5 0.98 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. DK/REF/Missing includes don't 
know (-1), missing (.), and those with data quality issue of reporting >169 hours. 
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Table B8. Hours Spent on Activity Outside of Direct Care per Week for Non-relationship Based Home-based Providers, by Provider Type 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 14.7 0.83  5.2 0.65  9.9! 3.81!  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 5.4 0.51  0.9 .b  1.0! .b!  

50 percentile/Median 10.2 0.61  4.2 0.71  4.9! 1.61!  

75 percentile 18.4 1.04  7.3 1.06  10.8! 8.25!  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 700! 1.0! 0.34! — — — — — — 

Total frequency, including 
DK/REF/Missing* 

69,200 100.0 0.00 275,000 100.0 0.00 124,000! 100.0! 0.00! 

Number of Providers Reporting Outside 
Hours 

68,500 99.0 0.34 275,000 100.0 0.00 124,000! 100.0! 0.00! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

* Question asked of non-relationship based providers only 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. 
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Table B9. Location of Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Provider’s 
home 

75,200 4,900 97.3 0.63 460,000 49,400 66.3 4.55 1,710,000 103,000 76.3 2.71 

Child's own 
home 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 105,000! 26,600! 15.1! 3.54! 264,000 53,100 11.8 2.19 

Somewhere 
else 

1,100 300 1.5 0.40 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Location varies 400! 100! 0.5! 0.14! 127,000! 31,100! 18.3! 3.99! 249,000 47,700 11.2 1.98 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B10. Summary Statistics for Provider Weekly Revenue from ECE for Providers Who Reported Income from Childcare in 2011 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 563.8 34.84  146.3 19.90  30.8 14.30  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 187.9 25.97  19.5 5.92  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 459.6 34.21  61.1 12.40  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 769.2 44.53  160.5 30.46  9.4 .b  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency* 26,700 34.9 2.30 86,000! 15.1! 3.44! 45,400! 25.6! 6.64! 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 76,400 100.0 0.00 568,000 100.0 0.00 177,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of providers reporting weekly 
revenue 

49,700 65.1 2.30 482,000 84.9 3.44 132,000 74.4 6.64 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

* It is possible for providers to report 0 total weekly revenue. This table does not exclude 0s and summarizes revenue numbers as reported. 

** This includes providers for whom DK/REF to report weekly income, providers for whom income period was missing (and therefore, could not 
determine annual revenue), and listed unpaid providers 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  
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Table B11. Of Providers Who Received Income from Caring for Children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Listed 

 
Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment Summary of Income Received in 2011 

  

A. Of providers that 
received income from 
childcare in 2011 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile Median 

75th 
Percentile Mean 

Standard 
Error of 
Mean  

Mean of 
Ratio of 

payment-
by-type to 

total 
childcare 
income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

49,700 4,200 100  10356.7 23874.0 39877.9 29353.8 1622.87   

Type of Income 
Received Out of 
Providers Who Reported 
Some Income from 
Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 40,100 3,700 81.7 1.99 6485.2 19768.1 29979.4 23474.7 1586.68 0.73 0.020 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

32,600 3,000 66.4 2.72 2999.4 5963.7 11824.0 11773.5 1108.92 0.44 0.030 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

2,100 500 4.3 1.10 5286.4 11229.0 18263.9 12914.2 1741.40 0.42 0.074 

Other Types of Income 2,200 500 4.5 0.97 2703.7 9603.3 12409.7 11837.8 1835.92 0.42 0.045 

Source: NSECE home-based provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up. 

Note: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information. 

Note: “Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that type 
are included.  
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Table B12. Of Providers Who Received Income from Caring for children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Unlisted 
Paid 

 Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment Summary of Income Received in 2011   

A. Of providers that 
received income from 
childcare in 2011 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile Median  

75th 
Percentile Mean 

Standard 
Error of 
Mean  

Mean of 
Ratio of 

payment-
by-type to 

total 
childcare 
income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

482,000 51,300 100  1699.4 4123.2 9537.6 7634.3 794.64   

Type of Income Received 
Out of Providers Who 
Reported Some Income 
from Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 348,000 39,100 72.2 4.63 1494.4 3118.4 7940.6 6617.2 727.23 0.92 0.021 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

79,000 16,900 16.4 3.36 2434.6 5165.7 9592.4 9997.8 2331.26 0.74! 0.086! 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other Types of Income ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE home-based provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information. 

