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Tips for Completing the Tribal CCDF Plan Preprint
Preprint Design

The Tribal CCDF Plan Preprint is organized into seven sections covering broad topic areas:

Section 1 identifies the Tribe or Tribal Organization applying for CCDF funds, including how
that applicant entity delegates the administration of the CCDF program, how it develops its
CCDF Plan, and how it plans to coordinate CCDF-funded services with other relevant
entities;

Section 2 details how the grantee decides who is eligible for CCDF-funded services, the
means by which parents are informed and can apply for services, how the grantee gives
priority to children with special needs, and how family co-payments are determined;

Section 3 describes CCDF-funded services available, how assessment of market rates is
determined, how payment rates for services are computed, how timely payments are made
to providers, and the strategies used to increase the supply and quality of services;

Section 4 identifies what health and safety standards the grantee applies to which
categories of providers, what plans the grantee has for disaster preparedness, how policies
and procedures are monitored and enforced, what type of criminal background checks are
required, and what exemption of health and safety requirements is available to relative
providers;

Section 5 details the grantee’s goals for quality improvement, describes professional
development opportunities and strategies for retention of providers, lists types of consumer
information offered to parents, and other quality improvement activities;

Section 6 describes the program’s integrity and accountability measures; and

Section 7 identifies whether a grantee has policies and procedures for conducting a child
count, how the grantee intends to use discretionary targeted funds, and whether the
grantee intends to use CCDF funds for construction/renovation.

Section 8 is an optional abbreviated Plan that Tribes or Tribal Consortia receiving annual
CCDF allocations of less than $250,000 may choose to complete and submit. Tribes that
select this option are not required to complete Section 1-7 of the Plan.

Within each section, questions are further grouped by topic to make the Preprint easier to read
and complete.

When a question requires a “yes” or “no” response, the order of the yes/no options changes

depending on the question so that the simplest response is first and the more complex response

follows. For example, if a “yes” response would require an explanation and a “no” response

would not, the “no” option will appear first. Similarly, if a “no” response has additional sub-

guestions that need to be answered but a “yes” response does not, the “yes” option would

appear first. This structure is used to simplify the Plan development process by allowing the

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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person completing the Plan Preprint to skip over response choices that are not relevant; it is
NOT designed to imply that the first answer is the correct answer or the default answer. All
guestions should be answered in the way that best reflects what is actually happening in the
Tribal CCDF program.

Guidance boxes are provided after questions that require additional clarification. These boxes
may include definitions of unfamiliar terms or phrases, suggestions for details to include in a
narrative response, explanations of Office of Child Care (OCC) policy on the topic, and/or
references to related questions. It is important to read the relevant Guidance box before
answering each question.

Where appropriate, instructions are included that allow Tribes/Tribal Organizations to skip over
certain optional questions that do not apply.

Technical Assistance

Tribes and Tribal Organizations should contact the appropriate OCC Regional Office for guidance
and support in completing the Tribal CCDF Plan Preprint. Contact information for the OCC
Regional Program Managers can be found online at
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/regional-child-care-program-managers.

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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1 Define CCDF Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems

This section provides information on how the CCDF program is administered, including the
designated Tribal Lead Agency and the administrative structure. It also addresses who was
consulted in the development of the Tribal CCDF Plan and how the Tribal Lead Agency plans to
coordinate CCDF services with other entities.

1.1 Tribal CCDF Applicant

1.1.1 Tribe (i.e., the official name of the Tribe as listed in the Federal Register) or Tribal Consortium

Applicant

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
8)
h)

Name of the Tribe (or Tribal Consortium):
Name of Tribal Chair/President/Leader:
Title:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone Number: ( ) - Ext:
Fax Number: ( ) -

Email Address:

Note: ACF will send official grant correspondence such as grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan

approvals, and disallowance notifications to the designated contact identified here. (658D(a))

1.1.2 Areyou a Tribal Consortium?

[ ] No. (skip to Section 1.2)

[ ] Yes. Provide a list of the participating member Tribes/Alaska Native Villages and include

demonstrations from the consortium’s participating Tribes indicating that the consortium
has the authority to seek funding on their behalf. Examples of demonstrations include a
Tribal Resolution, a letter signed by the Tribal Leader, or another official document from the
Tribal/Village government. (98.80(c)(1), 98.81(b)(8)(i))

purposes of Discretionary Funds only.

