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Working Together for a Better Beginning

"I want to focus on the next five years, ten years, and beyond. I want to focus on our future.
The bipartisan reform of No Child Left Behind was an important start, and together, we’ve increased early childhood education… In the coming years, we should build on that progress... “
                                                                    -- President Obama, January 2016,  State of the Union Address                                         

	Early Childhood Development
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Development
Mary E. Switzer Building, 330 C Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20201

	April  19, 2016                                                                                                                                           VOLUME 4, NUMBER 4


	 
Have you been to our website recently?
Learn more about the Office of Early Childhood Development and click here. 
Check out these ACF blogs 
The ACF blog — The Family Room — talks about new initiatives at the agency, success stories and policy announcements.
Impact of Lead Exposure in Very Young Children
Children at higher risk for lead exposure are often poor, members of racial-ethnic minority groups, and recent immigrants.
Building a Lasting Foundation for High Quality Early Learning Opportunities for Infants and Toddlers through Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships
New report provides key highlights about the program, our grantees, and the early successes and lessons learned from the first year of implementation of partnerships.

Enhancing the Cultural Responsiveness of Social Services
The Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation launches a discussion series on serving diverse children and families.

Helping Native Communities Help Themselves
Grantee successes show why funding matters.

Refugee Resettlement in the United States
Over 3 million refugees from more than 70 countries have been promised safe haven in the U.S. since the passage of the Refugee Act of 1980.

New Common Framework for Research and Evaluation
Informing ACF’s investments in research and evaluation, and clarifying the expectations for different types of research studies.

Current Child Care Wages Mean a Second Job and Public Assistance Receipt for Too Many
It’s time to review alternative strategies that will support a better system — for children, for parents, for the early learning workforce, and for communities.

Interoperability at ACF
Interoperable systems are key to delivering family-centered services, by improving access to and coordination of available resources and services.

Investing in Flint’s children
One-time emergency funding expands and enhances Head Start and Early Head Start services in Flint, Michigan.

Supporting Our Youngest Innovators: STEM Starts Early!
The White House is celebrating early STEM learning.

ACF Informate
The March Issue is here!
See more blogs and visit The Family Room Blog.

Configure 

Featured Reports


Recently posted on the OPRE Site:
NEW Examining Child Care Subsidy Receipt: An Analysis of Matched NSECE and Illinois Administrative Data
NEW The Administration for Children & Families Common Framework for Research and Evaluation
NEW Family Self-Sufficiency and Stability Research Consortium Year in Review - 2015
Framing the Message: Using Behavioral Economics to Engage TANF Recipients
Family Strengthening Research: FY 2015
Tribal Home Visiting program and grantee featured on ACF OPRE webinar! 

On March 31st the Tribal Home Visiting program, and grantee Native American Professional Parent Resources in Albuquerque, was featured in an Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation-sponsored webinar for ACF staff and grantees on “Enhancing the Cultural Responsiveness of Social Services” through building cultural knowledge and awareness. The webinar was part of a series that have followed the publication of an OPRE brief on the topic. For more information on the webinar series, or to access a recording of the webinar, please contact Andrew Keefe, Andrew.keefe@acf.hhs.gov. 
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Promoting high-quality research and informing policy




Research Connections regularly reviews its latest acquisitions and identifies reports and journal articles of high policy relevance. 
Research Studies 

Can sixty minutes of physical activity per day included within preschool academic lessons improve early literacy?
Are two years of Head Start more effective than one year of Head Start followed by Pre-K? 

Does recent state-level data by race and ethnicity reflect differential access to Head Start and Child Care and Development Block Grant funded child care?
How did two training programs educate child welfare and preschool staff on the importance of early care and education for maltreated children?

Policy and Data Tools 

What are the early health development and risk characteristics of young children in deep poverty?
How do existing large-scale data sets support the study of Hispanic families’ utilization of early care and education?
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Supply of Nonstandard Hours Child Care 

The most recent nationally representative estimates of the supply of nonstandard hours child care come from the National Survey of Early Care and Education. State-level estimates of the supply of nonstandard hours child care can sometimes be found in the market rate surveys that states conduct as part of their biennial CCDF Plans. 

Provision of early care and education during non-standard hours [NSECE] 

State market rate survey search results can be found here

 HYPERLINK "http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources?q=3.4%2B%22market%2Brates%22%2Bnonstandard"  and here 

Additional Resources
[image: image3.jpg]OO




Invest in Us

Quality early childhood education programs help children grow. See how investments in quality programs pay. Learn more here.  
[image: image13.png]


The Harvard Family Research Project (HFRP), part of the Harvard Graduate School of Education, has developed an online, interactive kindergarten case study. The case study’s web pages feature links to related resources, including an HFRP paper called, “Four Important Things Research Tells Us About the Transition to School,” as well as materials from Head Start on the transition to kindergarten.
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The BUILD Initiative released the prologue to their e-book, Rising to the Challenge: Building Effective Systems for Young Children and Families. The prologue, Coming of Age: Review of Federal Childhood Policy 2000-2015, reviews early childhood federal policies and lessons learned beginning from the backdrop of the early 1990s. 
The Lasting Educational Impact of Homelessness

The Children’s Bureau recently shared a policy brief issued by the Institute for Children, Poverty and Homelessness. It notes that the number of homeless students in NYC schools increased by 64 percent since 2008, and that during the 2013–2014 school year, 11 percent of the total student population was either homeless or had experienced homelessness within the previous 3 years. The brief examines the educational outcomes of homeless and formerly homeless students and finds that these students continue having difficulties in overcoming educational challenges even after they achieve more stable housing situations.