Note: “Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that type 
are included.  
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Table B13. Ratio of Payments Received from Parents to Total Program Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.73 0.020  0.92 0.021  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile          

50 percentile/Median 0.85 0.029  0.98 0.102  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 1.00 0.012  0.99 0.102  ‡ ‡  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

38,800 100.0 0.00 327,000 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 

 

Table B14. Ratio of Reimbursements Received from Governmental Agencies to Total Program Income 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.44 0.030  0.74! 0.086!  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.13 0.018  0.32! .b!  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.30 0.043  0.95! 0.117!  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.80 0.083  0.99! 0.098!  ‡ ‡  
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 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

31,800 100.0 0.00 76,700! 100.0! 0.00! ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 

 

Table B15. Ratio of Payments Received from Other Individuals or Groups to Total Program Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.42 0.074  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.18 0.033  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.39 0.108  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.56 0.175  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

2,100 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 
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Table B16. Ratio of ‘Other’ Types of Income to Total Program Income only for Providers Who Received ‘Other’ Types of Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.42 0.045  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.14 0.058  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.33 0.059  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.71 0.166  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

2,100 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 
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Table B17. Presence of Paid Assistants, among Non-relationship Based Providers 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes 32,100 2,900 41.5 2.51 82,300! 21,400! 11.9! 2.86! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No 35,700 2,500 46.2 2.48 189,000 33,300 27.2 4.04 84,200! 18,500! 3.8! 0.83! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

8,100 1,600 10.5 1.69 419,000 47,400 60.4 4.36 2,110,000 121,000 94.5 0.98 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table B18. Estimated Age of Provider Based on Year of Birth 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 18-29 
(Born 1983-
1994 ) 

2,200 400 2.9 0.48 162,000 33,900 23.3 4.21 303,000 46,700 13.6 1.89 

Age 30-39 
(Born 1973-
1982) 

17,800 2,300 23.0 2.26 97,400 20,100 14.0 2.51 193,000 33,000 8.6 1.43 

Age 40-49 
(Born 1963-
1972) 

22,600 2,400 29.2 2.38 145,000 29,200 20.9 3.51 272,000 38,300 12.2 1.71 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 50-59 
(Born 1953-
1962) 

18,600 1,800 24.0 2.09 188,000 31,500 27.0 4.04 532,000 56,000 23.8 2.13 

Age 60+ (Born 
1952 or earlier) 

9,400 1,200 12.1 1.37 92,900 16,400 13.4 2.38 896,000 84,600 40.1 2.76 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B19. Current Marital Status 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Never married, 
not living with a 
partner 

4,300 800 5.6 0.97 164,000 30,600 23.7 3.74 394,000 48,700 17.6 1.88 

Married or living 
with a partner 

56,400 4,300 72.9 2.07 372,000 45,100 53.6 4.21 1,270,000 98,900 56.6 2.83 

Separated, 
divorced, or 
widowed 

13,800 1,400 17.9 1.72 154,000 28,500 22.2 3.73 558,000 50,600 25.0 2.04 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B20. Total Household Income in 2011  

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 49150.2 1582.64  40490.7 4679.05  48642.5 3368.62  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 24808.8 1388.52  13192.7 2352.87  14884.0 1352.76  

50 percentile/Median 44121.8 2582.30  25238.2 2005.59  39101.1 3733.44  

75 percentile 69359.7 3379.47  59199.9 6888.91  68039.6 4598.51  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 25,700 33.3 2.38 195,000 28.1 3.86 627,000 28.1 2.17 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 77,300 100.0 0.00 694,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers who 
received childcare income 

51,600 66.7 2.38 498,000 71.9 3.86 1,610,000 71.9 2.17 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

 

Table B21. Share of 2011 Household Income from Providing Child Care Services 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

All 16,000 1,900 20.7 1.95 80,800! 18,400! 11.6! 2.58! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Almost all 7,700 1,000 10.0 1.15 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

More than half 5,200 700 6.7 0.95 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

About half 8,500 900 11.0 1.15 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Less than half 18,000 1,900 23.2 1.76 107,000! 27,600! 15.4! 3.52! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Very little 11,800 1,600 15.2 1.59 259,000 37,500 37.4 3.83 79,100! 22,500! 3.5! 0.98! 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

None 900! 200! 1.1! 0.28! 125,000 24,900 18.1 3.35 2,060,000 117,000 92.1 1.27 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B22. Provider Currently Has another Job that is for Pay in Addition to Caring for Children, Whether Work in One's Own or a Family 
Business 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Yes 10,900 1,400 14.1 1.50 278,000 42,700 40.1 4.01 978,000 83,700 43.8 2.79 

No 62,000 4,400 80.3 2.16 405,000 39,200 58.4 3.97 1,250,000 92,500 55.9 2.79 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B23. Type of Health Insurance or Health Insurance Coverage 

 
Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

No coverage of 
any type 

16,200 2,000 21.0 1.94 176,000 30,800 25.4 3.81 415,000 49,900 18.6 2.07 

Private health 
insurance plan 
through 
workplace, 
employer, and 
other insurance 
types 

29,700 3,200 38.5 2.83 199,000 33,600 28.7 3.83 723,000 61,700 32.4 2.17 

Private health 
insurance, not 
through employer 

16,100 1,600 20.9 1.83 59,600! 19,200! 8.6! 2.58! 243,000 41,100 10.9 1.64 

Public insurance, 
including 
Medicaid, 
Medicare, or 
Military health 
care/VA or 
CHAMPUS/TRIC
ARE/CHAMP-VA  