Guidance: For Alaska Native Regional Nonprofit Corporations, the list and demonstrations are for “

The list is provided as Attachment #:
The demonstrations are provided as Attachment #:

Note: If there is any change in the consortium membership, the Tribal Lead Agency must
notify ACF through an amendment to the Plan.

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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1.1.3  ATribal consortium must describe how it coordinates services on behalf of each of its
participating member Tribes/Villages. Include a brief summary of how the consortium is
coordinating services (including direct services) on behalf of each participating member.
(98.81(b)(8)(ii),98.83(c)(1))

Guidance: The description should address how child care services are provided to each member
Tribe/Village. The description should reference all Tribal CCDF-Operated Centers that receive CCDF
funds as part of the consortium and those should be listed in the table in Section 3.1.2.

Describe:
1.2 Designated Tribal Lead Agency

The Tribe or Tribal consortium will designate an agency to represent the Tribe/consortium as
the Tribal CCDF Lead Agency. This designated agency agrees to administer the Tribal CCDF
program in accordance with applicable Federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this
Plan, including the attached assurances and certifications. (Appendix 1). (658D, 658E(c)(1))

1.2.1 Identify the Lead Agency designated by the Tribe or Tribal consortium to administer the CCDF
program.
a) Name of Tribal Lead Agency:

b) Web Address for Tribal Lead Agency (if any):

1.2.2  Whois the Tribal CCDF Administrator?

Identify the CCDF Administrator designated by the Tribal Lead Agency, the day-to-day contact,
or the person with responsibility for administering the Tribal CCDF program. If there is more
than one designated contact with shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program,
please identify the co-administrator/assistant administrator and include contact information.

Note: ACF will send programmatic communications such as program announcements, program
instructions, and data collection instructions to the designated contact identified here.

a) Contact Information for the Tribal CCDF Administrator:
Name of Tribal CCDF Administrator:
Title:
Mailing address:
Physical address (if different than mailing address):

Telephone Number: ( ) - Ext:

Fax Number: ( ) -

Email Address:

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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b) Contact Information for Tribal CCDF Co-Administrator/Assistant Administrator (if
applicable):

Name of Tribal CCDF Co-Administrator/Assistant Administrator:
Title:

Telephone Number: ( ) - Ext:

Email Address:

Describe the role of the Co-Administrator/Assistant Administrator:

1.3  Administration through Contracts or Agreements

The Tribal Lead Agency has broad authority to administer the CCDF program through contracts
or agreements with other governmental, non-governmental, or other public or private local
agencies. The Tribal Lead Agency remains the single point of contact and retains overall
responsibility for the administration of the CCDF programs. (658D(b)(1)(A), 658E(c)(3)(C), 98.11,
98.16(c)(1)) Examples of such agreements could include:

e The Tribal Lead Agency has a written agreement with another Tribal department to
operate Tribal child care centers or to conduct background checks, etc.;

e The Tribal Lead Agency may contract with the local child care resource and referral
agency to operate the Tribe’s child care program (including determining family eligibility
and issuing payments to child care providers or providing high quality activities).

1.3.1 Will the Tribal Lead Agency directly administer and operate the CCDF program? (98.16(c)(1)

Guidance: This question does not pertain to the demonstrations referenced in Section 1.1.2 between
a consortium and its participating/constituent member Tribes/Villages.

[ ] Yes, the Tribal Lead Agency will directly administer and operate all aspects of the CCDF
program. (skip to Section 1.4)

[ ] No, the Tribal Lead Agency will not directly administer and implement all aspects of the
CCDF program.

a) List the names of those entities that will administer/operate aspects of the CCDF
program and describe which aspects of the CCDF program they will administer/operate:

b) Describe how the Tribal Lead Agency will maintain overall control of the CCDF-funded
program components administered and operated by the entities listed above:

c) Attached copies of the contracts or agreement as Attachment #

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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Consultation in the Development of the Tribal CCDF Plan

In the development of the Tribal CCDF Plan, the Tribal Lead Agency is required to consult with
representatives of general purpose local/Tribal government. (658D(b)(2), 98.14(b)) Tribal Lead
Agencies are also required to conduct a public hearing to provide the public an opportunity to
comment on the provision of the child care services under the CCDF Plan.

