Financial Education
Guidance and Forms for Grantees
Financial education is an important part of every AFI project. Many participants say the financial education classes are among the most helpful aspects of AFI projects and saving money in IDAs. With strong financial education curricula, effective trainers, and steady followup with participants, AFI projects can profoundly affect the individuals and families they serve.
This section provides information and resources that AFI grantees and others promoting IDAs can use to strengthen their financial education strategies.	
Completing the Financial Education Survey 

Information Sheet on Financial Education Survey 
2011 AFI Financial Education Survey Information 
2011 AFI Financial Education Survey Frequently Asked Questions 
2011 AFI Financial Education Survey FAQ 
AFI Financial Education Survey (PDF) 
AFI Financial Education Survey (PDF) 
Survey of Financial Education Practices of AFI Grantees Webinar 

Effective Strategies and Tips 

Designing and Delivering Effective Financial Literacy Education for Adult Learners 
Designing and Delivering Effective Financial Literacy Education for Adult Learners 
How to Energize Financial Education and Training 
How to Energize Financial Education Training: Icebreakers, Energizers, and Openers 
Managing Credit Card Debt 
Tips for Managing Credit Card Debt 
Tips for Helping IDA Participants Reduce Their Debt 
Exercise for Helping Credit Card Users Understand and Manage Their Debt 
Tips for Taking Control of Credit Card Debt 
Financial Education Curricula 
Financial Education Curriculum Evaluation Worksheet 
How to Choose a Financial Education Curriculum 
Understanding Clients’ Needs Through Assessments 
Understanding Clients’ Needs Through Assessments 
Using Volunteers 
Tips for AFI Project Staff on Working with Volunteers 
Using Volunteers to Develop Your Project's Financial Education Efforts 

Key Topics in Financial Education 

Core Competencies for Financial Education 
Core Competencies for Financial Education 
Curricular Resources to Support the Core Competencies 
Assessing Your Financial Education Program 
AFI Financial Education Assessment Tool 
Guidance for Using the AFI Financial Education Assessment Tool 
Assessing the Impact of Financial Education for AFI Participants 
Credit Scoring 
Credit Scoring 
Financial Education and IDAs for Youth: First Steps 
Financial Education and IDAs for Youth: First Steps 
Record Keeping 
Record Keeping 
Predatory Lending 
Predatory Lending 
Understanding the Credit Card Act of 2009 
Understanding the Credit Card Act of 2009 
Additional Resources 
Financial Education Core Competencies and Assessment Tool 

Presentations on Financial Education Topics 

Presentation 1 - AFI Core Competencies for Financial Education: Part 1 of 2 
AFI Core Competencies for Financial Education: Part 1 of 2 
Presentation 2 - AFI Financial Education Assessment Tool: Part 2 of 2 
AFI Financial Education Assessment Tool: Part 2 of 2 
Presentation 3 - Protecting your Record: A Primer on Credit Reports and Credit Data 
Protecting Your Record: A Primer on Credit Reports and Credit Data 
Presentation 4 - The Rules of the Game: A Primer on Credit Scoring 
The Rules of the Game: A Primer on Credit Scoring 
Presentation 5 - Green Money: Strategies for Reducing Home Energy Costs 
Green Money: Strategies for Reducing Home Energy Costs 
Presentation 6 - Saving and Investing in the New Economy 
Saving and Investing in the New Economy 
Presentation 7 - Encouraging Participants to Plan: Budgeting Methods 
Encouraging Participants to Plan: Budgeting Methods 
Presentation 8 - Partnering with Community-Based Tax Sites to Encourage Asset-Building 
Partnering with Community-Based Tax Preparation Sites to Encourage Asset-Building 
Presentation 9 - Online Resources for Financial Management 
Linking Participants To A World of Knowledge: Online Resources for Financial Management 

Financial Education Training Manual for Trainers: Level I 

Chapter 1 - Training Agenda and Background 
Training Agenda and Background 
Chapter 2 - Training Opener 
Training Opener 
Chapter 3 - Asset Building 
Asset Building 
Chapter 4 - Psychology of Money and a Theory of Change 
Psychology of Money and a Theory of Change 
Chapter 5 - Other Approaches to Financial Education 
Other Approaches to Financial Education 
Chapter 6 - Adult Learning Principles 
Adult Learning Principles 
Chapter 7 - Effective and Engaging Facilitation 
Effective and Engaging Facilitation 
Chapter 8 - New Approaches and Ideas 
New Approaches and Ideas for Facilitating Common Financial Education Topics 
Chapter 9 - Media and Economic Literacy 
Media and Economic Literacy 
Chapter 10 - Approaches to Assessment and Evaluation 
Approaches to Assessment and Evaluation 
Chapter 11 - Determining Facilitator and Trainer Efficacy 
Determining Facilitator and Trainer Efficacy 
Chapter 12 - Making and Keeping a Budget 
Making and Keeping a Budget 
Chapter 13 - Using Credit 
Using Credit, Reading Credit Reports, Interpeting Credit Scores, and Reducing Debt 
Chapter 14 - Appendix of Additional Resources 
Appendix of Additional Resources 

