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STATES

New Mexico
The State of New Mexico will partner with HELP-New Mexico, Inc., a community based organization to provide New Mexicans living in rural areas with heating assistance for their homes as well as providing energy efficiency education on alternative heating sources. Many low-income families live in rural areas in New Mexico and utilize alternative heating sources. The State of New Mexico will educate these families through alternative energy education pamphlets, safety inspections and repairs. They will participate in the propane consumer advocacy movement in New Mexico as well as produce and distribute pamphlets specifically providing information concerning the health and safety hazards associated with the use of an alternative heating source.

Ohio

The State of Ohio will partner with The Breathing Association, an organization that uses a unique HEAP medical model to improve access to care by using customer interest in HEAP as a gateway to health services. This model targets the medically vulnerable low income energy consumer and crosses boundaries and addresses barriers that may not otherwise be addressed utilizing regular LIHEAP funding. The State of Ohio will combine their home energy assistance program (HEAP), percentage of income payment plus program (PIPP Plus) along with energy efficiency education and education advocates to provide home visits to vulnerable populations. They will also coordinate with other programs to provide medical care, prescription assistance, health education, and energy saving medical devices.  

 

Rhode Island

The State of Rhode Island will identify and serve households with the highest risk of energy related health and safety vulnerability.  LIHEAP eligible households will be selected from the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Programs as well as from the Road Home program (prevents evictions or foreclosures), assessing health and safety risks associated with energy burden.  A comprehensive social services approach will be used to provide weatherization services and electric appliance management and to steer clients toward economic and social self sufficiency.

TRIBES

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians - Oregon

Homes in the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians service area are subject to damp and cool conditions for most of the year, often leading to the occurrence of mold growth inside homes. Mold is a common health hazard in the Pacific Northwest and can cause respiratory ailments and other problems.  Siletz will use its REACH funds to replace older heating systems with more efficient models that will reduce mold growth, reduce energy use and utility costs, and generally improve the physical and financial well-being of Siletz Tribal members. EEES funds will be used to focus on the areas of energy conservation and efficiency, health hazards associated with mold and inefficient heating systems, and budgeting.

Yakama Indian Reservation – Washington

The Yakama Indian Reservation is located in an area of Washington where timber is easily accessible, and yet the Tribe has a lengthy woodstove waiting list that dates back to 2005.  REACH funds will help the Tribe serve those households that have been waiting for woodstoves. This project will maximize the use of available local resources. Additionally, it will provide a more efficient and safe alternative to those clients who use electricity to heat their homes but experience dangerous electricity interruptions during long winter storms.

Seneca-Cayuga Tribe - Oklahoma

The Tribe of will provide services to improve the energy self-sufficiency of low income tribal families and elders, by referring eligible members to the Tribe’s Housing and Environmental Programs.  These programs assist by determining the primary home energy improvement needs. Once a plan is in place to assist those eligible households, a meeting is set up to provide individuals with financial budgeting, energy wise education and referrals to various advocacy programs in the area to continue working with the families to improve their energy, health and safety needs.  The Tribe is using an annual festival, in collaboration with various agencies, to provide a broad array of services and educational opportunities to low income households at risk for homelessness as a result of the inability to pay their energy bills.

Citizen Potawatomi Nation - Oklahoma 

The Tribe will give priority to vulnerable households to provide weatherization and replace heating and cooling appliances.  Additionally, the program will provide training in the reduction of energy costs related to the health and safety of the household and provide financial budgeting.

Grand Traverse Band - Michigan

The Tribe will undertake a number of activities to prevent hypothermia for at-risk elderly tribal members, integrating these efforts with emergency bill payment assistance along with education classes.  In addition, energy efficient heaters will be provided, and the overall program will target elderly and young children households, in order to keep families safe from extreme cold weather and maintain health.    

