TRIBAL EARLY LEARNING INITIATIVE GRANTEE PROFILE

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
Grantee:

Project Period: September 30, 2015 - September 29, 2016

Tribal Early Learning Initiative (TELI) Collaborative Team:

Name Title Email
Roxana Colmaherak TELI Coordinator Roxana.colmanherak@gmail.com
Lisa Lacroix Home Visiting Program Manager lisa.lacroix@cskt.org
Jeanne Christopher Dept. Head, Early Childhood Services jeannec@cskt.org
Rachael BigSam CCBG Program Manger rachaelb@cskt.org

Program Goals and Activities

e Make better use of technology through the implementation of a shared data system with an aim to:

0 Improving client services through increased accessibility and efficiency to client information

Promote long-term cross-agency communication and collaboration
Reduce program costs with improved management and less duplication of service
Expand program deliverables such as service reports and outcome analyses
More effectively support children’s emotional wellness by having a shared sense of purpose, a common
communication platform, improved awareness of other services, quicker response time and overall
more integrated early childhood system
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Community Context

State Montana

Rural or Urban Reservation or Rural Reservation

Non-Reservation

Geographic Area, Characteristics, The Flathead Reservation currently includes 1.317 million acres in
Demographics Northwest Montana. 460 children ages birth to 5 live on the reservation.

The Flathead Reservation has a tribal college, is home to major tourism
destinations including Flathead Lake and the Mission Mountains, has a Salish
Language Immersion School and both a Salish and a Kootenai Culture
Committees.
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Description of Existing Early Childhood System

The CSKT Head Start curriculum is based on self-concept, with the knowledge that a child who feels good and is
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confident will then succeed, grow, and learn. Through the cooperative efforts of parents, staff, and health providers,
each child receives:

e physical examinations, including immunization update, and hematocrit or hemoglobin blood tests

e vision screenings

e hearing screenings

e dental examinations

e nutrition services

In addition, each child is weighed and measured three times during the school year. Mental health services are also
available to children. Referrals for further evaluation or treatment of health problems are made as needed, and follow-
up services are provided. Parents are the most important influence on a child's development and are an essential part of
the Head Start program. Parents may also be involved in decision making, planning, and program operations. Parents
participate in many activities throughout the Head Start year. They volunteer in the classroom, and are involved in social
occasions, projects, meetings, and educational classes. Native parents and grandparents are encouraged to participate
in cultural activities, study trips, and classroom activities. The Head Start team works with families to identify needs and
connect with Social Services.

Key Federal and Technical Assistance (TA) Staff

Name Title Phone Email

Carrie Peake Tribal Home Visiting 202-690-6059 Carrie.peake@acf.hhs.gov
Project Officer

Janet Feil Child Care Project Officer Janet.Feil@acf.hhs.gov

Lula Howard Head Start Project Officer Lula.Howard@acf.hhs.gov

Kimberly Bradley PATH TELI Coordinator 202-857-2988 KBradley@zerotothree.org






