
Tribal Domestic 
Violence Services

FYSB Mission
To support the organizations and communities that work every 
day to put an end to youth homelessness, adolescent pregnancy 
and domestic violence.

FVPSA Purpose
The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act helps states, 
territories, and tribes provide emergency shelter and supportive 
services to victims of domestic violence and their dependents.

Overview of Family Violence Prevention and Services Act Funding

The Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB), an office of the Administration on Children, Youth and Families 
at the Administration for Children and Families, administers funding through the Family Violence Prevention 
and Services Act (FVPSA) to ensure provision of emergency shelter and other non-shelter support services, 
such as victim advocacy, crisis counseling, safety planning, support groups, information and referrals, legal 
aid, and housing assistance to address domestic violence and dating violence (42 U.S.C. § 10401-10414). 
Appropriated funds are allocated through three types of formula grants to states and territories for distribution 
to local programs, to Tribes, and to state domestic violence coalitions. FVPSA also funds competitive 
discretionary grants to national, special issue, culturally specific, and emerging or current issue resource 
centers to provide training, technical assistance, and systems-based advocacy across the United States, and 
to a national domestic violence hotline 
which helps victims of domestic violence 
access immediate crisis counseling, 
safety planning, and local resources from 
highly trained, compassionate advocates. 

Generally, the FVPSA appropriation has 
been approximately $150 million, with 
an additional $8 million for the national 
domestic violence hotline. Of those 
funds, 90% is distributed via FVPSA 
formula grants based on population to 
every state, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and four U.S. territories for 
community-based services (70%), state 
domestic violence coalitions (10%), 
and Native American Tribes (including 
Alaska Native villages) and tribal 
organizations (10%). Twenty-five percent 
of appropriations that exceed $130 
million are set aside for grant programs 
that enhance services to abused parents 
and their children.  

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title42-chapter110&saved=%7CKHRpdGxlOjQyIHNlY3Rpb246MTA0MDEgZWRpdGlvbjpwcmVsaW0p%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim


Provision of Shelter and Supportive Services
All federally recognized tribes are eligible to apply for FVPSA Tribal Formula grants as individual sovereign nations 
or as consortia of tribes joined together. Typically, the largest number of tribes funded are in Alaska and California 
(between 45 to 70 tribes), followed by Nevada, Oklahoma, and Washington (13 to 23 tribes). All other states have 
fewer than ten tribes funded through FVPSA. To meet the need for shelter, tribal programs contract with hotels, 
utilize safe homes, and access non-native shelters outside of their villages, communities, and reservations.  
A large majority of clients served each year access 
non-residential supportive services only, such as victim 
advocacy, crisis counseling, safety planning, support 
groups, information and referrals to other community-
based services, legal aid, housing assistance, 
transportation, and home visits, among other services. 

Tribal domestic violence programs conduct a wide variety 
of education and community outreach activities to the 
general public to prevent and raise awareness of domestic 
violence. Examples include conducting culturally specific, 
age-appropriate trainings on dating violence at high 
schools and colleges, tabling at public and private events, 
hosting talking circles, referring to elders for guidance, 
participating in a Pow Wow, hosting Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month events in October, and providing 
training for allied professionals and community members.

Training and Technical Assistance Projects
The National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center (niwrc.org) serves as the National Indian Resource Center 
Addressing Domestic Violence and Safety for Indian Women. NIWRC provides nationally focused training 
and technical assistance, public awareness, policy, and research development activities. StrongHearts Native 
Helpline (strongheartshelpline.org) is the first national helpline staffed by and uniquely designed for Native people 
experiencing domestic or dating violence. StrongHearts is a culturally relevant, safe, and confidential resource. 
The Alaska Native Women’s Resource Center (aknwrc.org) serves as the State Resource Center to Reduce Tribal 
Disparities. Its goal is to improve the services available to Alaska Native people experiencing domestic violence 
statewide, especially those who are in geographically isolated areas.
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Victims Served by Race or Ethnicity in FY 2017 

In FY 2017, local domestic violence programs, including tribal 
programs, served 1,279,878 victims of domestic violence and 
their children. Approximately 91% of the adults served were 
female and 9% were male.

Advocacy is defined as restoring agency and self-determination to individuals experiencing 
domestic violence, and empowering them with information and emotional support to make the best 
decisions for themselves and their families. Tribal advocates act as companions, both to individuals 
and as a voice across multiple service systems. They support people in shelter, answer calls 
on the crisis line, facilitate support groups for adults and children exposed to domestic violence, 
accompany victims to court or other appointments, and provide individual one-on-one counseling, 
among other supportive services. For tribes, trauma-informed and culturally responsive advocacy 
may also include smudging, sweat lodges, or talking circles, among other cultural practices.

CO
N

TA
CT

 U
S

Division of Family Violence Prevention and Services   •  Web: www.acf.hhs.gov/fvpsa

StrongHearts Native Helpline  •  Tel: 844-7NATIVE (844-762-8483) •  Web: www.strongheartshelpline.org
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