Note: For the purposes of developing this Plan, consultation involves meeting with, or obtaining
input from, appropriate representatives of the Tribal community.

Check the boxes to describe how the Tribal Lead Agency consulted with representatives of
local/Tribal government, on the development of the Plan:

|:| Regular meetings:
[ ] conference Calls:

[ ] Emails:

[ ] Working committees:

[ ] other: Describe:

1.4.2

143

Did the Tribal Lead Agency consult with any other Tribal or non-Tribal organizations or entities
on the development of the Plan?

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:

Tribal Lead Agencies are required to conduct a public hearing to provide the public an
opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under the CCDF Plan.
(658D(b)(1)(C), 98.14(c)(1-3), 98.16(e))

Guidance: The Tribal Lead Agency must conduct at least one public hearing prior to the submission of
the Tribal CCDF Plan, but no earlier than January 1, 2016. Lead Agency must provide a notice of the
hearing throughout the Tribal Lead Agency’s service area. This notice must be provided no later than
20 days prior to the date of the hearing. Tribal Lead Agencies must make the contents of the Plan
available to the public in advance of the hearing. (98.14(a)(c)(3))

Describe the Tribal Lead Agency’s public hearing process:

a) Date(s) of public hearing notice(s) (at least 20 days prior to the public hearing):
b) Date(s) of public hearing(s) (no earlier than January 1, 2016) :

c) Location(s) of the public hearing(s):

d) How was the public notified of the public hearing? Check all that apply.
[ ] Parent newsletter

|:| Tribal/local media

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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|:| Internet. List website address(es)
[ ] Social media (such as Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
[ ] Posting on community bulletin board, etc.

[ ] other:

e) How the content of the Plan was made available throughout the service area prior to the
public hearing? Check all that apply.
|:| Tribal offices (including CCDF offices)

[ ] Internet (provide website(s)):
[ ] Email
[ ] other:

f) Describe how the input from the public hearing(s) was taken into consideration in the
development of the final Plan:

1.4.4 Does the Tribal Lead Agency make the final CCDF Plan and any subsequent Plan Amendments
available to the public?

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:
1.5 Consultation in the Development of the State CCDF Plan

The CCDBG Act of 2014 requires States, at the option of the Tribe or Tribal organization to
collaborate and coordinate with Tribes and Tribal organizations in the development of the State
CCDF Plan in a timely manner. (658D (b)(1)(E))

1.5.1 Did a State consult with the Tribal Lead Agency on the development of the State’s CCDF Plan?

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:
1.6 Coordination of Services

As part of its CCDF Plan development process, the Tribal Lead Agency is required to coordinate
services with other Tribal, Federal, State, and/or local child care and early childhood
development programs and with agencies responsible for public health, employment
services/workforce development, public education, and Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families. (658D(b)(2), 98.14(a)), 98.16(d)

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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Describe how the Tribal Lead Agency coordinates the delivery of CCDF services with the

following agencies or entities:

a)

b)

d)

e)

f)

h)

Other Tribal, Federal, State and local child care and early childhood development programs,
including, to the extent possible, Head Start/Early Head Start, Maternal, Infant, and Early
Childhood Home Visiting, and programs serving infants and toddlers, preschool-age
children, children with disabilities, homeless children, and children in foster care

Describe:

Employment services/workforce development

Describe:

Public health (including the agency responsible for immunizations and dental care)
Describe:

Public education

Describe:

Social services (including agencies providing mental health services)
Describe:

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

Describe:

Public-private partnerships

Describe:

Other

Describe:

Did the Tribal Lead Agency coordinate with Head Start/Early Head Start or other
programs/agencies to assess the needs and what resources are available to support early

childhood development?

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:

How does the Tribal Lead Agency determine the Tribal community’s child care needs, including

the needs of any underserved populations, such as infants and toddlers, special needs children,

and non-tradition hour care? For example, does the Tribal Lead Agency conduct a needs

assessment, survey community members, etc.? Describe:

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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2 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

2.1 Eligible Children and Families

At the point in time when eligibility is determined, children must: (1) be under the age of 13; (2)
meet the Tribal Lead Agency’s definition of “Indian Child”; (3) reside within the Tribal Lead
Agency’s defined “service area”; (4) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85
percent of the Grantee Median Income (GMI) for a family of the same size; and (5)(a) reside with
a parent or parents who are working or attending a job training or educational program; or (b)
receive, or need to receive, protective services and reside with a parent or parents not described
in (5)(a) above. (658P(4))

2.1.1 Eligibility Criteria Related to the Child

a) Programs and activities are to be carried out for the benefit of Indian children. 98.81(b)(2)(i)

Guidance: While Tribal Lead Agencies have some flexibility in defining “Indian Child,” the definition
must be limited to children from federally recognized Indian Tribes, consistent with the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act’s definition of Indian Tribe. This could include children who are tribal
members, whose membership is pending, who are eligible for membership, and/or who are
children/descendants of members. This could also include adopted children, foster children, and step-
children, etc.