5,900 700 7.7 0.91 154,000 27,300 22.3 3.58 501,000 51,000 22.4 2.05 

Other insurance 
or combination of 
other insurance 
types 

4,900 600 6.4 0.80 89,900! 18,700! 13.0! 2.50! 336,000 49,900 15.0 1.96 

Total of all HB 
providers 

77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B24. Highest Educational Level Attained 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

High school or 
less 

25,100 2,500 32.5 2.42 357,000 45,700 51.5 4.54 1,010,000 78,800 45.1 2.76 

Some college, 
no degree 

25,800 2,100 33.4 2.24 154,000 26,500 22.2 3.18 502,000 60,400 22.5 2.36 

AA degree 12,100 1,900 15.7 2.01 46,700! 12,700! 6.7! 1.84! 263,000 42,200 11.8 1.78 

Bachelor's 
degree or 
higher 

11,400 1,500 14.8 1.57 129,000! 27,900! 18.7! 3.56! 454,000 59,400 20.3 2.29 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B25. Type of Major for Providers with Postsecondary Education (PSE) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

PSE ECE 
majors 

21,200 2,100 27.4 2.34 72,100! 21,800! 10.4! 2.92! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE ECE-
related majors 

5,200 1,100 6.7 1.35 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ — — — — 

PSE Other 
majors 

17,600 2,000 22.8 2.02 73,300! 20,900! 10.6! 2.85! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE Major 
Unknown 

5,400 1,000 7.0 1.14 170,000 26,500 24.5 3.23 1,150,000 92,200 51.3 2.70 

No college 
credit/degree 
(Not PSE) 

25,100 2,500 32.5 2.42 357,000 45,700 51.5 4.54 1,010,000 78,800 45.1 2.76 



Characteristics of Home-based Providers of ECE MARCH 2016 

 

Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) Page | 77 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B26. Has State Certification or Endorsement for Early Care and Education/School-age Care, such as a Certificate from the State or a 
Child Development Associate (CDA) Certificate (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
certification 

28,200 2,200 36.5 2.12 56,700! 14,800! 8.2! 2.11! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, does not 
have 
certification 

38,100 2,900 49.3 2.19 215,000 35,400 30.9 3.92 118,000! 22,200! 5.3! 0.97! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

8,100 1,600 10.5 1.69 419,000 47,400 60.4 4.36 2,110,000 121,000 94.5 0.98 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table B27. Number of Years Caring for Children Less than 13 Years Old (Other than One’s Own) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

1 year or less 1,300! 700! 1.6! 0.90! 107,000! 25,400! 15.5! 3.20! 193,000 41,900 8.6 1.76 

More than 1 to 
5 years 

9,500 1,300 12.3 1.51 139,000 29,700 20.1 3.68 527,000 58,300 23.6 2.25 

More than 5 to 
10 years 

16,800 2,300 21.7 2.52 146,000 23,900 21.1 3.15 724,000 73,600 32.4 2.71 

More than 10 to 
20 years 

28,900 2,800 37.4 2.23 204,000 32,100 29.4 3.81 422,000 42,600 18.9 1.80 

More than 20 
years 

18,400 2,100 23.8 2.53 90,400! 21,600! 13.0! 2.99! 345,000 40,600 15.4 1.58 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

  



Characteristics of Home-based Providers of ECE MARCH 2016 

 

Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) Page | 79 

Table B28. Provider Has Ever Worked in a Center (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
worked in a 
center 

25,900 2,100 33.6 2.31 158,000 30,100 22.8 3.57 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, has 
never worked 
in a center 

40,900 3,100 52.9 2.08 107,000 23,900 15.4 3.22 90,900! 20,500! 4.1! 0.92! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

8,100 1,600 10.5 1.69 419,000 47,400 60.4 4.36 2,110,000 121,000 94.5 0.98 

Total 
77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B29. Number of Additional Years to Care for Children Who Are Not the Providers' Own, Whether at Providers or at Child’s Home 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

0-1 years 3,000 700 3.9 0.79 104,000! 24,400! 15.0! 3.12! 164,000 25,600 7.3 1.11 

2-4 years 12,500 1,700 16.2 1.77 127,000! 22,500! 18.3! 2.91! 261,000 40,800 11.7 1.70 

5-9 years 16,800 1,800 21.8 1.75 113,000! 27,100! 16.2! 3.47! 469,000 58,100 21.0 2.38 

10 or more 
years 

32,700 2,600 42.3 2.94 210,000 32,200 30.3 3.98 798,000 73,400 35.7 2.63 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table B30. Primary Reason for Looking after Children, Detailed Categories: Number and Share of Home-based Teachers and Caregivers 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Career-related 36,400 2,400 47.1 2.27 155,000 28,500 22.3 3.47 190,000 28,700 8.5 1.23 