Financial Education Training Manual for Trainers: Level II 

Chapter 1 - Training Agenda and Background 
Training Agenda and Background 
Chapter 2 - Training Opener 
Training Opener 
Chapter 3 - Introductions and Training Overview 
Introductions and Training Overview 
Chapter 4 - Overview of Credit Scoring 
Overview of Credit Scoring 
Chapter 5 - Principles of Saving and Investing 
Principles of Saving and Investing 
Chapter 6 - Asset Protection 
Asset Protection 
Chapter 7 - AFI Core Competencies and the Assessment Instrument 
AFI Core Competencies and the Assessment Instrument 
Chapter 8 - Behavioral Economics and Motivation 
Behavioral Economics and Motivation 
Chapter 9 - Consumer Rights and Responsibilities 
Consumer Rights and Responsibilities 
Chapter 10 - Life Cycle: Life Stage Budgeting 
Life Cycle: Life Stage Budgeting 
Chapter 11 - Resource Appendix 
Resource Appendix 

Toolkits: Using the Money Smart Curriculum in Your IDA Project 

Recorded Webinar: Guidance on How to Use the Toolkit Series 
How to Use the AFI Toolkits in your Financial Education Class 
Introduction to the Money Smart Toolkit Series 
Introduction 
Introduction Handout 1: Target Audiences Used in the AFI Training Toolkits 
Introduction Handout 2: Terms and Definitions Used in the AFI Training Toolkits 
Introduction Handout 3: Training Techniques and Terminology Used in the AFI Training Toolkits 
Toolkit 1 - Bank on It 
Bank on It 
Toolkit 2 - Borrowing Basics 
Borrowing Basics 
Borrowing Basics Handout 1 - Exercise 2.2, Loan Calculator 
Borrowing Basics Handout 2 - Exercise 2.2, Loan Calculator 2 
Borrowing Basics Handout 3 - Exercise 2.3, What is Interest? 
Toolkit 3 - Check it Out 
Check It Out 
Toolkit 4 - Money Matters 
Money Matters 
Toolkit 5 - Pay Yourself First 
Pay Yourself First 
Toolkit 6 - Keep It Safe 
Keep It Safe 
Toolkit 7 - To Your Credit 
To Your Credit 
Toolkit 8 - Charge It Right 
Charge It Right 
Toolkit 9 - Loan to Own 
Loan to Own 
Toolkit 9 - Handout 1 - Installment Loan Amortization Schedule 
Toolkit 9 - Handout 2 - Revolving Credit 
Toolkit 10 - Your Own Home 
Your Own Home 

Building Assets * Building Stronger Families 

Overview 
Introduction 
Incorporating Family Strengthening & Healthy Marriage Strategies Into Your AFI Project 
Module 1 – Money Talk 
Activity 1: The ABCs of the XYZ 
Activity 2: Parents Stick Together 
Activity 3: Talking Tips 
Activity 4: Know What You Want, Say What You Want 
Activity 5: Love Letters 
Activity 6: Family Money and More Meetings 
Activity 7: Money-Mentoring Team for Kids 
Activity 8: Does Love Equal Money: Love Accounts 
Activity 9: Men, Women & Money 
Activity 10: Family Charades 
Module 2 – Family Assets 
Activity 11: Family Assets Collage 
Activity 12: Family Asset Tree 
Activity 13: First Asset Goal 
Activity 14: Where's the Strength in Your Family? 
Activity 15: Filling the Family Resource Box 
Activity 16: Sunshine or Storms? 
Module 3 – Money Value & Attitudes 
Activity 17: Values Auction 
Activity 18: Values Pyramid 
Activity 19: Money Myths 
Activity 20: Revolving Ledger 
Activity 21: Opinions About Money 
Activity 22: Sharing Your Money History 
Activity 23: Uncovering the Meaning of Money 
Activity 24: Money in Your Family of Origin 
Activity 25: Money Personality Quiz 
Activity 26: Opposites Attract 
Module 4 – Family Dreams & Goals 
Activity 27: The Win-Win Waltz 
Activity 28: Visualizing Common Goals 
Activity 29: Creating a Priority Mobile 
Activity 30: Create a Yellow Brick Road to Your Goal 
Module 5 – Family Budgeting 
Activity 31: Family Budgeting Analysis 
Activity 32: Counting Your Pennies 
Activity 33: Calender Corral 
Activity 34: Allowances Aren't Just for Kids! 
Activity 35: The Morales Family: A Case Study in Budgeting 
Activity 36: The Day-to-Day Life of Money in Your Family 
Module 6 – Family Saving 
Activity 37: Savings Basket 
Activity 38: Saving with Chocolate 
Activity 39: Routines Help to Save Money 
Activity 40: Rules and Consequences 
Activity 41: My Village 
Activity 42: A Family Problem-Solving Approach to Savings 
Module 7 – Banking & Investment 
Activity 43: Opinions about Banking and Investment 
Activity 44: Comparing Financial Products by Crunching the Numbers 
Activity 45: Financial Traps and Financial Freedom 
Module 8 – Credit & Debt 
Activity 46: Articulating Family Principles About Credit 
Activity 47: Opinions about Credit and Debt 
Activity 48: Love and Marriage Debt and Credit 
Activity 49: Joint Credit 
Activity 50: Family Credit Decisions: Role Playing 
Additional Resources 