The Tribal Lead Agency defines an “Indian child” as:

b) Programs and activities are to be carried out for the benefit of Indian children living on or
near the Indian reservation or, for those Tribes that do not have reservations, the Tribe’s
existing service area. If a Tribal Lead Agency establishes a different service area for CCDF
purposes, it must be within a reasonably close geographic proximity to the borders of the
Tribe’s reservation or existing service area. (6580(c)(2)(B), 98.80(e), 98.81(b)(2)(ii),
98.81(b)(3)(ii), 98.83(b))

Guidance: There is an expectation that the Tribal Lead Agency will be able to provide services to
families throughout the service area. ACF will not approve an entire state as a Tribe’s service area.
Tribes can limit services within the reservation boundaries or can go beyond the reservation
boundaries. For example: "permanent residence is within the reservation boundaries, however the
participant is temporarily attending school outside of the reservation area," or "resides within 20 miles
of the reservation boundaries," etc.

Define the Tribal Lead Agency’s CCDF Service Area:

Optional: In addition to the description above, a clearly labeled map of the service area is
attached. Attachment #

¢) The Tribal CCDF program serves children from (weeks/months/years) to

(weeks/months/years) (Note: Maximum age is through age 12).

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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d) Does the Tribal Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children age 13 and above but
below age 19 years who are physically and/or mentally incapable of self-care?
(658E(c)(3)(B)), 658P(3))

[ ] Yes, and the upper age is (maximum age is through age 18).

Define “physical or mental incapacity”:

|:| No.

e) Does the Tribal Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children age 13 and above but
below age 19 years who are under court supervision? (658P(3), 658E(c)(3)(B))

[ ] Yes, and the upper age is (maximum age is through age 18).

|:| No.

2.1.2 How does the Tribal Lead Agency define the following terms for CCDF eligibility purposes?
a) “residing with”:
b) “in loco parentis” (refers to an individual who assumes parental status and responsibilities
for another child, such as a foster parent or other guardian):

2.1.3 Eligibility Criteria Based on Reason for Care

a) Inorder to be eligible to receive CCDF services, children must reside with a parent(s) who
are working, attending a job training program, or attending an educational program. Check
all parent participation options below that the Tribal Lead Agency allows; for each option
checked, provide a brief definition of the term as used for CCDF eligibility purposes.

” u

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have broad flexibility in defining “working,” “attending a job training
program,” and “attending an educational program.” The definitions provided below should include
any allowable activities, including travel time and study time. For example, a definition of “working”
could include working for a salary or wages, self-employment, subsistence activities, job search,
and/or volunteering, as well as the travel time to and from the activity. Definitions should also
address any limitations, such as minimum hours required or maximum hours allowed.

[ ] Eligibility based on working
Define “working”:
[ ] Eligibility based on attending a job training program
Define “attending a job training program”:
|:| Eligibility based on attending an educational program

Define “attending an educational program”:

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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b) Tribes can use CCDF in several ways to support families who are facing particular risks
(for example, if the family is homeless, receiving services from child welfare, or if the
child is in a foster placement), in which child care can be a protective factor for the child.
Does the Tribal Lead Agency provide child care to children who receive, or need to
receive, protective services?

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have the flexibility to define protective services beyond formal
child welfare or foster care cases, including but not limited to, homeless children. If the Tribal
Lead Agency provides CCDF-funded child care to children in foster care whose foster care parents
are not working, or who are not in education/training activities, for CCDF purposes, these children
are considered to be in protective services and must be included in this definition.

[ ] No (skip to 2.1.4).
[ ] Yes. Complete 1-4 below.
1) Define “protective services” for the purposes of eligibility:

2) Does the Tribal Lead Agency waive the co-payment and income eligibility
requirements on a case-by-case basis for cases in which children receive, or need
to receive, protective services? (658E(c)(5))

|:| Yes.
|:| No.