The brief hypothesizes that the deficit may be the result of impaired social and emotional development caused by the trauma of being homeless, or not having learned certain critical skills in early childhood as a result of financial and social instability. See more on the report here. 
From the Office of Head Start: 
“Health Manager Networks Fostering Leadership” video and page updates in the Health portal
Video page
Multimedia page
Health Manager Network Tools page
Professional Development page
Four new documents to the “Family Child Care Partners” page in the EHS-CCP portal 
EHS for FCC Framework
EHS for FCC Project Logic Model – Local Level
EHS for FCC Project Logic Model – State Level
EHS for FCC Project Logic Model – National Level 

Newly posted:
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships Organizational Readiness Chart 
Group Size & Adult/Child Ratios for Head Start, Early Head Start, Home-Based & Family Child Care
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships: Growing the Supply of Early Learning Opportunities for More Infants and Toddlers 
EHS-CC Partnership Eligibility Determination 
Partnership Elements Worksheet (Spanish) 
A Checklist for Developing a Partnership Agreement or Contract (Spanish)
The Administration for Children and Families’ National Research Conference on Early Childhood will be here soon! Have you marked your calendar for July 11 – 13th? 

The conference (formerly the Head Start National Research Conference) draws more than 1200 early childhood researchers, practitioners and policymakers to D.C., to exchange ideas and learn the latest research on early childhood services and young children ages 0 to 8 years. One goal of the conference is encouraging dynamic interactions between researchers, practitioners and policymakers interested in the evidence-base regarding early care and education services, early childhood development, and the impact of early childhood policy on the daily lives of children, families and practitioners. It is always a pleasure to feel the energy and excitement from this crowd of people who are actively improving the opportunities for young children!

The conference has always welcomed participants from across the programs that serve young children (e.g., child care, Head Start, Early Head Start, pre-K, home visiting, child welfare, and other early childhood programs). The Research Conference really is an unusual combination of experts with widely varying perspectives!

Look for details coming soon (www.rcec2016.net). We look forward to seeing you all July 11th through 13th at the Grand Hyatt Washington DC!

Early Care and Education Research Scholars Grants Funding Now Available
Are you a doctoral student working on dissertation research in child care policy issues or in partnership with Head Start programs and with faculty mentors? If so, apply for either the Child Care or Head Start Early Care and Education Research Scholars Research Grants today.
Recently released: 
Federal Study Increases Understanding of Homeless Youth

[image: image15.png]|
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More than half of homeless youth become homeless for the first time because they are asked to leave home by a parent or caregiver, and more than half say they have tried to stay at a shelter but it was full. Those findings resulted from a study released on April 12 by ACF. The first-of-its-kind study, funded by Family and Youth Services Bureau and conducted by researchers at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, focused on 873 youth ages 14 to 21 in 11 cities. Respondents included street youth receiving services from ACF’s Street Outreach Program grantees and street youth who were not currently using services from SOP grantees. Read more about the study..
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A new report by The Opportunity Institute shows that the State Preschool Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Block Grant has significant potential to drive improvement and support quality in early learning programs for California children.
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This report reviews published research on ECE workforce education and credentials as well as research on the current status of ECE wages, recruitment and retention challenges, and promising practices. It summarizes trends in state requirements for public pre-k regarding ECE teachers with bachelor’s degrees and specialized certification, licensure, or endorsements of pre-K teachers.  

Return to shelter is a critical factor contributing to the growth of family homelessness in New York City. [image: image18.jpg]


Read the report by The Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness. 
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Last week several people forwarded me the same article about a child care program in which an 11 month old child recently died.  According to the news article, when the emergency team arrived at the facility, they found 36 children with one adult; a ratio that no one would say is acceptable.  That story followed the recent release of the HHS Inspector General’s report on monitoring of child care programs over a four year period.  Add to the IG report, the health and safety violations that have been cited in Head Start Programs that have caused grantees to recompete for their grants and we have a troubling picture that leaves no program exempt from problems.  It gives me pause to think about the role of monitoring in our early care settings and why it is so important.  
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The science has demonstrated the importance of the earliest years to brain development and as a result, most states have improved standards and increased their focus on child development.  Many states have developed quality rating systems so that individual programs have a pathway to continuous quality improvement and parents can more easily differentiate the quality among settings.  However, the role of monitoring has received little attention and remains largely segregated from the rest of early childhood.  

Why is this?  Repeated findings such as those identified in the IG report have failed to rise to the level needed to ensure change.  In March, the Office of Inspector General created a new web page focusing on a series of child care inspection reports released between 2013 and 2016.  These reports found that 96% of programs that IG staff inspected throughout 9 states and Puerto Rico had numerous potentially hazardous conditions, which failed to comply with state licensing requirements.   Despite having hazardous conditions that could potentially place children at-risk, programs were both licensed and serving subsidy children.