Help 
children/parents 

13,800 1,800 17.8 1.82 407,000 44,600 58.7 4.14 1,970,000 113,000 88.4 1.41 

Earn money 6,000 1,400 7.8 1.63 83,600! 22,600! 12.1! 3.03! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Convenient 
work 
arrangement 

16,100 2,300 20.8 2.42 45,100! 14,200! 6.5! 1.92! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total 77,300 5,000 100.0 0.00 694,000 63,000 100.0 0.00 2,230,000 124,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving at least one school-age child, kindergarten and up.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 
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Table Group C: Serving Any Children Birth to Age 13 years  

Table C1. Number of Children Regularly Cared-for 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error   

Mean 
8.3 0.29  3.6 0.20  1.9 0.06  

Quartiles 
         

25 percentile 4.5 0.19  0.9 .b  0.5 .b  

50 percentile/Median 6.8 0.24  1.9 0.12  1.0 0.05  

75 percentile 9.7 0.29  4.3 0.46  1.9 0.05  

  
Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 
‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 86,900! 2.2! 0.52! 

Total frequency, including 

DK/REF/Missing 121,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 100.0 0.00 

 
121,000 99.9 0.03 1,070,000 96.1 1.99 3,850,000 97.8 0.52 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are 
included in 'Total' row. 
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Table C2. Number of Regularly Cared-for Children for Whom Provider Receives Payments 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 7.7 0.26  2.9 0.19  0.0 0.00  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 4.2 0.17  0.5 .b  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 6.5 0.23  1.4 0.12  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 9.4 0.30  3.0 0.24  0.0 .b  

          

 Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 1,200! 1.0! 0.32! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 121,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of providers reporting number of 
regular, paid children under care 

120,000 99.0 0.32 1,070,000 95.9 1.27 3,930,000 99.8 0.15 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table C3. Provider Has a Prior Personal Relationship with All Children under Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Prior-
relationship-
based 

12,200 1,900 10.1 1.42 705,000 59,100 63.4 3.41 3,790,000 187,000 96.5 0.62 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-prior- 
relationship-
based 

109,000 6,300 89.9 1.42 407,000 47,800 36.6 3.41 140,000! 24,100! 3.5! 0.62! 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. Note: Sum maybe missing b/c some may not be age-determined). DK/REF/missing not reported in its own 
row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C4. Percentage of Regularly Cared-for Children with a Prior Personal Relationship to Provider 

 Listed Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 
Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean/ 

Quintiles 

Standard 

Error  

Mean 25.8 1.74  72.2 2.74  97.4 0.52  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.0 .b  32.1 .b  84.5 .b  

50 percentile/Median 5.9 .b  93.0 10.97  89.7 .b  

75 percentile 43.8 4.90  96.5 10.97  94.8 .b  

          

 
Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 

Error of 

Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 3,700 3.1 0.51 66,200! 6.0! 2.10! 281,000 7.1 0.98 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 121,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Regular care takes place at least five hours per week. Column percent is just within panel. 
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Table C5. Hours Provider Cared for Children Last Week or Last Usual Week 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

20 or fewer 
hours 

3,600 800 3.0 0.59 243,000 39,000 21.9 3.14 1,510,000 114,000 38.3 2.01 

21 to 35 hours 4,100 1,000 3.4 0.76 188,000 32,900 16.9 2.70 742,000 80,900 18.9 1.69 

36 to 40 hours 2,300 500 1.9 0.42 45,400! 11,300! 4.1! 1.04! 149,000 30,900 3.8 0.75 

More than 40 
hours 

98,600 6,200 81.5 1.67 367,000 40,700 33.0 2.88 936,000 78,600 23.8 1.92 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table C6. Total Weekly Hours Caring for Children 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 56.1 0.66  38.0 1.81  32.2 1.47  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 49.8 0.61  17.8 2.06  10.8 0.55  

50 percentile/Median 53.7 0.60  34.3 3.13  22.5 1.14  

75 percentile 59.7 0.62  51.7 1.29  44.0 2.28  

          

  

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency* 12,400 10.3 1.11 268,000 24.1 3.09 601,000 15.3 1.41 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 121,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers 
reporting open hours 

109,000 89.7 1.11 844,000 75.9 3.09 3,330,000 84.7 1.41 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

* This includes larger, non-relationship based providers who were not asked to provide their schedule of caring for children 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  
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Table C7. Weekly Hours Spent on ECE-related Activities Outside of Direct Care 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-prior-
relationship-
based providers 

            

Less than 1 hour 1,400! 300! 1.1! 0.27! 88,200! 27,100! 7.9! 2.32! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

1 to under 5 hours 20,100 1,700 16.6 1.22 145,000 26,600 13.0 2.16 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

