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Greetings!

Thank you for your interest in the Office of Planning, Research and
Evaluation (OPRE).

May is National Foster Care Month

May is National Foster Care Month, and this year's theme is
"Supporting Youth in Transition." OPRE sponsors a number of projects
relevant to this theme:

OPRE recently released a research brief entitled "Becoming Adults: Do
Youth in Foster Care Accurately Gauge Their Preparedness for Work?"
The brief, described below, is based on data from the Multisite
Evaluation of Foster Youth Programs.

OPRE also sponsors the National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-
Being (NSCAW), a nationally representative, longitudinal survey that
captures information about the functioning, service needs, and service
utilization of children who come into contact with Child Protective
Services, including their experiences in foster care. Data from the survey
are available to qualified researchers at the National Data Archive on
Child Abuse and Neglect . There are numerous reports and briefs
available based on NSCAW data.

OPRE currently oversees an evaluation of the Permanency Innovations
Initiative, a federal demonstration project designed to improve
permanency outcomes among children in foster care who have the most

serious barriers to permanency. This initiative supports five grantees,
each with a unique intervention designed to help a specific subgroup of
children leave foster care in fewer than three years.

For more information about National Foster Care Month, please visit
the Child Welfare Information Gateway.
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(OPRE) studies
Administration for
Children and Families
(ACF) programs and the
populations they serve
through rigorous research
and evaluation projects.
These include evaluations
of existing programs,
evaluations of innovative
approaches to helping low-
income children and
families, research syntheses
and descriptive and
exploratory studies.

Other News

Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness (HomVEE)
Update

The Department of Health and Human Services launched the Home
Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness (HomVEE) in 2009 to conduct a
thorough and transparent review of the home visiting research
literature and provide an assessment of the evidence of effectiveness for
home visiting program models that target families with pregnant
women and children from birth to age 5. Currently, 32 program models
have been reviewed and 14 determined to have evidence of
effectiveness according to HHS criteria.

The most recent model determined to have sufficient evidence of
effectiveness is Maternal Early Childhood Sustained Home Visiting
Program (MECSH). Based in Australia, MECSH is designed to enhance
maternal and child outcomes by providing antepartum services in
addition to the traditional postpartum care women receive through
Australia's universal system for maternal, child, and family health
services. The webpage for this program model on the HomVEE
website has been updated to reflect this change.

Should you have any questions, please contact the HomVEE project
director, Sarah Avellar, or the new HomVEE project officers, Seth
Chamberlain and T'Pring Westbrook.

OPRE Director Featured in Gov Innovator Podcast

OPRE Director Naomi Goldstein is featured in a recent podcast at the
Gov Innovator blog. The interview discusses how to build evaluation
capacity, ACF's evaluation policy, relationships between evaluation and
program offices, and commonalities and differences between
performance management and evaluation.

OPRE Staff Contribute to New Book

OPRE staff member Ivelisse Martinez-Beck co-edited a new book:
Applying Implementation Science in Early Childhood Programs and
Systems and OPRE division director Lauren Supplee co-authored one of
the chapters, titled "An Eye to Efficient and Effective Fidelity
Measurement for Both Research and Practice”. The book is the first
research volume on applying implementation science - an evidence-
based framework for bridging the research-to-practice gap - to early
childhood programs and systems.

Blog about recent Report on Dual Language
Learners
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The ACF Family Room Blog recently featured the Report to Congress on
Dual Language Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start Programs.
The Head Start School Readiness Act of 2007 required the report, which
was developed by OPRE staff working closely with the Office of Head
Start and based on data analyses by Mathematica Policy Research.

Using Administrative Data: Quantitative and
Qualitative Insights for Workforce Development
Programs Webinar

On June 5, 2013 at 2 PM ET, Dr. Elizabeth Weigensberg, the current Self-
Sufficiency Research Clearinghouse (SSRC) Emerging Scholar, will host
a Webinar titled Using Administrative Data: Quantitative and
Qualitative Insights for Workforce Development Programs. This
Webinar will describe recent research efforts in Chicago, highlighting
how cross-system, longitudinal, and matched administrative data
provided key information to support data-informed decision-making
among local stakeholders. Strengths and limitations of administrative
data will also be discussed, including valuable qualitative insights into
the "black box" of what makes workforce programs successful.

During the Webinar, Dr. Weigensberg will also answer questions
submitted by SSRC users and Webinar participants. Questions can be
submitted any time before the Webinar through the SSRC's Ask a

Question feature.

Read more about Dr. Weigensberg.

Register for the Webinar!

Recently Released Reports

Revised Design for the Mother and
Infant Home Visiting Program
Evaluation

The Mother and Infant Home Visiting Program
Evaluation (MIHOPE) is the national evaluation of
the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting (MIECHV) program mandated by the
Affordable Care Act of 2010. This report updates an
earlier draft report, based on comments from
members of the Secretary's Advisory Committee on
the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting Program's Evaluation. The final design
includes (1) an analysis of state needs assessments,
(2) an implementation study of local program