The reports were alarming.  Fire code violations, nails protruding from fences meant to protect children on playgrounds, hazardous chemicals easily accessible to children, peeling paint and holes in ceilings, unsanitary conditions, playground equipment in disrepair, lack of routine maintenance, records for caregivers and children incomplete or missing, supervisory issues (ratio compliance), inaccurate attendance records, and incomplete background checks for staff, are just some of the violations found by the Inspector General’s office.
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Going back over the years, inspection violations are not new news. Back in 1993 and 1994, the Office of Inspector General also released a series of reports related to child care licensing violations. The 1994 report was a nationwide review of random programs as well as those identified as having past licensing violations. The report concluded that there were “no apparent differences in the extent and nature of violations. This leads us to believe that the problems we found in our sample might well be widespread.” 

It is clear that we have a systemic monitoring problem documented over nearly 25 years.  The issues documented back in 1993-1994 are still issues today: frequency of inspections, staffing to conduct inspections, and effective state practices.   The standards that a state sets are only as a good as the compliance with those standards.

For years, I have firmly believed that health and safety is the foundation on which quality is built.   We have made tremendous progress in many areas of early care and education, but the recent news articles combined with the IG report draws a picture of a foundation that is in trouble.  So, as we move forward with our quality improvement efforts,  AND with an eye on oversight, we need to have the national conversation about what to do to ensure our children are safe and healthy which means adequate and appropriate monitoring of all early care and education settings. 
 Linda
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A Communitywide Effort to Grow the Supply of Early Learning Opportunities in Columbus through the Early Head-Start -Child Care Partnerships
By Roberto J. Rodríguez, Deputy Assistant to the President for Education, Domestic Policy Council, The White House and Linda K. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families, DHHS
Last week, we were warmly welcomed to Columbus, Ohio to visit one of our Administration’s new Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership grantees- The Ohio State University (OSU). During our visit, we saw first-hand how a robust partnership between higher education and early education, local government and the private sector, and the health and social service systems, can have a profound impact on children and their families. This partnership has made Columbus a beacon early learning community that truly “puts their babies first”. 

The work underway to support children and families can be credited in large part to the outstanding leadership of local elected officials, including Congresswoman Joyce Beatty and Mayor Andrew Ginther. We also applaud the leadership of OSU’s President Dr. Michael Drake who announced a second major investment in early learning in Columbus - the new Teacher Preparation Pipeline Scholarship- that will support 100 early childhood educators in obtaining a Bachelor’s degree for free. The scholarship program - a partnership with Columbus State Community College – supports the early care and education workforce as they continue their higher education journey from community college toward a clear pathway to attain a four-year-degree at OSU in early childhood education. Expanding access to America’s higher education pipeline through our nation’s community colleges is a top priority for President Obama and he has emphasized the importance of stronger transitions and articulation with our public higher education system. The great work going on in Columbus is a perfect example of the President’s vision to expand access to educational opportunity. 

Today, more than ever, research helps us understand the critical role of early educators in children’s learning and development. We know the human brain reaches 80% of its adult size by age 3 and 90% by age 5. The experiences children have with their families and early educators strongly influence brain development and later educational outcomes. Unfortunately, we know that gaps in development begin to appear between our lower and higher income children as early as 9 months of age, and grow over time. Starting in kindergarten, and even prekindergarten, simply said- is not early enough. Our babies need access to early learning opportunities and their families need support much earlier in life. Columbus understands that and as a result, the entire community is coming together to put babies and families first. 

President Obama understands that too. Through the President’s signature Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships, we have expanded access- in Columbus and in 275 communities across America- to high quality early learning opportunities, reaching more than 30,000 additional infants and toddlers, and their families. But these Partnerships are doing more than expanding access for our youngest learners. They’re building capacity and infrastructure in the neighborhoods across our country that need it most- and for our children who need it most and would otherwise lack access.

During our visit, we had the opportunity to visit the state-of-the art Reeb Center, home to a comprehensive array of education, after-school, early learning, adult education programs, behavioral health, nutrition and job training programs that serve and inspire the community- from cradle to career. We heard from parents who spoke about the difference that access to reliable, high-quality early learning and child care makes in their lives. We visited with administrators, staff, and families that are part of a home visiting program funded by our Administration’s Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting program. The mothers in the program shared their personal stories about the challenges they face and how the program helps them focus on staying healthy throughout their pregnancies. They shared their hopes and dreams for their children and their desire to go back to school to build a better life for their children. 
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Continue reading the White House Blog
Board President Tanny Crane leads a tour of the Reeb Avenue Center for a group that included Roberto Rodriguez, Deputy Assistant to the President for Education and Linda
K. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Development, during the OSU Early Head Start Leveraging Partnerships symposium March 24, 2016. The Reeb Avenue Center is a building on the South Side of Columbus housing 14 different non-profits serving the community.  
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The Georgia Early Head Start Partnership Project: A Statewide Systems Approach to Early Care and Learning

The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) was awarded an Early Head Start-Child Care (EHS-CC) Partnership grant to provide high-quality early care and education to 168 infants and toddlers in four of the State’s neediest counties, including a cluster of 40 family child care slots in the county with the highest number of children with a home language other than English. 
Among other programs, DECAL manages the Head Start State Collaboration Office, child care subsidy administration, child care licensing, their Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS), Quality Rated, child care resource and referral (CCR&R), Georgia’s pre-K program, and their Early Learning Challenge grant.  Adding the EHS-CC Partnership to this milieu allows Georgia to take a system level approach to implementing the Partnership grant, which includes creating aligned policies and leveraging resources in a coordinated manner.
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For example, Georgia is revising state-level subsidy policy where there is opportunity for flexibility to support the EHS-CC Partnership.  The State is aligning family subsidy co-payments so that families with incomes at or below 100% of the federal poverty level do not have a co-pay.  DECAL is also revising subsidy policies to allow the time families engage in EHS family activities to count toward the subsidy work hour requirements and to align the eligibility period for subsidies with that of EHS.  These policy revisions will ensure that children eligible for EHS at the time of enrollment will remain categorically eligible for subsidies even if the family circumstances change, ensuring continuity of care.