3) Does the Tribal Lead Agency provide CCDF-funded child care to children in foster
care whose foster care parent(s) are not working, or who is not in
education/training activities? (98.20(a)(3)(ii), 98.16(f)(7))

[ ] Yes, and foster care is included under the Tribal Lead Agency’s definition of
protective services in 2.1.3(b)(1) above. (This means that, for CCDF
purposes, the Tribal Lead Agency considers these children to be served
under the protective services eligibility category.)

[ ] No.

4) Does the Tribal Lead Agency provide respite child care for children in protective
services? (98.16(f)(7))

Guidance: CCDF allows for “respite care” only for brief, occasional periods in excess of
the normal “less than 24 hr. period” allowed for CCDF child care. Respite care is available
for parents in protective services cases (including foster parents, if the Tribal Lead Agency
checks “yes” under 2.1.3(b)(3) above) who need relief from caretaking responsibilities.
For example, CCDF could pay a provider to care for a protective services child for one
weekend a month. This definition of “‘respite child care’” may differ from how Tribes
define it for other purposes (e.g., child welfare). Since respite care is provided to give
parents time off from parenting, rather than care to allow the parent to participate in
work or in education or training, CCDF cannot be used for respite care for children with
disabilities unless the child also needs or is receiving protective services.

CCDF Plan Effective Date: October 1, 2016
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[ ] Yes, and respite care is included under the Tribal Lead Agency’s definition of
protective services in 2.1.3(b)(1) above.

|:| No.

2.1.4 Eligibility Criteria Based on Family Income

a) How does the Tribal Lead Agency define “income” for the purposes of eligibility?

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have flexibility in defining “income.” This flexibility allows for
the exclusion or deduction of certain types of income, as defined by the Tribe, from
calculations of total family incomes for purposes of eligibility determination.

Define “income”:

b) Tribal Lead Agencies must establish CCDF family income eligibility limits. Those limits
cannot exceed 85% of the Grantee Median Income (GMI). A Tribal Lead Agency has the
flexibility to use either State Median Income or Tribal Median Income as its GMI. Check the
appropriate box below to indicate which option the Tribal Lead Agency has selected:

[ ] State Median Income (SMI) for a family of the same size.

Source: Year:

[ ] Tribal Median Income (TMI) for a family of the same size residing in the area served
by the Tribal Lead Agency.

Source: Year:
c) Complete the CCDF income eligibility table. The effective date of the table is:

i. Columns (a) and (b): Column (a) lists the current GMI for each family size. Column
(b) lists 85% of the current GMI for each family size (by law, this is the maximum
allowable income for CCDF eligibility). All Tribal Lead Agencies must complete
columns (a) and (b).

ii. Columns (c) and (d): Tribal Lead Agencies have the option of setting income
eligibility limits below 85% of the current GMI. Has the Tribal Lead Agency chosen
to set income eligibility limits below 85% of the current GMI?

[] No (do not complete columns (c)-(f); skip to 2.1.6).

[] Yes. Complete columns (c) and (d) to show the Tribal Lead Agency’s
maximum income eligibility level for each family size at the time a
family applies for CCDF services.

iii.  Columns (e) and (f): Once a family’s eligibility has been determined, Tribal Lead
Agencies have the flexibility to allow families to continue to receive CCDF assistance
if their income increases above the eligibility limit shown in column (c), as long as
their income does not exceed the eligibility limit shown in column (b) (85% of the
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current GMI). Does the Tribal Lead Agency allow families to continue to receive
CCDF assistance during their eligibility period (as defined in 2.2.3) if their income
increases but remains at or below 85% of the current GMI?

|:| No (do not complete columns (e) and (f); skip to 2.1.5).

|:| Yes, families can continue to receive assistance until their income
reaches an amount up to 85% of the current GMI. Complete columns
(e) and (f) to list the Tribal Lead Agency’s maximum “exit” income levels;
the income limit in column (e) cannot exceed the amount shown in

column (b).
Table 2.1.4(c): Tribal CCDF Income Eligibility Levels
(a) (b) (c) | (d) (e) | (f)
Family | 100% of Grantee | 85% of GMI (IF APPLICABLE) (IF APPLICABLE)
Size Median Income
(GMI) Maximum Income Level if Maximum “Exit” Income
lower than 85% Current GMI |Level (cannot exceed 85% GMI)
S/month S/month | S/month % of GMI S/month % of GMI
[Multiply (a) [Divide (c) by (a), [Divide (f) by (a),
by 0.85] multiply by 100] multiply by 100]
1*
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

2.15

*Note: On a case-by-case basis, Tribal Lead Agencies may consider a child in foster care to be a
“family of one” for purposes of determining CCDF income eligibility.

