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FYSB Mission
To support the organizations and communities that work every 
day to put an end to youth homelessness, adolescent pregnancy 
and domestic violence.

FYSB Vision
A future in which all our nation’s youth, individuals and families—no 
matter what challenges they may face—can live healthy, productive, 
violence-free lives.

PURPOSE
The Street Outreach Program enables organizations around 
the country to help young people get off the streets. To that 
end, the program promotes efforts by its grantees to build 
relationships between street outreach workers and runaway, 
homeless and street youth. Grantees also provide support 
services that aim to move youth into stable housing and prepare 
them for independence. The program’s ultimate goal is to 
prevent the sexual abuse or exploitation of young people living 
on the streets or in unstable housing. More than 20,000 young 
people who came into contact with a street outreach worker 
went on to spend at least one night in shelter in FY 2014.

SERVICES
Street outreach programs provide services directly 
or by collaborating with other agencies. In particular, 
street outreach programs work closely with other orga-
nizations that work to protect and treat young people 
who have been or are at risk of sexual abuse or exploi-
tation. Street outreach services include the following:

Street-based education and outreach
Access to emergency shelter
Survival aid
Individual assessments
Trauma-informed treatment and counseling
Prevention and education activities
Information and referrals
Crisis intervention
Follow-up support 

FYSB requires grantees to incorporate elements of the 
Positive Youth Development, or PYD, approach into 
their programs. PYD suggests that the best way to pre-
vent risky behavior is to help young people achieve their 
full potential. Youth development strategies focus on 
giving young people the chance to exercise leadership, 
build skills and become involved in their communities.
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth/programs/street-outreach
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/positive-youth-development


HISTORY
To prevent the sexual abuse and exploitation 
of young people who are surviving on 
the streets and to provide them with 
services that help them leave the streets, 
Congress established the Education and 
Prevention Services to Reduce Sexual Abuse 
of Runaway, Homeless, and Street Youth 
Program, through the Violence Against 
Women Act of the Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (Public 
Law 103-322). The legislation funds street-
based outreach and education for runaway 
and homeless youth. FYSB has funded the 
Street Outreach Program since 1996.

GRANT AWARD 
PROCESS
Today, FYSB funds the Street 
Outreach Program under the 
provisions of the Reconnect-
ing Homeless Youth Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-378).  
In FY 2014, 109 grantees  
received $17.1 million total.

FYSB solicits applications for 
the Street Outreach Program 
by posting funding announce-
ments on the Grants.gov Web 
site. Applications are compet-
itively reviewed by peer pan-
els, and successful applicants 
receive three-year grants. 
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National Clearinghouse on Families & Youth 
5515 Security Lane, Suite 800, 
North Bethesda, MD 20852
TEL: 301.608.8098  FAX: 301.587.4352

Online
FYSB: www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb   NCFY: ncfy.acf.hhs.gov
E-MAIL: ncfy@acf.hhs.gov TWITTER: https://twitter.com/ncfy
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/NationalClearinghouseonFamiliesandYouth
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