5 to under 10 
hours 

24,800 2,200 20.5 1.72 81,100! 15,800! 7.3! 1.39! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

10 to under 20 
hours 

28,600 3,300 23.7 2.11 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

20 to under 35 
hours 

12,900 1,600 10.7 1.17 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

35 to under 169 
hours 

5,500 800 4.5 0.66 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

12,200 1,900 10.1 1.42 705,000 59,100 63.4 3.41 3,790,000 187,000 96.5 0.62 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. DK/REF/Missing includes don't 
know (-1), missing (.), and those with data quality issue of reporting >169 hours. 
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Table C8. Hours Spent on Activity Outside of Direct Care per Week for Non-relationship Based Home-based Providers, by Provider Type  

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 14.0 0.57  5.6 0.76  9.5! 3.57!  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 5.1 0.23  0.9 .b  1.0! .b!  

50 percentile/Median 10.2 0.58  3.7 0.56  4.9! 1.60!  

75 percentile 17.8 0.63  6.8 0.94  9.1! 7.44!  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 1,000! 0.9! 0.29! ‡ ‡ ‡ — — — 

Total frequency, including 
DK/REF/Missing* 

109,000 100.0 0.00 407,000 100.0 0.00 140,000! 100.0! 0.00! 

Number of Providers Reporting Outside 
Hours 

108,000 99.1 0.29 406,000 100.0 0.04 140,000! 100.0! 0.00! 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Question asked of non-relationship based providers only 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table C9. Location of Care 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Provider’s 
home 

117,000 6,900 96.9 0.58 754,000 61,700 67.8 3.56 3,070,000 150,000 78.1 2.09 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Child's own 
home 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 199,000 36,800 17.9 3.02 440,000 62,800 11.2 1.48 

Somewhere 
else 

2,600 600 2.1 0.47 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Location varies 500! 100! 0.4! 0.12! 150,000! 32,600! 13.5! 2.74! 399,000 77,900 10.1 1.80 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C10. Summary Statistics for Provider Weekly Revenue from ECE for Providers who Reported Income from Childcare in 2011 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 549.4 27.93  128.2 13.00  26.6 9.57  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 191.4 19.69  14.0 4.35  0.0 .b  

50 percentile/Median 423.1 24.44  56.7 9.76  0.0 .b  

75 percentile 748.9 39.40  145.4 19.80  9.5 .b  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency** 42,300 35.7 1.79 143,000 15.2 2.90 76,100! 27.0! 5.57! 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing, 
of providers receiving childcare income 

119,000 100.0 0.00 943,000 100.0 0.00 282,000 100.0 0.00 
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Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

Frequency of providers reporting weekly 
revenue 

76,300 64.3 1.79 799,000 84.8 2.90 205,000 73.0 5.57 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

* It is possible for providers to report 0 total weekly revenue. This table does not exclude 0s and summarizes revenue numbers as reported. 

** This includes providers for whom DK/REF to report weekly income, providers for whom income period was missing (and therefore, could not 
determine annual revenue), and listed unpaid providers 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table C11. Of Providers Who Received Income from Caring for Children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Listed 

 Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment Summary of Income Received in 2011   

Of providers that 
received income from 
childcare in 2011 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile Median 

75th 
Percentile Mean 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean 

Mean of 
Ratio of 

Payment-
by-Type to 

Total 
Childcare 
Income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

76,300 5,300 100  10996.3 21960.7 39440.9 28742.0 1407.23   

Type of Income Received 
Out of Providers Who 
Reported Some Income 
from Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 62,500 4,700 83.3 1.69 7009.7 18868.4 31179.2 23820.4 1427.36 0.77 0.016 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

45,600 3,800 60.7 2.22 2929.5 5940.9 11610.8 11139.9 947.91 0.42 0.026 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

2,700 600 3.6 0.83 3590.4 9723.3 17955.3 12659.8 1728.81 0.44 0.074 

Other Types of Income 3,700 600 4.9 0.83 4098.0 9661.9 13910.5 12515.7 1687.54 0.46 0.047 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Notes: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information. “Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that 
type are included.  
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Table C12. Of Providers Who Received Income from Caring for Children in 2011, Types of Income Received and Payment Amounts, Unlisted 
Paid 

 Frequency of Providers Receiving Payment Summary of Income Received   

A. Of providers that 

received income from 

childcare in 2011 

Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 
Count of 
Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Percentage 
of 

Providers 
Receiving 
Payment 

Standard 
Error of 

Percentage 
Receiving 
Payment 

25th 
Percentile  Median  

75th 
Percentile  Mean 

Standard 
Error of 
Mean  

Mean of 
Ratio of 

payment-
by-type to 

total 
childcare 
income 

Standard 
Error of 

Mean Ratio 

Received any income 
from childcare 

799,000 64,000 100  1199.8 3861.1 8370.3 6731.5 545.71   

Type of Income Received 
Out of Providers Who 
Reported Some Income 
from Childcare in 2011: 

           

Payments by Parents 599,000 53,400 75.0 3.22 1212.3 3683.1 6897.5 6130.7 534.14 0.92 0.025 

Reimbursements from 
Governmental Agencies 

100,000 17,400 12.6 2.17 2362.5 4467.2 9097.6 9317.0 1881.93 0.75 0.068 

Payments from Other 
Individuals or Groups 

‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Other Types of Income 77,200! 22,500! 9.7! 2.62! 1876.2! 2876.9! 5415.2! 5150.6! 1007.70! 0.69! 0.080! 

