
 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK GRANT (CSBG) FACT SHEET 

 
 

Purpose: To support services and activities for low-income individuals that 
alleviate the causes and conditions of poverty in communities.   

 
Program Requirements: States pass through no less than 90% of block grant funds to a network of 

local entities, primarily Community Action Agencies (CAAs), and some 
local governments, migrant and seasonal farm worker organizations, that 
deliver the services in the communities.  CAAs are non-profit agencies 
created as a network of entities by the Economic Opportunity Act of 
1964 legislation. States contract with CAAs to plan, develop, implement, 
evaluate and provide local services. 

   
Uses: Grantees are required to provide services and activities addressing 

employment, education, better use of available income, housing, 
nutrition, emergency services and/or health. 

 
Type of Grant: Block grant distributed in accordance with a pre-established formula to 

the States, Tribes and Territories, and administered by local entities 
(CAAs). 

 
Eligible recipients:  Individuals or families as determined by the Federal poverty guidelines 

released annually by HHS up to 125 percent poverty. 
 
Appropriations: FY 2011   $678.6 million 
                                                FY 2012   $677.3 million 
  
Other: Discretionary Grants – Statewide or local organizations, or associations 

with demonstrated expertise in providing training to individuals and 
organizations on methods of effectively addressing the needs of low-
income families, and communities and organizations that are officially 
designated as a CAA or community action program under section 673(1) 
of the CSBG Act, as amended by the Human Service Amendments of 
1994 (P.L.103-152), and meets all requirements under section 673(1)(A) 
and 676A of the CSBG Act, as amended by the COATES Human 
Services Reauthorization Act of 1998. 

 
Program Characteristics: 
 
• Approximately 1,048 eligible entities receive CSBG funding annually. 
• Eligible entities leverage funds from other Federal sources, State and local governments and private 

sources. 
• Annually, approximately 18.7 million individuals, of 7.6 million families benefit from CSBG. 

o 37 percent of the clients are children; 
o 18 percent are persons 55 years of age and older. 

• Services most often provided include employment training and placement, income management, 
education, emergency services, health, nutrition, transportation, and housing assistance, and providing 
linkages among anti-poverty programs. 