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q2aySWKm7WoHxqRqzkFzUBfZFJ440voBkvHonTZpcpCKKjcCRorI3iL31B_rOhGBY6iQRmF-6Iwsinag-5lIIitT81BPKXGXeWlZ__u1VaknA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q1magMJ1qOnfv4Pkp2zW4ZWu5sye9buzHFcdJuEuxGZKAOEyGEN7MtgkJribltb4T1xFNimJ_1vtlEaPeizQYFUyz7LCdNEzD7vr74RTKyw1_NVVTl8xF2LGJ5MOS1zxYikxDBNM-8mrXRq0kxrmHlCRv_NTRmxyJClHJQcy4Ub8v8q2LXFtAID6qnPPj9DfWBBg_oqCnqwFUNEXbJojJnkA48mrIn4ot0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q0kw1AhbhT_KdD6npluo2fO80L3f9SbVkGUq4t0xSwz6VlMBoHf_TgJAR6oQ_P4DTkbU0e8HxqrIoheuCFyxihS2F3YpJ_MgizjfWMbhObQSj7LdFoF2Mc_c_TBsncQ-8HCtcaDx1ZEk3c7TEfO4jJpkZhkdsfsm9QCQbo7Q_L5hCQniDlkywNplFq2zSD7OJg0yp7Tu2RIBoT3vSBLJ69xfKMd8bJJ1Qan2IUamAzYPzMTFSln6_q8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q0kw1AhbhT_KdD6npluo2fO80L3f9SbVkGUq4t0xSwz6VlMBoHf_TgJAR6oQ_P4DTkbU0e8HxqrIoheuCFyxihS2F3YpJ_MgizjfWMbhObQSj7LdFoF2Mc_c_TBsncQ-8HCtcaDx1ZEk3c7TEfO4jJpkZhkdsfsm9QCQbo7Q_L5hCQniDlkywNplFq2zSD7OJg0yp7Tu2RIBoT3vSBLJ69xfKMd8bJJ1Qan2IUamAzYPzMTFSln6_q8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q2TXnNxc1hAGHIb7h7s1NM_xxWW61blT-x4soor-zjulIZd3si9ruD9Q0j16AtxDBY7ZdG2AZifep0a2RqCtrGWmduiuA12IDzzaqIsLcdalQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q2TXnNxc1hAGHIb7h7s1NM_xxWW61blT-x4soor-zjulIZd3si9ruD9Q0j16AtxDBY7ZdG2AZifep0a2RqCtrGWmduiuA12IDzzaqIsLcdalQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q2dx6Ra5OVQJ7IWup0w_KUHNSv3hrEbxvsOzveSJeWpHyqseYEkhktrtVhbiH_iYnbQaD0eks8DO65iC-6c3DpooQSWchmW-Oxp9CKNU5-8FqQmuS8j3YMx_P45y6M5E5_wF5f_7bsZ-8JSQzf_AWNRl_fGPOJTWSK04knCrCeD5eZ4XDuQ8oIz41cIDXhszT5h4jX_m2yYfccO_jtmZhMI-uNmv5JNQFLTukxh-AQjY0iDUBzn-4pGZ7wi3WTJdUuPpQIoe3oKvY-Cb0CZaBPYnOOQvVFgHOwRQxrzdxKxDMPNSoztFHodJ3htH0wUKJMtC4nfJzNgII0aeCutttxUSeLflJ-abY5-QoFNM_9TSe4VrYpBJIZhEg-Gn-oMPYIiFIgE85zuRx7dMKejEI4XJL9hk_IV69IA4Rh8lLgEdA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A_cQ_YLF8Q2dx6Ra5OVQJ7IWup0w_KUHNSv3hrEbxvsOzveSJeWpHyqseYEkhktrtVhbiH_iYnbQaD0eks8DO65iC-6c3DpooQSWchmW-Oxp9CKNU5-8FqQmuS8j3YMx_P45y6M5E5_wF5f_7bsZ-8JSQzf_AWNRl_fGPOJTWSK04knCrCeD5eZ4XDuQ8oIz41cIDXhszT5h4jX_m2yYfccO_jtmZhMI-uNmv5JNQFLTukxh-AQjY0iDUBzn-4pGZ7wi3WTJdUuPpQIoe3oKvY-Cb0CZaBPYnOOQvVFgHOwRQxrzdxKxDMPNSoztFHodJ3htH0wUKJMtC4nfJzNgII0aeCutttxUSeLflJ-abY5-QoFNM_9TSe4VrYpBJIZhEg-Gn-oMPYIiFIgE85zuRx7dMKejEI4XJL9hk_IV69IA4Rh8lLgEdA==
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services, (3) an impact analysis of the effects of
MIECHYV on child and family outcomes, and (4) an
economic analysis to assess program costs. MIHOPE
was launched in 2011 by the Administration for
Children and Families and the Health Resources and
Services Administration within the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services. The evaluation is
being conducted by MDRC in partnership with
Mathematica Policy Research, James Bell Associates,
Johns Hopkins University, the University of Georgia,
and Columbia University. The report was authored
by Charles Michalopoulos, et al.

> Read Full Report

Becoming Adults: Do Youth in
Foster Care Accurately Gauge Their
Preparedness for Work?

This brief uses data collected as part of the Multi-
Site Evaluation of Foster Youth Programs.
Mandated by the Foster Care Independence Act
of 1999 (FCIA), the evaluation examined the
effectiveness of four programs aimed at preparing
youth in foster care to live independently after
leaving care. This brief draws on the entire group
of young people at one evaluation site in Los
Angeles, California to examine how youth in
foster care rate their preparedness for work at age
17 and whether their assessments accurately
predict education and employment two years
later. The results indicated that a high sense of job
preparedness predicts more employment and
college enrollment among young adults currently
and formerly in foster care. Although youth in
foster care with a high sense of job preparedness
and high reading ability fared best, only 18
percent of the study youth fell into this group and
one in four of these youth were neither in school
nor working at age 19.The brief was authored by
Marla McDaniel and Michael R. Pergamit and
prepared by the Urban Institute.

> Read Full Brief
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