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STATE HIGHLIGHTS 
• In 2014, Colorado began the implementation of the 

Colorado Shines Quality Rating Improvement System 
(QRIS). It is embedded in licensing regulations and 
incentivizes providers to strive for high quality. 

• EarlyLearningCO.org, dedicated to the newly revised 
Colorado Early Learning and Development 
Guidelines, was launched in 2014. Between June 
and December 2014, it was visited by 4,901 
individual users, 7% of whom accessed the Spanish 
language version of the site. 

• In 2014, Colorado implemented a web-based 
system for child care providers to report children’s 
injuries. 

• In March 2015, Colorado launched a web-based 
Professional Development Information System, 
https://ecpd.costartstrong.org. 

• Colorado developed PEAK, a universal application 
system, which allows parents to use a single portal to 
apply for various forms of family assistance. 

• The Clayton Educare Early Head Start (EHS) in 
Denver, CO was named a Head Start Center of 
Excellence in Early Childhood. 

CUMULATIVE FEDERAL FUNDING PER DEMOGRAPHICS: 
PROGRAM CHILDREN UNDER 6 (2013) 

Early Head Start Child Care Partnerships (FY14)      $6,121,537 399,200 
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Total number of children 

Home Visiting (FY10-14)1   $25,699,278  

State Advisory Councils (FY10-13)      $1,440,942 61.3% 
Live in households where 
the parents present are working Race To the Top Early Learning Challenge                     $44,888,832 

(FY12-14)2                

Child Care Development Fund (FY09-13)                     $387,713,274 19.1% 
Live below the Federal Poverty Level (poverty) 

Head Start (FY09-14) $501,000,000 

42.7% 
Live below 200% of poverty  

 

http://earlylearningco.org/
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HEAD START/ EARLY HEAD START/ 
EARLY HEAD START CHILD CARE 

PARTNERSHIPS 
CHILD CARE DEVELOPMENT FUND 

42 
Number of 

HS 
grantees, 

FY13 

15 
Number of 

EHS 
grantees, 

FY13 

5 
Number of 

AI/AN 
HS/EHS 
grantees, 

FY13 

2 
Number of 
Migrant/ 

Seasonal 
grantees, 

FY13 

 

$565 M 
Total State and 

Federal Investment, 
FY09-13 

 

15,900  
Number of children 

served, avg. monthly FY13 

26% 
Increase in the number of 
teachers with BA or higher 

in ECE or related field, 
FY09-14 

 

10,729  
Total enrollment, FY14 

 

$388 M 
Federal Investment 

Only, FY09-13 

 

$79 M 
Quality Investment, 

Federal and State, FY09-13 

 

$6 M 
Funding awarded for 4  
EHS-CC Partnership 

 Grants 

14% 
Percent of HS-eligible 

children who were enrolled 
in EHS/HS, FY13 

8% 
Percent of federally-eligible children who received subsidized care 

through CCDF, average month in FY11 

RACE TO THE TOP— 
EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE (RTT-ELC)3 

MATERNAL, INFANT AND EARLY 
CHILDHOOD HOME VISITING 

(MIECHV)4 

624 
Number of child care program users that have signed up within the 

Colorado Shines QRIS technology system 

22,021  
Home visits performed, FY14 

13 
Number of common early childhood courses that have been aligned with 
the Colorado Early Childhood Competencies for Educators and 
Administrators 

 
 

1,884 
Families served, FY14 

 

 
 

3,667 
Parents and children 

served, FY14 

60 
Number of early childhood professionals who have been 

awarded a provisional Coaching Credential 

 

16%  
Percent of counties in Colorado where MIECHV 

is available 
 

1 Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting [Web page]. http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/. 
2 Race to the Top–Early Learning Challenge flyer. http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/2013-early-learning-challenge-

flyer.pdf. 
3 Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge 2014 annual performance report: Colorado. http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-

earlylearningchallenge/2014apr/coapr2014.pdf. 
4 Home visiting helps at-risk families across the U.S. [Web page]. http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/states/index.html. 
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