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The Context 

• Constrained local, state, non-profit resources 
• Critical need to “get the economy moving” 
• Importance of entrepreneurship and business 

development 
• No silver bullet 

 
 
 
 

Rural Community Economic Development 
A Guide to Creating Jobs and Growing 

Communities in Rural America 



The What 
Building blocks of community economic 

development in rural places… 
 
 
 

Human Capital Development 

Quality of Place Development 

Economic Development 



Community Progress Initiative (WI) 

…explicitly recognizes the social and political aspects 
of community life that influence an economic 
situation in a particular geographic region. It 

engages people in face-to-face discussions 
regarding local control and community 

development. It is grassroots, empowering, 
synergistic, and inclusive. It is forward thinking 

and asset-based yet considerate of local resources 
and the natural environment. It provides direct, 

tangible benefits to the community in economic and 
noneconomic ways. 

 



The Why 

Communities are motivated to engage in 
community economic development in response 
to “pain points”… 
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The How 

Effective rural community economic development 
happens when communities… 

• Are proactive and articulate a shared 
vision. 

 



The How – cont’d 

Effective rural community economic development 
happens when communities… 

 
• Identify assets and build on them. 



The How – cont’d 

Effective rural community economic development 
happens when communities… 

 
• Build partnerships and collaborations.   

 
 

 



The How – cont’d 

Effective rural community economic development 
happens when communities… 
 

• Design comprehensive strategies and not “one 
off projects”. 

 
 



The How – cont’d 

Effective rural community economic development 
happens when communities… 
 

• Measure and celebrate success. 

 



Follow Up  

 
Deb Markley 

deb@e2mail.org 
www.energizingentrepreneurs.org 
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