The State is contracting with child care partners annually for a specified number of slots.  Contracting for slots, as opposed to issuing vouchers, allows stability in funding for providers, and additional oversight capabilities for the State.  The CCDF funds provide funding for full-year, full-time educational care, and EHS funds provide for comprehensive services.

DECAL is leveraging a variety of additional funding sources (state, private, and federal) to maximize the impact of this project and promote alignment with statewide education and support services.

· TA opportunities and funding for quality improvements already imbedded in Georgia’s QRIS (Quality Rated) process will be leveraged to support the child care partners.

· Georgia’s SCHOLARSHIPS program (funded through CCDF) may support partnership staff to earn credentials and degrees.

· Partnership teachers will receive onsite technical assistance, mentoring, and coaching through the Georgia Program for Infant and Toddler Care.

· Services for children with disabilities will be coordinated with IDEA, Part C, Babies Can’t Wait, and families will receive supports from inclusion specialists. 

· MIECHV funds will be leveraged to provide professional development on screening and to support families with outreach and referrals to community services. 
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DECAL will also leverage funds related to finance, evaluation, auditing, and monitoring that will be provided in each of the respective day-to-day functions and as part of standard operating procedures.

To implement the grant, DECAL has created two early education hubs to support programs in providing high-quality care.  Sheltering Arms, an existing EHS grantee, is the hub supporting the five child care centers that are partnering with the State. Quality Care for Children, a CCR&R, is supporting 16 Quality Rated family childcare homes.  The hubs provide and coordinate the delivery of comprehensive services for children and families; provide expertise and guidance to help programs meet Head Start Program Performance Standards; and provide and coordinate professional development for teachers and other staff.

As of the end of October 2015, enrollment at all of Georgia’s partnership sites was at 184.  Georgia’s Partnership is a great example of the cascading benefits possible when States coordinate and align services for their youngest citizens and their families! 
Impact of Lead Exposure in Very Young Children 
By Marco Beltran, DrPH, Senior Program Specialist, Office of Head Start;  Katherine Beckmann, Ph.D, M.P.H., Senior Policy Advisor for Early Childhood Health, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood; Alana Buroff, Program Specialist, Office of Head Start
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We can agree the health and well-being of our children is of vital importance.  As adults, the responsibility falls on us to protect our little ones from environmental hazards of which we have been made aware.  

One such health threat that has made headlines recently is exposure to lead in old, outdated water pipes of some municipal water systems. The impact of lead toxicity on the health and safety of children has been alarming for parents who work hard to keep their children safe and on a path to reach their fullest potential. 

Lead exposure can cause lower IQ levels, hearing loss, reduced attention span, learning disabilities and even death.  As the recent situation in Flint, Michigan, has shown us, health emergencies can be unexpected and require a public health approach to address the needs of the community.  

An estimated 10 million Americans get drinking water from pipes that are at least partially lead. Children are especially vulnerable to the dangers of lead toxicity.

Lead poisoning itself is preventable and sources of lead can and should be identified before children are harmed. It is important to understand that children at higher risk for lead exposure are often poor; members of racial-ethnic minority groups; recent immigrants; have parents who are exposed to lead at work; or live in older, poorly maintained rental properties or areas with outdated plumbing. 
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As early childhood educators, we see firsthand the effects of lead on child development, both mental and physical.  Although early childhood education is certainly one piece in helping to lessen the possible effects of lead exposure, another urgent undertaking we highly encourage is testing for possible lead exposure. 

Getting our children tested for lead exposure now will help assure that they are well on the path to lead a full, healthy and thriving existence.  

Failing to screen children for blood lead levels has implications for young children all across America.  Children’s bodies absorb lead more quickly and efficiently than adults.

If you are concerned about lead exposure in your children, you should immediately consult your pediatrician or family primary health care provider. 

Lead exposure prevention and/or remediation to counter the cognitive and behavioral challenges associated with lead exposure should be a priority for all of us; as parents, as child care providers and as educators, so our youngest generation can flourish and prosper into and beyond adulthood. The time to act is now!
This article is posted on The Family Room Blog. 
Early Childhood Workforce 

The Ohio State University Partners with Columbus State Community College Supporting Teachers 
Ohio State President Michael V. Drake and Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther announced plans to offer $3.9 million in scholarships over the next five years to preschool and child care teachers who want to earn bachelor's degrees, as long as they agree to teach in Columbus.
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The Ohio State University’s new Teacher Preparation Pipeline Scholarship program will allow 100 early childhood educators in Columbus to obtain a bachelor’s degree for free. The five-year program is a partnership between Ohio State, the city of Columbus, Columbus State Community College and Action for Children. 

