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New NSCAW Brief Highlights Increased
Risk of Adverse Experiences for Children
in Child Welfare System

OPRE recently released a report from the National Survey of

Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW) that finds children
in the child welfare system were far more likely than the general

population of children to have personal histories that placed
them at heightened risk for negative health outcomes as an
adult.

NSCAW explored the well-being of 5,873 children who had
contact with the child welfare system during a 14-month period
beginning in February 2008. This survey finds that more than
half of the children were exposed to four or more adverse
childhood experiences, including neglect, sexual abuse and
household substance abuse.

Previous research as part of the Adverse Childhood Experiences
Study (ACES) found a significant association between these
adverse childhood experiences and poor health outcomes as an
adult. In ACES, having four or more of these experiences
increased twelve-fold the likelihood of physical and mental
health problems as an adult.

In contrast to ACES, which found that 13 percent of adults
nationwide reported having four or more adverse experiences
during childhood, the NSCAW findings suggest that for
children referred to child welfare services the exposure to
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adverse experiences can be as high as 54 percent.

Additional reports and briefs from NSCAW are available on the
OPRE website.

Other News
Back to School

It's back to school time for millions of children around the
country. OPRE's portfolio in early child development includes
a number of relevant reports on children as they enter and
progress through school. For example, a recently released
report from OPRE's FACES project shows that despite scoring
below the norm at entry, Head Start students make significant
progress in an number of educational, social and emotional
domains over the course of the year. OPRE's research describes
the diversity of students served by Head Start and Early Head
Start programs. OPRE's Report to Congress on Dual-Language
Learners in Head Start and Early Head Start documents that a
slightly more than a quarter of all students in these programs
come from homes in which a language other than English is
spoken.

There is a growing body of evidence on effective early
childhood interventions. For example, OPRE's experimental
evaluation of three different language and literacy interventions
in Miami-Dade County and found significant effects on a
variety of teacher behaviors and children's emergent

literacy. Effects were strongest for children in classrooms with
Spanish-speaking teachers. Educational progress doesn't just
happen in schools or centers, as documented in OPRE's review
of evidence on the effectiveness of home visiting programs, a
number of home visiting programs contribute to child

development and educational progress.

OPRE in the News

Saturday's New York Times featured a column by Richard
Thaler that highlights OPRE's research in behavioral economics
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BoFvDoc0DiizbHQ2t7KbMDpsGLlTqmi97GRMhHEUL0rb9vc-szmr-Kg32tmgLssUiyEHxClBCSxkfuqbFXhJ2cw1K6XqZa6PHn4-TLpN6_EyqQ1c9hGLaRVzliSiQ-boaevz7b23j8PRjEkde4BddLRS0O10AyKfD4HKCHd451P2YDkj4p0C5RiX2veNq1hEYhCdQ_xJqDr_xpkSKFPsxA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BoFvDoc0DiizbHQ2t7KbMDpsGLlTqmi97GRMhHEUL0rb9vc-szmr-Kg32tmgLssUiyEHxClBCSxkfuqbFXhJ2cw1K6XqZa6PHn4-TLpN6_EyqQ1c9hGLaRVzliSiQ-boaevz7b23j8PRjEkde4BddLRS0O10AyKfD4HKCHd451P2YDkj4p0C5RiX2veNq1hEYhCdQ_xJqDr_xpkSKFPsxA==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BoFvDoc0Digg2D6aMZetEDoiZfBEkcwXzoJa3wEgJaLNnG8h1T-aHrokW4W8AJVuiEWJ7AwBBRAtbE0odc3MdgzWgisctOZfTBZK6neZQ0e3GT0Gw99wO4aNfZHA6FJQL_0lLmzQ2so=

and partnership with the National Domestic Violence Hotline.

New Book On History of Experimental Methods for
Assessing Social Programs

A new book discusses the history of experimental methods in
assessing social programs, focusing largely on welfare and
employment programs. The book discusses OPRE's role and
describes many studies sponsored by OPRE and its predecessor
and partner offices. The book is Fighting for Reliable Evidence and
the authors are former MDRC President Judith Gueron and
former OPRE Director Howard Rolston (currently leading the
Innovative Strategies for Increasing Self-Sufficiency project,
being conducted for OPRE by Abt Associates.

Recently Released Reports

NEW! National Survey of Child and Adolescent
Well-Being (NSCAW), Wave 2 Child Permanency

Report

NEW! National Survey of Child and Adolescent
Well-Bein NSCAW), No. 20: Adverse Child

Experiences in NSCAW
(see lead article above)

ISIS Career Partners Program Profile: Madison
Area Technical College Patient Care Program

Literature Review: Career Pathways Programs

Hispanics and Family-Strengthening Programs:
Cultural Strategies to Enhance Program

Participation

Overview of Tribal Health Profession Opportunity
Grants Supportive Services

Getting Ready for Kindergarten: Children's

Progress During Head Start - FACES 2009 Child
Outcomes Report

Social Media Spotlight
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