During eligibility determination or redetermination process, does the Tribal Lead Agency take
into account fluctuations in family income?

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have the flexibility to take into account irregular fluctuations in
income when determining and redetermining eligibility. This is particularly important for families
who rely on work that is unpredictable or seasonal in nature, such as agriculture, construction work,
or subsistence activities such as hunting and fishing. These families may experience a temporary
spike in income due to working increased hours over a short period, yet those earnings are not
representative of the family’s income over the course of a year.

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:
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2.1.6  Does the Tribal Lead Agency establish additional eligibility criteria? (658E(a), 98.16(g)(5),
98.20(b))

Guidance: The Tribal Lead Agency has flexibility in establishing additional eligibility criteria. Additional
criteria could include, for example, application to the State CCDF program first; higher income limits in
one part of the tribal service area; or an asset/resource limit.

|:| No.
[ ] Yes. Describe:
If additional eligibility criteria include different income eligibility limits, please attach

additional income eligibility tables and indicate attachment number(s):

2.2 Application and Eligibility Determination/Redetermination Processes

2.2.1 Tribal Lead Agencies must inform parents of eligible children and the general public of the
process by which they can apply for Tribal CCDF assistance. (658E(c)(2)(E)(i)(1))

Parents are informed of the availability of child care assistance services under Tribal CCDF
through (check all that apply):

[ ] Tribal Lead Agency

[ ] child care providers

[ ] child care resource and referral agencies
[ ] Public and/or tribal schools

|:| Early Head Start/Head Start programs
[ ] Health Clinics

[ ] TANF offices

[ ] Other tribal offices

[ ] other governmental offices

[ ] Community outreach events

|:| Radio and/or television

[ ] Social media

|:| Internet (provide website):

|:| Other. Describe:

2.2.2 How can parents apply for child care services? Check all that apply.

|:| In-person interview or orientation
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[ ] Phone

|:| Mail/fax

[ ] At the child care provider’s site

[ ] Electronically via online application or email. Provide web link

[ ] other. Describe:
2.2.3 Describe how the Tribal Lead Agency documents and verifies child and family eligibility:
2.2.4  Which strategies, if any, will the Tribal Lead Agency use to assure the timeliness of eligibility

determinations upon receipt of applications? Check all that apply.

|:| Time limit for making eligibility determinations. Define time limit:

[ ] Track and monitor the eligibility determination process

[ ] other. Describe:

|:| None

2.2.5 How often does the Tribal Lead Agency redetermine eligibility for CCDF families?
[ ] Every 12 months
[ ] other. Describe:

2.2.6 Does the Tribal Lead Agency require CCDF families to provide information on the parents’ job/
training status or income in between determination periods?

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:

2.2.7 Does the Tribal Lead Agency have redetermination policies and procedures to ensure that
parents do not have their employment, education or job training unduly disrupted? Examples
include: allowing telephone applications; having an abbreviated application; and reduced
documentation requirements.

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have the flexibility to establish procedures that help ensure that parents
do not have to unduly disrupt their employment, education, or job training activities in order to comply
with the Tribal Lead Agency’s requirements for redetermination of eligibility for assistance.

|:| No.

[ ] Yes. Describe:
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Tribal Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) benefits about the exception to the individual penalties associated with
the work requirement for any single custodial parent who has a demonstrated inability to obtain
needed child care for a child under 6 years of age (98.16(p) and 98.33(b)).

Guidance: The TANF agency, not the Tribal CCDF Lead Agency, is responsible for establishing the
following criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of
public record. This question is for informational purposes.