Teachers who have at least an associate's degree can apply for the scholarships to earn bachelor's degrees as long as they commit to teaching in Columbus for three years after graduating. The hope is the program will help to produce more teachers while helping the city educate young children.
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ACF’s Tribal Home Visiting Program 
I am pleased to announce the publication of the Tribal Home Visiting Report to Congress. The Tribal Home Visiting program, which ACF administers in close partnership with HRSA, has been an unprecedented expansion of culturally responsive services for vulnerable American Indian or Alaska Native (AIAN) families and children, has strengthened tribal communities, and has contributed to more comprehensive and integrated systems of care for families and young children. In the report, you will learn more about each of our grantees and learn how they are fulfilling Congress’s vision for culturally-relevant, evidence-based home visiting services in American Indian and Alaska Native communities. You will also hear grantees’ perspectives about the capacity they have built for implementation, cultural adaptation, data collection, performance measurement, and rigorous evaluation. Tribal Home Visiting grantees have risen to the high expectations set for them, are meaningfully impacting the lives of children and families, and are contributing to the knowledge base around effective home visiting interventions in AIAN communities. I hope you will take some time to learn about their ground-breaking work.
Linda 
Read the new Tribal Home Visiting Report to Congress!
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The Tribal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Report to Congress, available on the ACF Tribal Home Visiting website, shares information about the Tribal Home Visiting program and grantees’ progress from the program’s inception in 2010, to 2014. Both an executive summary and the full report are available and provide details regarding:   

· The approach of the Tribal Home Visiting Program, including the technical assistance and supports provided to grantees,
· The grantee, family, and community contexts that have influenced program implementation and evaluation in American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) settings,
· The expanded reach and availability of home visiting services in tribal communities as a function of the program,
· The extent to which grantees demonstrated quantifiable, measureable improvements in each of the six “benchmark” areas specified in the legislation,
· Findings about the successes of grantees, lessons learned for other programs working with AIAN communities, and recommendations to strengthen the Tribal Home Visiting program and build on the solid foundation already established.
Key Highlights include:
· Grantees significantly and rapidly expanded home visiting services, providing nearly 20,000 home visits to more than 1,500 families through 2014.
· Grantees served families experiencing high risks, with 71 percent of participants in 2014 below 100 percent of federal poverty guidelines and 57 percent having less than a high school diploma.
· A majority of grantees (77 percent) improved performance measures for prenatal care. During FY12 through FY14, 89 percent of participants from seven grantees with similar performance measures initiated prenatal care by their first or second trimester. 
· A majority (77 percent) of the 13 Cohort 1 grantees met at least four of six legislatively mandated benchmarks after three years of implementation.
· Almost all grantees (92 percent) reduced rates of substantiated reports and first-time victims of child maltreatment. During FY12 through FY14, the average rate of first-time victims of child maltreatment across grantees was 10 percent.

· Almost all grantees (92 percent) improved on measures of parent emotional well-being or parenting stress. 
See the full report on the ACF Tribal Home Visiting website.
Coming Soon: Tribal Home Visiting Program Video! 
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Lights, camera, action! Future star, Xavi Rodriquez (left) observes Tony Estrada (right), director/producer of Wild Horse Films, as he records footage for an upcoming video that will feature ACF’s Tribal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting program. Seated (far left) is Cassie Morley, Project Director for South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency’s Healthy Families Project home visiting program, and in the center, Squaxin Island tribal elder/story-teller/home visitor Paula Swann.  
Many Tribal Home Visiting grantees, including project directors, home visitors, and families, will be featured in the video and will share their perspectives about the effects of the program in their communities. The video is expected to “premiere” at June’s MIECHV State, Territory, and Tribal Home Visiting All Grantee Meeting, and will then be posted on the ACF Tribal Home Visiting website. Stay tuned! 
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Early Childhood Homelessness 
On March 30, 2016, U.S. Senator Patty Murray and U.S. Congressman Robert C. "Bobby" Scott sponsored a Congressional Briefing on Early Childhood Homelessness in the United States. 
The briefing provided an overview of early childhood homelessness, including available federal data as summarized in the recently released “Early Childhood Homelessness: A 50 State Profile.” Panelists described local and state innovations in increasing homeless children’s access to quality early childhood programs, as well as the remaining challenges they face. Linda Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary reviewed steps that have been taken to remove barriers to early childhood programs, including CCDF, Head Start, and technical assistance activities.
Moderator: Barbara Duffield, Director of Policy and Programs, National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth 

Panelists:

· Linda K. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families 

· Kresta Horn, Director of Children and Youth Services, UMOM New Day Centers; Phoenix, AZ 

· Stephanie, parent (video)

· Khari Garvin, Director, Great Expectations Initiative; Forsyth County, NC (Former North Carolina Head Start State Collaboration Director) 

· Carie Bires, Policy Manager, Ounce of Prevention Fund, Chicago, IL 
See presentations from the Briefing. 
See the Family Room Blog by Patrick Fischer, Public Affairs Specialist 
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Head Start Eligibility Session at NYS Head Start Association Conference 

By Patricia Persell, NYS Head Start Collaboration Director

[image: image35.png]v/
=479

Everything You Need to Know:
 Enrolling Children who are Homeless in
Early Head Start and Head Start

Presented by Patty Persell NYS Head Stre Collaboration Director
Jenniter Pringle, NYS-TEACHS at Advocates for Children



In New York, we know that 1 in 10 children under 6 years old are living in temporary housing and yet only 1% of the Head Start enrollments (PIR data) are such children.  We knew we were not reaching all eligible children. That led me to partner with Jennifer Pringle from Advocates for Children of New York to develop materials and outreach to Early Head Start (EHS) and Head Start (HS) programs so they could understand what criteria need to be met to deem  a child categorically eligible (homeless) for Head Start.  This tip sheet aims to do just that.  