Source: NSECE home-based provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 
Note: Providers reporting that at least some of their 2011 household income came from taking care of children and who reported at least some income 
information.  

Note: “Types of Income Received’ categories are not mutually exclusive. For income percentiles, only those who reported positive income for that type 
are included.  
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Table C13. Ratio of Payments Received from Parents to Total Program Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.77 0.016  0.92 0.025  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.60 0.047  0.97 0.132  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.91 0.023  0.98 0.132  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 1.00 0.010  0.99 0.132  ‡ ‡  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

60,200 100.0 0.00 542,000 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 

 

Table C14. Ratio of Reimbursements Received from Governmental Agencies to Total Program Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.42 0.026  0.75 0.068  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.12 0.017  0.39 0.198  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.27 0.039  0.98 0.080  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.77 0.076  0.99 0.080  ‡ ‡  
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 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

  

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

44,700 100.0 0.00 94,200 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 

 

Table C15. Ratio of Payments Received from Other Individuals or Groups to Total Program Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.44 0.074  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.14 0.039  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.38 0.103  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.72 0.157  ‡ ‡  ‡ ‡  

 
         

  

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

2,700 100.0 0.00 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 
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Table C16. Ratio of ‘Other’ Types of Income to Total Program Income Only for Providers Who Received ‘Other’ Types of Income 

 Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 0.46 0.047  0.69! 0.080!  ‡ ‡  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 0.15 0.048  0.43! 0.146!  ‡ ‡  

50 percentile/Median 0.33 0.073  0.67! 0.129!  ‡ ‡  

75 percentile 0.77 0.133  0.96! 0.106!  ‡ ‡  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Number of providers who reported 
receiving payments from parents* 

3,400 100.0 0.00 56,000! 100.0! 0.00! ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

* Ratios that are larger than 100% are omitted 

Notes: Only those who had payment ratios from 0 to 1 are included. Out of range values are excluded. 
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Table C17. Presence of Paid Assistants, among Non-relationship Based Providers 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes 46,800 3,900 38.7 2.12 112,000 23,800 10.1 2.07 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No 59,700 3,800 49.4 1.95 291,000 41,700 26.2 3.18 97,900! 19,800! 2.5! 0.51! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

12,200 1,900 10.1 1.42 705,000 59,100 63.4 3.41 3,790,000 187,000 96.5 0.62 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel.  

 

Table C18. Estimated Age of Provider Based on Year of Birth 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 18-29 
(Born 1983-
1994 ) 

3,900 600 3.2 0.47 249,000 39,400 22.4 3.10 552,000 65,800 14.0 1.49 

Age 30-39 
(Born 1973-
1982) 

27,300 4,000 22.6 2.44 210,000 36,000 18.9 2.75 311,000 43,200 7.9 1.06 

Age 40-49 
(Born 1963-
1972) 

32,500 2,300 26.9 1.59 207,000 31,100 18.6 2.52 568,000 55,400 14.4 1.37 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Age 50-59 
(Born 1953-
1962) 

29,000 2,200 24.0 1.73 267,000 34,900 24.1 2.78 1,010,000 85,500 25.7 1.70 

Age 60+ (Born 
1952 or earlier) 

17,500 1,800 14.5 1.24 160,000 24,500 14.4 2.25 1,430,000 110,000 36.3 2.02 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C19. Current Marital Status 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Never married, 
not living with a 
partner 

6,700 1,100 5.5 0.81 263,000 41,700 23.7 3.10 656,000 68,200 16.7 1.46 

Married or living 
with a partner 

87,500 6,100 72.3 1.91 625,000 55,300 56.2 3.33 2,320,000 140,000 59.0 1.96 

Separated, 
divorced, or 
widowed 

22,700 2,100 18.8 1.66 217,000 30,800 19.5 2.72 932,000 67,600 23.7 1.49 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined). 
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Table C20. Total Household Income in 2011 

 
Listed  Unlisted Paid  Unlisted Unpaid  

 Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean/ 
Quintiles 

Standard 
Error  

Mean 50637.0 1467.56  42616.0 4911.76  52219.1 2861.70  

Quartiles          

25 percentile 24694.1 1270.07  12887.3 1245.05  16893.2 1329.29  

50 percentile/Median 44795.2 2515.76  25762.0 1709.63  39366.9 2601.84  

75 percentile 69820.9 2554.14  59236.1 5062.38  70976.9 4353.30  

          

 

Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent Frequency Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

DK/REF/Missing Frequency 39,800 32.8 1.92 302,000 27.1 3.05 1,130,000 28.7 1.92 

Total frequency, including DK/REF/Missing 121,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 100.0 0.00 

Frequency of home-based providers who 
received childcare income 

81,300 67.2 1.92 810,000 72.9 3.05 2,810,000 71.3 1.92 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. 