Identify the TANF agency that established these criteria or definitions:
State TANF Agency:
Tribal TANF Agency:

In the spaces below, provide the criteria or definitions used by the TANF agency to determine
whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care:

i "appropriate child care":

ii. "reasonable distance":
iii. "unsuitability of informal child care":
iv. "affordable child care arrangements":

How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to individual
penalties associated with the TANF work requirements? Briefly describe the process:

2.3 Improving Access for Vulnerable Children and Families

At a minimum, CCDF requires Tribal Lead Agencies to give priority for child care assistance to
“children with special needs.” Tribal Lead Agencies may also establish additional priority
categories. (658E(c)(3)(B))

231

Describe how the Tribal Lead Agency will prioritize or target child care services for children with
special needs. (658E(c)(3)(B))

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have flexibility in how they define “children with special needs.” Tribal Lead
Agencies are not limited in defining “children with special needs” to only those children with physical or
mental disabilities. For example, Tribal Lead Agencies could consider children in the child welfare system,
children of teen parents, or homeless children in their definition of “children with special needs.”

a) Define “children with special needs”:

b) Describe how the Tribal Lead Agency will give priority for child care services to children with

special needs: (658E(c)(3)(B), 98.44(b)
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2.3.2 Does the Tribal Lead Agency have additional priority rules or categories? (658E(c)(3)(B),
98.16(g)(5), 98.20(b))

|:| No.
[ ] Yes. Define the additional priority rules/categories and describe how priority is given:
Definition(s):
Describe how priority is given:
2.3.3 Does the Tribe have procedures to improve access to child care for homeless children and

families? Procedures might include special outreach, grace periods for submitting
documentation, etc.

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies have the flexibility to establish procedures to improve child care access
for homeless children, including procedures allowing a grace period during which homeless children can
receive CCDF assistance while their families are, for example, gathering required documentation or
taking the necessary actions to comply with immunization and other health and safety requirements as
described in Section 5.

|:| No.
|:| Yes. Define “homeless” and describe your procedures.

Define “homeless”:

Describe procedures:

2.4  Family Contribution to Payment

The statute requires Tribal Lead Agencies to establish a sliding fee scale that varies based on family
income and the size of the family to be used in determining each family's contribution (i.e., co-
payment) to the cost of child care. Co-payments should not be a barrier to families receiving CCDF.
(658E(c)(5). In addition to income and size of the family, the Tribal Lead Agency may use other
factors when determining family contributions/co-payments.

2.4.1 Attach a copy of the sliding fee scale (Enter Attachment #: )

Will the attached sliding fee scale be used in all parts of the service area?

[ ] Yes. Effective date:
[ ] No. Attach other sliding fee scale(s) and their effective date(s).

Attachment(s) #: Effective date(s):

2.4.2 Does the Tribal Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family size to
determine each family's co-payment? Examples of additional factors could include: multiple
children in care; quality of care; or number of hours in care. (658E(c)(3)(B))

|:| No.
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[ ] Yes. Describe:

2.4.3 How will the family’s co-payment be calculated and to whom will it be applied? Complete (a)-(c)
below.

a. Theco-paymentisa: [ _]dollaramount [ ] percent of income.

b. The co-payment amount is applied: [ ] hourly [ ]daily [ ]Jweekly [ ] monthly

[ ] other: .

c. The co-paymentis applied: [ | perfamily [ ] per child.

2.4.4 How will the Tribal Lead Agency ensure the family’s co-payment, based on a sliding fee scale, is
affordable and not a barrier to families receiving CCDF? Examples could include limiting
maximum co-payment to a specific percentage of family income or reducing co-payments for
additional children incare. ___

2.4.5 The Tribal Lead Agency may waive co-payments from families whose incomes are at or below
the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.42(c)).

The poverty level used by the Tribal Lead Agency for a family of 3is $ . The source of the
poverty level used by the Tribal Lead Agency is (include date of publication): .

Check the option which the Tribal Lead Agency has chosen to use:

|:| ALL families, including those with incomes at or below the poverty level for a family of
the same size, ARE required to pay a co-payment.

[ ] SOME families with incomes at or below the poverty ARE NOT required to pay a co-
payment. The Tribal Lead Agency waives the co-payment for families in the following
circumstances:

[ ] NO families with incomes at or below the poverty level for a family of the same size
are required to pay a co-payment.
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3 Ensure Equal Access to High Quality Child Care for Low-Income Children

3.1 Description of How Child Care Services Are Provided

Guidance: CCDF services may be provided through a subsidy program where the grantee offers
certificates (so that parents may choose from different categories of care), through a Tribal CCDF-
Operated Center, or through grants or contracts for child care slots (i.e., agreements between the
grantee and provider to provide child care services).