We presented this information to a group at the March New York State Head Start Association Conference in White Plains NY. The materials were very well received, and there was much talk after the session.  Our State Child Care Administrator, Janice Molnar, and ACF Regional Program Administrator, Joyce Thomas will be posting the materials for all modalities to access. We hope other states can find these materials useful as well. See the tip sheet here.  

See the presentation here 
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Exploring Homeless Families' Connection to the Social Safety Net

How do homeless families compare with other low-income families in their connection to the benefits and services of the social safety net? This brief examines whether families experiencing homelessness in shelters are connected to the benefits and services of the social safety net. Explore the findings on rates of participation in key social safety net programs including TANF, publicly funded health insurance, SNAP, SSI, SSDI, WIC, & center-based childcare.
This research brief takes advantage of data collected for the Family Options Study, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

This is the first in a series of research briefs that will draw on data from the Family Options Study to answer questions about family homelessness that are of interest and relevance to HHS and ACF.
The brief is available on ASPE’s website as well as OPRE’s. 
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HUD releases A Qualitative Assessment of Parental Preschool Choices and Challenges Among Families Experiencing Homelessness: Policy and Practice Implications

On a single night in 2013—as measured by the Point-In-Time count conducted by homeless services providers under the auspice of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)—more than 70,000 families and 130,000 children were experiencing homelessness across the United States. Of these families, 80 percent were headed by single mothers, and 40 percent had at least one child under the age of 1 (HUD, 2013a).
To see the full paper, it is now posted here. 
The Importance of the Arts in Early Learning

Arts Integration: A Promising Approach to Improving Early Learning
Wolf Trap and the American Institutes for Research released research findings in the above-named study showing that students in Wolf Trap’s Early Childhood STEM Learning through the Arts program gained an additional 26-34 days of math learning, as compared to students in control groups.  This study helps to support the concept that the arts can be a powerful and effective way to teach young children.  See information here. 
To access the study and results, click here.
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The Arts in Early Childhood: Social and Emotional Benefits of Arts Participation: A Literature Review and Gap-Analysis (2000-2015), shared in January, adds to the growing evidence about how arts participation helps young children develop strong social and emotional skills. Share this information with programs and teachers also. Increasing the use of the arts can benefit children’s learning in language and literacy, math and science, and most importantly in social-emotional development. 
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Health and Safety Training
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Last month the Administration for Children and Families launched a new resource page related to the health and safety training requirements of the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act of 2014. As you may know, the law more clearly defines health and safety requirements for child care providers, and the new resource page outlines these requirements and highlights tools and information that could help providers seeking no-cost and low-cost training options.

For more information about the CCDBG Act of 2014 and the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program reauthorization, visit the CCDF Reauthorization page on the Office of Child Care (OCC) Web site. 
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Strengthening Family Child Care is Important to Success of Children, Families, and Implementation of the New Child Care Law

By: Rachel Schumacher, Director of the Office of Child Care

Every day, parents across the country rely on family child care (FCC) so that they can go to work or school. Parents choose these home-based child care settings for different reasons; the provider might be in their neighborhood, speak their language, or offer flexible hours that accommodate the parents’ work schedule. FCC providers also have different motivations to open their homes to children and families. Some providers start just to help out a parent they know, whereas others launch their child care business because they are professional early educators and want to work out of their homes.

No matter the reasons, all children in home-based settings need and deserve nurturing, enriching, early learning experiences that help them develop and thrive. New research shows just how many children are cared for in homes around the country and how important it is that Federal, State, and local leaders pay attention to family child care. The Administration for Children and Families’ (ACF) Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation recently released a new report, Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education, that is based on an analysis of the ACF-funded National Survey of Early Care and Education. Some of the key findings are noted below.
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The vast majority of providers who care for others’ children in a home are “unlisted,” meaning that they are not licensed, regulated, or registered with a State or local government. There were more than 3.6 million such providers in 2012 caring for about 6.3 million children. Almost 1 million of those providers accepted pay for their work.

· By comparison, just 118,000 FCC providers are “listed,” which means that they are licensed, regulated, or registered with a State or local government. They care for 750,000 children from birth to age 5 on a regular basis, and most of them are paid for their work.

A key purpose of the new child care law, Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act of 2014, is to ensure that a larger number and percentage of low-income children have access to high-quality child care. New health, safety, quality, and monitoring requirements included in the CCDBG Act will apply to any providers serving children in low-income families who receive child care assistance through the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program. In some States, these requirements will be a big change because the current practice exempts many providers in homes from licensure, monitoring, or training and education requirements.

The Office of Child Care (OCC) has identified strengthening family child care as an important aspect of implementing the CCDBG Act of 2014. Some reasons are provided below.