 

Table C21. Share of 2011 Household Income from Providing Child Care Services 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

All 24,400 2,200 20.2 1.53 107,000 21,400 9.7 1.86 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Almost all 10,900 1,300 9.0 0.97 51,300! 17,400! 4.6! 1.53! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

More than half 7,900 1,000 6.5 0.70 31,300! 8,600! 2.8! 0.78! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

About half 13,500 1,200 11.1 0.83 83,000! 22,200! 7.5! 1.94! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Less than half 28,500 2,500 23.6 1.52 152,000 29,500 13.7 2.44 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Very little 19,200 2,100 15.8 1.36 457,000 50,800 41.1 3.26 124,000 25,000 3.1 0.62 

None 2,400 400 2.0 0.37 169,000 29,900 15.2 2.57 3,650,000 180,000 92.8 0.88 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined). DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C22. Provider Currently Has another Job that Is for Pay in Addition to Caring for Children, Whether Work in One's Own or a Family 
Business 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Yes 16,300 1,800 13.5 1.21 352,000 42,900 31.6 3.11 1,820,000 129,000 46.2 2.13 

No 98,400 6,200 81.3 1.69 741,000 58,600 66.6 3.08 2,110,000 122,000 53.5 2.11 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table C23. Type of Health Insurance or Health Insurance Coverage 

 
Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

No coverage of 
any type 

24,000 2,200 19.8 1.52 277,000 40,400 24.9 3.20 735,000 68,600 18.7 1.65 

Private health 
insurance plan 
through 
workplace, 
employer, and 
other insurance 
types 

46,200 3,900 38.1 1.91 319,000 39,300 28.7 2.95 1,300,000 97,900 33.1 1.98 

Private health 
insurance, not 
through employer 

24,800 2,500 20.5 1.60 106,000 25,200 9.5 2.13 446,000 73,400 11.3 1.62 

Public insurance, 
including 
Medicaid, 
Medicare, or 
Military health 
care/VA or 
CHAMPUS/TRIC
ARE/CHAMP-VA  

11,400 1,500 9.4 1.23 251,000 33,500 22.6 2.73 844,000 65,200 21.5 1.50 

Other insurance 
or combination of 
other insurance 
types 

8,300 1,000 6.8 0.74 136,000 25,800 12.2 2.17 582,000 71,400 14.8 1.61 

Total of all HB 
providers 

121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

Notes: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table C24. Highest Educational Level Attained 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

High school or 
less 

40,200 3,100 33.2 1.96 541,000 53,800 48.7 3.52 1,750,000 110,000 44.4 2.07 

Some college, 
no degree 

39,400 3,100 32.6 1.72 274,000 36,900 24.7 2.72 892,000 81,900 22.7 1.65 

AA degree 18,500 2,300 15.3 1.47 103,000! 22,700! 9.3! 2.03! 483,000 56,200 12.3 1.35 

Bachelor's 
degree or 
higher 

18,600 1,900 15.4 1.28 185,000 31,000 16.6 2.58 796,000 79,600 20.2 1.68 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C25. Type of Major for Providers with Postsecondary Education (PSE) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

PSE ECE 
majors 

31,500 2,800 26.0 1.80 94,100! 22,900! 8.5! 1.99! ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE ECE-
related majors 

8,500 1,300 7.1 0.95 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

PSE Other 
majors 

27,600 2,500 22.8 1.55 124,000 27,500 11.1 2.32 60,800! 16,300! 1.5! 0.41! 

PSE Major 
Unknown 

8,900 1,400 7.4 1.00 322,000 38,300 29.0 2.92 2,090,000 138,000 53.1 2.05 

No college 
credit/degree 
(Not PSE) 

40,200 3,100 33.2 1.96 541,000 53,800 48.7 3.52 1,750,000 110,000 44.4 2.07 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined). 

