
The needs of Southeast Asian young women  

 

Banteay Srei works directly with young Southeast Asian (SEA) women in Oakland. Many SEA 

refugees in Oakland are still coping with the tragedies of war and genocide in their homeland, 

having survived extreme trauma in the form of physical violence, loss of loved ones, and rape 

and/or sexual violence. It is common for SEA refugees to never fully discuss their trauma with 

others, which leads to a form of intergenerational trauma that affects their children, many of 

whom also face physical and sexual violence in their lives. Sexual assault and commercial sexual 

exploitation is also particularly rampant in Oakland, California. The Oakland Police Department 

recently identified nearly 300 children under the age of 18 that were being sexually exploited by 

at least 155 pimp/sex traffickers in Oakland. Thus, the service we provide to the community is 

unique and critical. The needs of SEA young women are great and we are trying our best to 

respond to them. Please support our work; https://www.banteaysrei.org/ 
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