· About 24 percent of low-income children whose care is paid for through the CCDF program are in 222,100 FCC homes (small or large homes) across the country, but the number has been declining steadily in recent years.

· Many States rely on family child care to serve low-income children, ranging from more than 60 percent in some States to less than 10 percent in eight States and the District of Columbia.

· Family child care can and should be a high-quality option for families who rely on child care assistance.

· The lack of supply in quality child care makes it impossible for low-income parents to exercise full parental choice even if they have assistance to pay for child care.

Continue reading this article here. 
Region 10 Partnership Team Selected for HHS Ignite Spring 2016 Accelerator
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Following a competitive process that involved over 100 applicants and 50 finalists a three person team from Region 10 was recently selected as one of 20 teams to participate in the Ignite Accelerator program sponsored by Health and Human Services. The Project Lead and Team Members include Agda Burchard, Program Specialist,  Mary Seaton, Program Specialist, Office of Head Start, Office of Child Care and Laura Bocchetti, Program Specialist, Office of Head Start (pictured here).

The HHS Ignite Accelerator is an internal innovation startup program for staff within the Department that wants to improve the way their program, office, or agency works. The program provides selected teams methodological coaching and technical guidance within a fast-paced, entrepreneurial framework. A key element of the project is interviewing up to 100 individuals at all levels to inform the design and value of the process or product development. 

Below is detailed information on the project and of advisory group link to the Idea Lab and Ignite Accelerator program web page. 

Project Title: P.A.I.R.S. – Partnership Alignment Information Response System

Executive Summary for the Project

Children of low-income families experience differences in access and quality of early care and education depending on which Federal division funds the program they attend. To address disparities National offices have developed specialized grant opportunities which require Regional offices to collaborate across divisions and work with state agencies to align effort, reduce redundancy and develop systems to support programs to successfully develop partnerships.
Current divisional structures at the regional level make joint development and distribution of technical assistance and supports challenging which results in differences in quality and consistency of supports to State and Local Grantees.  Using the design process PAIRS will engage Region 10 OHS and OCC Specialists in developing a consistent and sustainable model of collaboration and for delivery of meaningful and consistent resources to Grantees 
Advisory members to the project include: Janice King-Dunbar, Deputy Regional Administrator; Julianne Crevatin, Acting Regional Program Manager, Office of Head Start; Paul Noski, Regional Program Manager, Office of Child Care; Melissa Brodowski, Senior Policy Analyst, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary; Claudia Shanley, Region X TTA Coordinator; and Pattie Ryan, Child Care State Systems Specialist.
OCC Region IV Partners with CACFP

By Eric Blanchette, Regional Program Manager
Last month, the Office of Child Care in Region IV celebrated with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA-FNS) during National CACFP Week. The campaign is designed to raise awareness about how the USDA’s Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) works to combat hunger and to bring healthy foods to the table for adults in day care and children in family child care (FCC) homes, centers, and afterschool and summer feeding programs across the country. CACFP Week is a national education and information campaign sponsored annually by the National CACFP Sponsors Association.
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The meals and snacks served in child care programs are an important part of providing quality care. Healthy meals and snacks provide the nourishment that children need to support their healthy development. CACFP serves millions of children in participating FCC home- and center-based programs. 

In Region IV, Leisa Cook, USDA-FNS Southeast Regional Office Branch Chief for the CACFP, reached out to the Office of Child Care (OCC) to partner with their agency to provide an information table at the Sam Nunn Federal Center.  The table was available throughout the week with CACFP materials and child care materials including a contact sheet for OCC Regional Staff, our CCDF State Agency partners, a CCDF program overview, and an handout on CCDF NPRM. The outreach table was very active throughout the week and OCC materials had to be refreshed daily by LaPrayshia Hayes and Erika Lundy!

This effort is just one of many examples of the collaboration efforts between ACF and FNS. Our agencies have standing team meetings coordinated by both Regional Administrators’ Offices and all senior leadership in the region, and we continue to develop ways we can work together.  

Visit the National CACFP Week Web site to learn more about the program and its impact on child care centers in your community. 
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Our American Dream: From 1st grade teacher to Head Start director and leader
Dr. Blanca Enriquez, director of the Office of Head Start, visited a Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Program in San Luis Obisbo and was highlighted by the media in “Our American Dream: From 1st grade teacher to Head Start director and leader.”
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Dr. Enriquez has had the opportunity to visit various locations including a home-based program; she has picked strawberries in the fields, spoken with workers tending grapes in the vineyard, met family members on a lettuce farm, and participated in a Parent Policy Council. It is visits like this that help her gain increased knowledge about our farmworker families, their challenges, and what Head Start is doing to have a positive impact on their lives. Dr. Enriquez is pictured with children at the program in San Luis Obisbo.
She discussed her journey from local educator to leader of our nation’s most comprehensive early childhood education program. “When you work in Head Start, you really are working with the whole child, where you are looking at their physical development, their mental development, their social and emotional development, as well as their learning,” Dr. Enriquez said. “And we reach out to parents, we bring in the parents and they work with our staff.” Read the entire interview.
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Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education

OPRE recently released a report from the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) entitled “Characteristics of Home-Based Early Care and Education Providers: Initial Findings from the National Survey of Early Care and Education.” 

This report provides a nationally representative estimate of all home-based care to children ages birth through five years and not yet in kindergarten as of 2012, using data from the National Survey of Early Care and Education.