3.1.1 Child Care Services Available through Certificates (658A(b)(1), 658E(c)(3)(A)&(B), 658P(5)&(6),
98.16(g)(1), 98.30, 98.50)
a) Does the Tribal Lead Agency operate a subsidy program offering certificates that allow
parents to choose from a variety of categories of care?

[ ] No (skip to 3.1.2).
[ ] Yes, parents can choose from the following categories of care (check all that apply):
[ ] Center-based child care[ ] Family child care home

[ ] Group child care home [_] In-home child care

b) Are certificates available throughout the entire service area? (658E(a), 98.16(g)(3))
|:| Yes.

|:| No. Describe where certificates are, and are not, available within the service area:

c) If the Tribal Lead Agency allows for in-home care (i.e., care provided in the child’s own
home), does the Lead Agency limit the use of in-home care in any way?

[ ] No.
[ ] Yes. What limits does the Tribal Lead Agency set? Check all that apply.

[ ] Restricted based on minimum number of children in the care of the provider
(to meet minimum wage law or Fair Labor Standards Act). Describe:

[ ] Restricted based on provider meeting a minimum age requirement.
Describe:

|:| Restricted based on hours of care (a certain number of hours, non-
traditional work hours, etc.). Describe:

[ ] Restricted to care by relatives. Describe:

[ ] Restricted to care for children with special needs or medical conditions.
Describe:
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[ ] Other. Describe:
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3.1.2 Child Care Services Available through Tribal CCDF-Operated Centers
Does the Tribe operate one or more child care centers using CCDF funds for operational costs?

Guidance: Tribal Lead Agencies that use CCDF funds to directly support the operational costs of a
child care center are said to have a “Tribal CCDF-Operated Center.” The Tribe or its designee (not
necessarily the Tribal Lead Agency itself) oversees operations of the child care center: paying
facility costs (e.g., rent and utilities), hiring and managing staff, purchasing equipment and
supplies, and screening families for eligibility.

[ ] No (skip to 3.1.3).

[ ] Yes. Complete the table below and answer the questions that follow.

Table 3.1.2. Tribal CCDF-Operated Center(s)

Identify Tribal CCDF-Operated Centers Types of Services Age Groups
Served
For each Tribal CCDF-Operated Center, (Check all that apply)
provide the center’s name and physical (Check all
address (including city & state). that apply)

(One center per row)

Other Services
(Briefly Describe)

[] [ ] Before/After School

il

[ ] [] infant and Toddler

[] [ ] Full-Time
[] [ ] part-Time
[] [ ] Preschool

[] [] [ ] school Age

[]
[]
[]
]
[

L

Note: If the Tribal Lead Agency has more than 3 Tribal CCDF-Operated Centers, please use an
attachment to provide the information above for each additional center (Attachment #: )

3.1.3 Child Care Services Available through Grants or Contracts for Child Care Slots

a) Does the Tribal Lead Agency provide child care services through grants or contracts for child
care slots? (658A(b)(1))
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Note: Do not check “yes” if every provider is simply required to sign an agreement in order

to be paid in the certificate program.

[ ] No (skip to 3.1.4).

|:| Yes.

Describe:

The type(s) of child care services available through grant-/contract-funded
slots (such as “center-based infant care”):

How parents are informed of the availability of grant-/contract-funded slots:

How parents apply for those slots:

Whether or not grant-/contract-funded slots are available throughout the
Tribe’s CCDF service area:

b) Will the Tribal Lead Agency use grants or contracts for child care slots to achieve any of the

following (check all that apply)?

|:| Increase the supply of specific types of care and improve the quality of child care
programs with grant-/contract-funded slots for:

[ ] Providers offering native language education or a culturally-based
curriculum

[ ] Providers to serve specific populations (such as children with disabilities,
infants and toddlers, school-age children, homeless children, and children in
isolated geographic areas)

[ ] Providers to serve children needing care during non-traditional hours

[ ] Providers offering comprehensive services, such as child care integrated into
Head Start or Early Head Start

[ ] Providers meeting higher quality standards, such as programs with higher
Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) ratings or nationally
accredited programs

[ ] Providers offering bonuses, higher pay, or other financial incentives to
teaching staff for reach