 

Table C26. Has State Certification or Endorsement for Early Care and Education/School-age Care, Such as a Certificate from the State or a 
Child Development Associate (CDA) Certificate (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
certification 

45,800 2,800 37.9 1.73 79,000 16,100 7.1 1.44 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, does not 
have 
certification 

58,400 4,700 48.2 2.15 324,000 43,600 29.2 3.19 134,000! 24,000! 3.4! 0.61! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

12,200 1,900 10.1 1.42 705,000 59,100 63.4 3.41 3,790,000 187,000 96.5 0.62 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Note: DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 
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Table C27. Number of Years Caring for Children Less than 13 Years Old (Other than One’s Own) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

1 year or less 1,900! 700! 1.6! 0.61! 189,000 33,000 17.0 2.70 447,000 53,400 11.4 1.24 

More than 1 to 
5 years 

16,700 2,200 13.8 1.42 269,000 42,000 24.2 3.18 1,450,000 113,000 37.0 2.03 

More than 5 to 
10 years 

25,000 3,100 20.7 2.06 241,000 34,400 21.7 2.77 874,000 78,200 22.2 1.71 

More than 10 to 
20 years 

42,600 3,000 35.2 1.66 271,000 35,000 24.4 2.80 553,000 52,500 14.1 1.32 

More than 20 
years 

31,100 2,700 25.7 2.04 131,000 23,200 11.8 2.05 570,000 56,600 14.5 1.22 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined). 
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Table C28. Provider Has Ever Worked in a Center (Asked of Non-relationship Based Providers Only) 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Non-
relationship 
based providers 

            

Yes, has 
worked in a 
center 

41,800 3,300 34.5 2.05 223,000 36,600 20.1 2.84 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

No, has 
never worked 
in a center 

63,600 4,400 52.6 1.79 174,000 29,000 15.6 2.46 101,000! 22,400! 2.6! 0.57! 

Prior-
relationship-
based providers 

12,200 1,900 10.1 1.42 705,000 59,100 63.4 3.41 3,790,000 187,000 96.5 0.62 

Total 
121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n.!  

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. 

 

Table C29. Number of Additional Years to Care for Children Who are Not the Providers' Own, Whether at Providers or at Child’s Home 

  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

0-1 years 6,200 1,000 5.1 0.79 169,000 30,200 15.2 2.49 336,000 42,600 8.5 1.03 

2-4 years 19,800 2,400 16.4 1.64 234,000 37,100 21.1 2.91 585,000 59,900 14.9 1.29 

5-9 years 26,400 2,400 21.8 1.21 170,000 30,200 15.3 2.55 634,000 68,200 16.1 1.49 

10 or more 
years 

50,000 3,500 41.3 2.17 304,000 38,400 27.3 3.12 1,430,000 95,400 36.3 1.94 
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  Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

Notes: Column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined) 

 

Table C30. Primary Reason for Looking after Children, Detailed Categories: Number and Share of Home-based Teachers and Caregivers 

 Listed Unlisted Paid Unlisted Unpaid 

 
Weighted 

Frequency 
Standard 

Error 
Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Weighted 
Frequency 

Standard 
Error 

Column 
Percent 

Standard 
Error of 
Percent 

Career-related 57,700 3,900 47.7 1.78 213,000 31,200 19.2 2.48 314,000 39,100 8.0 0.94 

Help 
children/parents 

21,900 2,400 18.1 1.44 653,000 57,400 58.8 3.32 3,480,000 170,000 88.4 1.22 

Earn money 10,000 1,500 8.3 1.26 152,000 28,800 13.7 2.38 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Convenient 
work 
arrangement 

23,800 2,600 19.7 1.73 87,900! 17,200! 7.9! 1.51! 74,900! 20,700! 1.9! 0.51! 

Other ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ 

Total 121,000 7,000 100.0 0.00 1,110,000 74,600 100.0 0.00 3,930,000 189,000 100.0 0.00 

Source: NSECE Home-based Provider questionnaire, providers serving any children birth to age 13 years.  

! Interpret data with caution due to small n. 

‡ Value suppressed due to small n. 

Notes: column percent is just within panel. DK/REF/missing not reported in its own row, but are included in 'Total' row. Sum maybe missing b/c some 
may not be age-determined). 

 


	Number and Characteristics of Early Care and Education (ECE) Teachers and Caregivers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE)
	Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education 
	Overview 
	Introduction: Purpose and Approach  
	DATA 
	CHARACTERISTICS OF HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 
	AGE 
	MARITAL STATUS 
	HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
	OTHER PAID EMPLOYMENT 
	HEALTH INSURANCE 
	EDUCATION 
	RECENT TRAINING AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
	EXPERIENCE CARING FOR CHILDREN 
	YEARS EXPECT TO CARE FOR CHILDREN 
	MOTIVATION AND PERCEIVED RESPONSIBILITY 
	CHARACTERISTICS OF CARE PROVIDED IN HOME-BASED ECE  
	NUMBER OF PROVIDERS AND CHILDREN 
	PRIOR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
	HOURS RELATED TO CHILD CARE 
	LOCATION 
	REVENUE FROM CHILD CARE 
	PAID ASSISTANTS 
	Conclusion 
	LISTED HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 
	UNLISTED UNPAID HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 
	UNLISTED PAID HOME-BASED PROVIDERS 
	References 
	Appendix I: Detailed Tables 




