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Dear Colleague:
The purpose of this message is to provide you with an update on the third quarter allocations of the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) funds for fiscal year (FY) 2015.  The awards are the third release of funding for FY 2015, and will be available for drawdown on April 1, 2015.  

Congress appropriated these funds under the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act of 2015 (http://rules.house.gov/bill/113/hr-83), the final budget for FY 2015.  The President signed the law December 16, 2014.  The legislation provided SSBG funds of $1,700,000,000, which is reduced to $1,575,900,000 after the application of mandatory sequestration of 7.3% required by the Budget Control Act of 2011.  

We would also like to draw your attention to two important items in the third quarter award letters.

1. Updated Allocations –Third quarter allotments for SSBG include an amended full-year state allocation.  This letter reflects updates based on Census Bureau data.  Per the SSBG funding formula, some states may have dollars subtracted or added due to population totals.   For planning purposes, a chart is attached to show the full amounts for FY 2015, in addition to the April 1, 2015 release. 

2. Date of Application of Uniform Guidance –Third quarter allotment letters update the effective date for Uniform Guidance related to cost, accounting, and administration (Federal Register Notice, dated December 19, 2014 at 79 FR 75871-76106).   The Office of Community Services (OCS) will issue further guidance on this topic. Please note that the Uniform Guidance (also commonly referred to as the OMB “Supercircular”) will not be applied to FY 2015 grants, but will apply to FY 2016 SSBG grants.     
  
We appreciate your hard work and dedication to social services and the activities supported with these resources. Again, thank you for your continued partnership and cooperation with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and Administration for Children and Families (ACF) as we work together to continue providing quality service to vulnerable individuals, children and families.

Sincerely,
 
		
           ___                           ________                                             _____________    ____        _________  
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