Home-based providers discussed in the report include both paid and unpaid providers of care. The report describes the characteristics of the providers themselves and the care they provide.

A few key findings on the characteristics of home-based providers include:

•
The majority of home-based providers are between 30 and 60 years of age.

•
Listed providers are more likely to be married or living with a partner than are either type of unlisted provider (73 percent compared to 57 percent of unlisted paid and 58 percent of unlisted unpaid).

•
Unlisted paid providers have less household income than do either listed or unlisted unpaid home-based providers (median income of $24,581 for unlisted paid vs. $44,870 for listed and $39,395 for unlisted unpaid).

•
Listed providers are the most likely to have some college or higher levels of education (63 percent vs. 48 percent of unlisted paid and 54 percent of unlisted unpaid).

•
Participation in ECE training is more common for listed home-based providers than for unlisted paid providers. Three quarters of listed providers (75 percent) had participated in a workshop in the last 12 months while less than a quarter of unlisted paid (23 percent) had done so.
See more on home-based providers and characteristics of care provided here. 
Providing a Head Start: Improving Access to Early Childhood Education for Refugees

The Migration Policy Institute released a new study on the benefits of high-quality early childhood education and care (ECEC) and the short- and long-term advantages. The authors conducted quantitative and qualitative research in two sites where refugee resettlement and Head Start programs were working together: Syracuse, NY, and Phoenix, AZ. 
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Quality ECEC can have substantial positive impacts on young children’s social, emotional, cognitive, and language development, with long-term effects on educational achievement, occupational success, and health. These advantages are particularly critical for children with certain risk factors, such as those who belong to low-income families and have parents with limited English proficiency (LEP) and/or low educational attainment. 

This report describes a mixed-methods research project exploring collaboration between Head Start and refugee resettlement services as a strategy to increase the enrollment of newly arrived refugees’ children in Early Head Start and Head Start (EHS/HS) programs. Read more here. 
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Family Spririt in Albuquerque!
In March, staff from six Tribal Home Visiting grantees, ACF federal team members, TA providers, and representatives from the Family Spirit team at Johns Hopkins University Center on American Indian Health gathered together in Albuquerque, NM for the first ever regional workshop for Tribal Home Visiting grantees implementing the Family Spirit home visiting model. 

The purpose of the meeting was to achieve connection and clarity through dialogue while committing to continued progress and learning across the diverse group of attendees.  Participants  engaged with  and learned about one another’s programs, implementation successes, and challenges and shared and discussed updates and innovations around model implementation, adaptation, and fidelity in the context of the Tribal Home Visiting program. The meeting included plenary sessions on topics such as reflective practice, rotating discussions on implementation and evaluation topics, small group peer sharing, and large group discussion and reflection. Thanks to everyone who participated for an engaging and informative meeting!
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Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) and Preschool Development (PDG) Highlight 
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This Grantee Snapshot focuses on the five development grantees (Alabama, Arizona, Hawaii, Montana, and Nevada) working to implement and sustain high-quality preschool programs in high-need communities. Visit the Preschool Development Grant and Technical Assistance website to learn more. 
RTT-ELC States Submit Annual Performance Reports   

All 20 States have submitted their Annual Performance Reports (APRs) which are now being reviewed by their Federal project officers. Once finalized, the individual State APR reports will be posted for the public.                                                            
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National Head Start Association, Yasmina Vinci, Executive Director
Over the past several months, the National Head Start Association has been working with the Head Start programs and other leaders in Flint, MI to help the thousands of children and families affected by the Flint water crisis. Last month, the Department of Health and Human Services recognized the vital role that Head Start plays for the children and families of Flint, Michigan, announcing a $3.6 million dollar expansion. However, lead is a nationwide problem, and Head Start is in a powerful position to combat and prevent lead exposure. To continue their effort and raise awareness amongst the entire Head Start field, the National Head Start Association released a Research Blast outlining the short-term and long-term consequences of lead exposure, the immense need for prevention and intervention, and resources that can empower parents and families to protect themselves. 

	 

Sign up to receive the Early Childhood Development Newsletter. If you have questions or comments regarding the newsletter please contact: marsha.basloe@acf.hhs.gov  
	 


 

YouTube logo linked to http://www.youtube.com/usgovacf
RSS feed logo linked to http://www.acf.hhs.gov/rss
Twitter logo linked to https://twitter.com/ACFHHS

	For more information on the Early Childhood Development Office at ACF, visit the website http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd.
 The Early Childhood Development newsletter contains links to other websites and news articles. These links represent just a few examples of the numerous reference materials currently available to the public. The opinions expressed in any articles or web pages do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Administration for Children and Families. The inclusion of resources should not be construed or interpreted as an endorsement of any private organization or business listed herein.
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For more information, visit pdgta.org
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The Preschool Development Grants (PDG) Program supports 18 grantees (13 expansion and 5 development) nationwide. Each grantee state uses their funds in a unique way to extend and expand high-quality preschool to children most in need. This Grantee Snapshot focuses on the five development grantees (Alabama, Arizona, Hawaii, Montana, and Nevada) working to implement and sustain high-quality preschool programs in high-need communities. Visit www.pdgta.org to learn more.
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Expanding High-Quality Pre-K to Rural Areas

Preserving Hawaiian Culture
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